the greatest pharaoh of egypt

The greatest pharaoh of Egypt is often considered to be Ramses II, also known
as Ramses the Great. His reign, which lasted from 1279 to 1213 BCE, marked a
golden age for ancient Egypt, characterized by monumental architecture,
military prowess, and cultural achievements. Ramses II is frequently
celebrated not just for his accomplishments during his lifetime but also for
the lasting impact he had on Egyptian history, making him a figure of iconic
importance. This article delves into the life, achievements, and legacy of
Ramses II, exploring why he is regarded as the greatest pharaoh of Egypt.

Early Life and Ascension to the Throne

Ramses II was born in 1303 BCE to Pharaoh Seti I and Queen Tuya. He was
raised in a royal environment, receiving extensive training in the arts of
war and governance.

Family Background

- Father: Seti I, known for his military campaigns and administrative
reforms.

- Mother: Queen Tuya, who played a significant role in the royal court.

- Siblings: Ramses had several siblings, some of whom also held important
positions in the kingdom.

Ramses became the co-regent with his father at a young age, which allowed him
to prepare for his future responsibilities. By the time he ascended to the
throne at the age of 25, he was well-versed in the affairs of state and
military leadership.

Political Environment

The political landscape during Ramses II's rise was marked by both internal
stability and external threats, particularly from the Hittites to the north.
His early reign was defined by military campaigns aimed at expanding Egypt's
influence and securing its borders.

Military Achievements

One of the defining characteristics of Ramses II's reign was his military
prowess. He led numerous campaigns that not only expanded Egypt’s territories
but also solidified its power in the region.



Battle of Kadesh

- Date: 1274 BCE
- Location: Near the city of Kadesh, in modern-day Syria.
- Opponents: Hittite Empire, led by King Muwatalli II.

The Battle of Kadesh is one of the most famous military conflicts in ancient
history. Ramses II's forces initially faced a surprise attack from the
Hittites. Despite being outnumbered, he managed to regroup and mount a
counterattack. Although the battle ended in a stalemate, Ramses II's
portrayal of the event as a great victory in inscriptions and temples helped
solidify his status as a warrior king.

Military Campaigns Beyond Kadesh

- Libya: Ramses II conducted successful campaigns to the west, securing
Egyptian control over Libya.

- Nubia: He expanded Egypt's influence southward, securing gold mines and
trade routes.

- Syria: Ramses II undertook several expeditions into Syria, establishing a
strong military presence and forging alliances.

Architectural Achievements

Ramses II's reign is often referred to as the "Age of the Monuments." His
commitment to monumental architecture is evident throughout Egypt, showcasing
his desire to leave a lasting legacy.

Major Construction Projects

- Abu Simbel: This temple complex, carved into a mountainside, features four
colossal statues of Ramses II and serves as a testament to his power and
divine status. It was relocated in the 1960s to avoid flooding from the Aswan
Dam.

- Ramesseum: Located near Luxor, this mortuary temple was dedicated to Ramses
IT and featured impressive statues and intricate reliefs.

- Karnak Temple: Though construction began long before his reign, Ramses II
added significantly to this temple complex, emphasizing the worship of the
god Amun.

Innovations in Architecture

- Use of Colossi: Ramses II popularized the use of colossal statues to
represent pharaohs, emphasizing their divine nature and authority.

- Reliefs and Inscriptions: His temples are adorned with detailed reliefs
that depict his military victories and divine lineage, serving both religious



and propaganda purposes.

Religious Influence

Ramses II's reign was also marked by his deep commitment to religion, which
he used as a tool to legitimize his rule.

Promotion of Worship

- Amun-Ra: Ramses II positioned himself as the earthly representative of
Amun-Ra, emphasizing the connection between the divine and the pharaoh.
- Building Temples: He constructed numerous temples dedicated to various
deities, ensuring that religious practices flourished during his reign.

Divine Kingship

Ramses II promoted the ideology of divine kingship, which held that the
pharaoh was a god on Earth. This belief was central to maintaining social
order and political stability in ancient Egypt.

Legacy and Impact

The legacy of Ramses II extends far beyond his death. His reign had a
profound impact on subsequent generations and the way pharaohs were viewed in
Egyptian culture.

Historical Significance

- Cultural Renaissance: Ramses II's era is often seen as a cultural
renaissance, with advancements in art, literature, and architecture.

- National Identity: His military successes and grand building projects
helped forge a strong sense of national identity among the Egyptian people.

Influence on Later Pharaohs

- Role Model: Ramses II became a role model for later pharaohs, who aspired
to emulate his military and architectural achievements.

- Cultural References: He is often referenced in literature and art as the
quintessential pharaoh, symbolizing strength and divine authority.



Conclusion

Ramses II, the greatest pharaoh of Egypt, left an indelible mark on the
history of ancient Egypt. His military campaigns expanded the empire’s
borders, while his monumental constructions continue to awe visitors today.
His reign was not only a time of prosperity and power but also a period that
set the standard for what it meant to be a pharaoh in the eyes of the
Egyptian people. The legacy of Ramses II endures, making him a timeless
symbol of ancient Egyptian grandeur and achievement. His life and reign
demonstrate the intricate interplay between power, religion, and culture that
characterized one of the most fascinating civilizations in history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the greatest pharaoh of Egypt?

Many historians consider Ramses II, also known as Ramses the Great, to be the
greatest pharaoh of Egypt due to his extensive building projects, military
conquests, and long reign.

What were some of the major achievements of Ramses
II?

Ramses II is known for his military victories, particularly the Battle of
Kadesh, monumental architecture like the temples at Abu Simbel, and signing
the world's first known peace treaty with the Hittites.

How did Ramses II contribute to ancient Egyptian
architecture?

Ramses II commissioned numerous monumental buildings, including the Ramesseum
and the temples at Abu Simbel, which are notable for their massive statues
and intricate carvings.

What was the significance of the Battle of Kadesh?

The Battle of Kadesh (c. 1274 BC) was significant as it was one of the
largest chariot battles in history and showcased Ramses II's military
prowess, although it ended in a stalemate.

How long did Ramses II rule Egypt?

Ramses II ruled Egypt for an impressive 66 years, from 1279 BC to 1213 BC,
making him one of the longest-reigning pharaohs in ancient history.



What impact did Ramses II have on Egyptian culture?

Ramses II's reign is marked by a flourish in art, literature, and religion,
as he promoted the worship of deities and commissioned works that celebrated
his achievements, influencing Egyptian culture for generations.

Why is Ramses II often referred to as a warrior
pharaoh?

Ramses II is referred to as a warrior pharaoh due to his extensive military
campaigns, including defense against invasions and expansion of Egypt's
territory, which solidified his image as a powerful leader.
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