THE HARDING PRESIDENCY WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY

THE HARDING PRESIDENCY WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO THE ADMINISTRATION OF W/ ARREN G. HARDING, THE
29TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, WHO SERVED FROM 1921 UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1923. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO
THE KEY ELEMENTS OF THE HARDING PRESIDENCY, EXPLORING HIS POLICIES, SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, AND THE CONTROVERSIES THAT
MARKED HIS TIME IN OFFICE. UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT AND IMPLICATIONS OF HIS PRESIDENCY IS ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE
STUDYING AMERICAN HISTORY, PARTICULARLY THE POST-WORLD W AR | ERA.

OVERVIEW OF THE HARDING PRESIDENCY

W ARREN GAMALIEL HARDING WAS BORN ON NoVEMBER 2, 1865, IN BLooMING GRoVE, OHIo. BEFORE ENTERING POLITICS,
HARDING WORKED AS A NEWSPAPER PUBLISHER. HE BECAME INVOLVED IN LOCAL POLITICS AND EVENTUALLY SERVED IN THE U.S.
SENATE FROM 19 15 UNTIL 192 1. HIS ELECTION AS PRESIDENT IN 1920 WAS CHARACTERIZED BY A CAMPAIGN THAT PROMISED
A “RETURN TO NORMALCY"” FOLLOWING THE TUMULTUOUS YEARS OF WORLD W AR I.

Key PoLICIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

DURING HIS PRESIDENCY, HARDING FOCUSED ON SEVERAL KEY POLICIES AIMED AT STABILIZING THE ECONOMY AND PROMOTING
GROWTH. SOME OF THE MOST NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDE:

1. EcoNoMIc PoLICIES: HARDING ADVOCATED FOR PRO-BUSINESS POLICIES THAT EMPHASIZED DEREGULATION, TAX CUTS,
AND A REDUCTION IN GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY.

2. BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING ACT oF 192 1: THIS ACT ESTABLISHED THE BUREAU OF THE BUDGET, WHICH AIMED TO
STREAMLINE FEDERAL BUDGETING PROCESSES AND IMPROVE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY.

3. ForDNEY-McCuUMBER TARIFF OF 1922: THIS LEGISLATION RAISED TARIFFS ON IMPORTED GOODS, WHICH WAS INTENDED
TO PROTECT AMERICAN INDUSTRIES BUT ALSO LED TO TENSIONS IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE.

4. VETERANS BUREAU: HARDING ESTABLISHED THE VETERANS BUREAU IN 192 1 TO OVERSEE AND PROVIDE CARE FOR
RETURNING SOLDIERS, ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF VETERANS AFTER W ORLD W/ AR I.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS DURING THE HARDING PRESIDENCY

THE HARDING PRESIDENCY WAS MARKED BY SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, BOTH DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL, THAT SHAPED
HIS ADMINISTRATION'S LEGACY.

THe TeapoT DoME SCANDAL

ONE OF THE MOST INFAMOUS SCANDALS OF HARDING'S PRESIDENCY WAS THE TEAPOT DOME SCANDAL, WHICH INVOLVED THE
SECRET LEASING OF FEDERAL OIL RESERVES AT TEAPOT DOME, \X/YOMING, AND ELk HILLS, CALIFORNIA, TO PRIVATE OIL
COMPANIES. KEY POINTS ABOUT THE SCANDAL INCLUDE:

e CORRUPTION: THE SCANDAL EXPOSED WIDESPREAD CORRUPTION WITHIN HARDING'S ADMINISTRATION, PARTICULARLY
INVOLVING SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR ALBERT FALL, WHO WAS LATER CONVICTED OF BRIBERY.



e |MPACT oN PusLIC TRUST: THE REVELATIONS DAMAGED THE PUBLIC'S TRUST IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND LED TO
CALLS FOR REFORMS IN GOVERNMENT ETHICS AND TRANSPARENCY.

* LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES: THE SCANDAL PROMPTED CONGRESS TO IMPLEMENT MORE STRINGENT REGULATIONS
REGARDING THE LEASING OF FEDERAL LANDS AND RESOURCES.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND TREATIES

HARDING'S PRESIDENCY ALSO SAW SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, PARTICULARLY IN THE
AFTERMATH OF W/ ORLD W/ AR |. NOTABLE TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS INCLUDED:

1. WAsSHINGTON NAVAL ConrereNce (1921-1922): AIMED AT LIMITING NAVAL ARMAMENTS AND PREVENTING A NAVAL
ARMS RACE, THIS CONFERENCE RESULTED IN SEVERAL TREATIES THAT ESTABLISHED LIMITS ON BATTLESHIP CONSTRUCTION
AMONG THE MAJOR NAVAL POWERS.

2. KeLLoGG-BrIAND PACT (1928): ALTHOUGH IT WAS SIGNED AFTER HARDING'S DEATH, THE GROUNDWORK FOR THIS

PACT WAS LAID DURING HIS PRESIDENCY. |T WAS AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN COUNTRIES TO RENOUNCE WAR AS A TOOL OF
NATIONAL POLICY.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES

DESPITE HIS EFFORTS TO PROMOTE STABILITY AND GROWTH, HARDING FACED NUMEROUS CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES
DURING HIS PRESIDENCY.

HeALTH Issues AND DEATH

HARDING'S HEALTH WAS A CONCERN THROUGHOUT HIS PRESIDENCY. HE SUFFERED FROM VARIOUS AILMENTS, INCLUDING A HEART
CONDITION. HIS HEALTH DETERIORATED SIGNIFICANTLY DURING A SPEAKING TOUR OF THE WEST CoAsT IN 1923. He DIED
SUDDENLY ON AUGUST 2, 1923, IN SAN FRANCISCO, WHICH LED TO WIDESPREAD SPECULATION ABOUT THE CIRCUMSTANCES
OF HIS DEATH.

CRrRITICISM AND LEGACY

HARDING'S PRESIDENCY HAS OFTEN BEEN VIEWED THROUGH A CRITICAL LENS, PRIMARILY DUE TO THE SCANDALS THAT MARRED HIS
ADMINISTRATION. KEY POINTS OF CRITICISM INCLUDE:

o LAck oF LEADERSHIP: CRITICS ARGUE THAT HARDING LACKED THE VISION AND DECISIVENESS REQUIRED OF A PRESIDENT,
OFTEN DELEGATING SIGNIFICANT RESPONSIBILITIES TO HIS CABINET MEMBERS.

o CORRUPTION IN ADMINISTRATION: THE TEAPOT DOME SCANDAL AND OTHER INSTANCES OF CORRUPTION HAVE
OVERSHADOWED ANY ACHIEVEMENTS OF HIS PRESIDENCY, LEADING TO A PERCEPTION OF INCOMPETENCE.

® HiSTORICAL REPUTATION: HARDING IS OF TEN RANKED AMONG THE LEAST EFFECTIVE U.S. PRESIDENTS IN SURVEYS
CONDUCTED BY HISTORIANS AND POLITICAL SCIENTISTS.



CoNcCLUSION

THE HARDING PRESIDENCY WORKSHEET ANSWER KEY SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES
OF W ARREN G. HARDING'S TIME IN OFFICE. W/HILE HE AIMED TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND STABILITY DURING A
CHALLENGING PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY, HIS ADMINISTRATION WAS MARRED BY SCANDAL, CORRUPTION, AND QUESTIONS
ABOUT HIS LEADERSHIP ABILITIES. HARDING'S LEGACY IS A REMINDER OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ETHICAL GOVERNANCE AND THE
IMPACT OF POLITICAL DECISIONS ON PUBLIC TRUST. AS STUDENTS AND HISTORIANS CONTINUE TO EXAMINE HIS PRESIDENCY,
THEY GAIN INSIGHTS NOT ONLY INTO HARDING'S ADMINISTRATION BUT ALSO INTO THE BROADER CONTEXT OF EARLY 20TH-
CENTURY AMERICAN POLITICS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WAS THE MAIN FOCUS OF THE HARDING ADMINISTRATION?

THE HARDING ADMINISTRATION PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON RETURNING THE COUNTRY TO NORMALCY AFTER WORLD W AR |,
PROMOTING ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND REDUCING GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY.

\WHAT MAJOR SCANDAL MARRED THE HARDING PRESIDENCY?

THE TeapoT DoME SCANDAL, INVOLVING THE SECRET LEASING OF FEDERAL OIL RESERVES, IS THE MOST NOTABLE SCANDAL
THAT MARRED HARDING'S PRESIDENCY.

How pIb HARDING'S POLICIES IMPACT THE ECONOMY?

HARDING'S POLICIES, INCLUDING TAX CUTS AND DEREGULATION, CONTRIBUTED TO ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE ]9205,
ALTHOUGH THEY ALSO SET THE STAGE FOR ECONOMIC DISPARITIES.

\WHo WAS HARDING'S SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR IMPLICATED IN THE TEAPOT DOME
SCANDAL?P

ALBERT B. FALL, HARDING'S SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, WAS IMPLICATED IN THE TEAPOT DOME SCANDAL AND WAS LATER
CONVICTED OF ACCEPTING BRIBES.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HARDING'S 'RETURN TO NORMALCY' CAMPAIGN
SLOGAN?

THE 'RETURN TO NORMALCY' SLOGAN SIGNIFIED A DESIRE TO REVERT TO PRE-WAR TRANQUILITY AND STABILITY, APPEALING TO
A WAR-WEARY PUBLIC.

WHAT WAS HARDING’'S STANCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS?

HARDING ADVOCATED FOR CIVIL RIGHTS ADVANCEMENTS, INCLUDING CALLING FOR ANTI-LYNCHING LEGISLATION AND SUPPORTING
THE APPOINTMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICANS TO GOVERNMENT POSITIONS.

How pib HARDING'S PRESIDENCY END?

HARDING'S PRESIDENCY ENDED WITH HIS SUDDEN DEATH FROM A HEART ATTACK IN AUGUST 1923, DURING A TRIP TO SAN
FrRANCISCO.



WHAT WAS THE REACTION TO HARDING'S DEATH?

HARDING'S DEATH PROMPTED WIDESPREAD MOURNING, BUT IT ALSO LED TO INCREASED SCRUTINY OF HIS ADMINISTRATION'S
SCANDALS AND POLICIES.

How DID HISTORIANS VIEW HARDING'S PRESIDENCY IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING HIS
DEATH?

HISTORIANS HAVE HAD MIXED VIEWS ON HARDING'S PRESIDENCY, OFTEN RANKING IT POORLY DUE TO THE SCANDALS BUT
RECOGNIZING HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND CIVIL RIGHTS.
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