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The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be an Educated
Human Being is a significant work edited by Richard Gamble, which serves as a
crucial resource in understanding the essence of education and the formation
of a well-rounded individual. In a world that often prioritizes vocational
training and specialized knowledge, Gamble's anthology provides a compelling
argument for the importance of classical education and the liberal arts. By
drawing on the wisdom of historical texts and thinkers, the book encourages
readers to reflect on their own educational journeys and the values that
underpin a truly educated life.

Understanding the Concept of Education

Education is a multifaceted concept that transcends mere acquisition of
knowledge. It is about cultivating wisdom, character, and the ability to
think critically. In Gamble's anthology, various authors contribute to this
conversation, each offering unique perspectives on what it means to be
educated. The book emphasizes that true education is not just about job
preparation but involves a deeper understanding of human nature, ethics, and
the world.

The Historical Context of Education

To fully appreciate the discussions in Gamble's work, it is essential to
understand the historical context of education. The classical tradition can
be traced back to ancient Greece and Rome, where philosophers such as Plato
and Aristotle laid the groundwork for educational theory. They believed that
education should aim at developing virtuous citizens capable of contributing
to the common good.

Key historical figures and their contributions include:

1. Plato: Advocated for education as a means to achieve justice and the good
life.
2. Aristotle: Emphasized the importance of practical wisdom (phronesis) and
moral virtue.
3. Cicero: Highlighted the role of rhetoric and philosophy in public life.

These thinkers established the importance of philosophical inquiry, ethical
reasoning, and the arts in education.

The Structure of Gamble's Anthology

Gamble's anthology is carefully structured, presenting a range of texts that
articulate the ideals of an educated person. The readings are selected from
various historical periods and disciplines, including philosophy, literature,



and political theory, providing a comprehensive overview of the great
tradition.

Key Themes in the Anthology

Several key themes emerge throughout the anthology, including:

1. The Pursuit of Truth: Education is fundamentally about seeking truth and
understanding the world.
2. The Role of the Liberal Arts: The liberal arts foster critical thinking
and creativity, essential for a well-rounded education.
3. Moral and Ethical Development: Education should cultivate virtues and
prepare individuals to engage with moral dilemmas.
4. Civic Responsibility: An educated person is expected to participate
actively in civic life and contribute to the common good.

Each theme is explored through classic texts, encouraging readers to engage
with the material critically.

Significant Readings and Their Impact

The anthology features a variety of readings, each chosen for its enduring
relevance and insight into the nature of education. Some significant readings
include:

1. Plato's "The Republic"

In "The Republic," Plato discusses the ideal state and the role of education
in achieving justice. He argues that education should be aimed at developing
philosopher-kings who possess both wisdom and moral integrity. This text
invites readers to consider the relationship between knowledge and
governance, emphasizing the importance of an educated populace.

2. Aristotle's "Nicomachean Ethics"

Aristotle's work focuses on the development of moral character and the
concept of the good life (eudaimonia). He argues that education should
cultivate virtues, enabling individuals to make ethical decisions and lead
fulfilling lives. This text underscores the idea that education is not solely
about intellectual development but also about moral and ethical growth.

3. Cicero's "On the Orator"

Cicero discusses the importance of rhetoric and communication in public life.
He argues that a well-educated individual must be able to articulate ideas
effectively and engage in civic discourse. This reading highlights the
significance of the liberal arts in fostering effective communication skills,
which are crucial for participating in democratic societies.



4. John Stuart Mill's "On Liberty"

Mill's exploration of individual freedom and autonomy emphasizes the
importance of critical thinking and intellectual independence. He argues that
education should empower individuals to challenge societal norms and think
for themselves. This text encourages readers to reflect on the role of
education in promoting personal freedom and societal progress.

The Relevance of Gamble's Anthology Today

In an age where educational systems are often criticized for being overly
focused on standardized testing and vocational training, Gamble's anthology
serves as a reminder of the broader purpose of education. The readings
encourage a return to the fundamental questions about the nature of
knowledge, the purpose of education, and the qualities of a well-educated
person.

Challenges in Modern Education

Several challenges in modern education underscore the relevance of Gamble's
work:

1. Narrow Focus on STEM: While STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) fields are essential, an overemphasis on these areas can lead to
a neglect of the humanities and social sciences.
2. Standardization: The rise of standardized testing often prioritizes rote
memorization over critical thinking and creativity.
3. Consumer Mentality: Education is increasingly viewed as a commodity, with
students seen as customers rather than learners engaged in a transformative
process.

Gamble's anthology addresses these issues by advocating for a more holistic
approach to education that values the liberal arts and encourages the
development of well-rounded individuals.

Conclusion

Richard Gamble's The Great Tradition: Classic Readings on What It Means to Be
an Educated Human Being is a vital contribution to the discourse on
education. By revisiting classic texts and emphasizing the importance of the
liberal arts, the anthology challenges readers to rethink their understanding
of education and its purpose. In a rapidly changing world, the wisdom
contained within these readings serves as a beacon, guiding individuals
toward a richer, more meaningful educational journey. As we navigate the
complexities of modern life, the insights offered by Gamble and the great
tradition can help us cultivate the virtues and knowledge necessary for
becoming truly educated human beings.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Richard Gamble's 'The
Great Tradition'?

The primary focus of 'The Great Tradition' is to explore the classical
readings and philosophical underpinnings that define what it means to be an
educated human being, emphasizing the importance of a liberal arts education.

How does Gamble argue that classical texts contribute
to modern education?

Gamble argues that classical texts provide foundational insights and wisdom
that are essential for critical thinking and moral development, which are
crucial for navigating contemporary challenges in a complex world.

What role do historical figures play in Gamble's
discussion of education?

Historical figures serve as exemplars of the virtues and intellectual rigor
that an educated person should aspire to, showcasing the enduring relevance
of their thoughts and writings in shaping modern educational practices.

In what ways does 'The Great Tradition' challenge
contemporary educational trends?

The book challenges contemporary educational trends by advocating for a
return to classical liberal arts education, critiquing the utilitarian focus
of modern curricula that often prioritize job training over critical inquiry
and moral development.

How does Gamble define an 'educated human being'?

Gamble defines an 'educated human being' as someone who engages deeply with
classical texts, embodies moral virtues, and possesses the ability to think
critically, communicate effectively, and participate meaningfully in civic
life.

What implications does Gamble's work have for
educators today?

Gamble's work implies that educators should incorporate classical readings
and discussions of ethics and philosophy into their teaching to cultivate
well-rounded individuals who are prepared to face societal challenges with
wisdom and integrity.
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