the hare with amber eyes by edmund de
waal

The Hare with Amber Eyes is a remarkable memoir by Edmund de Waal that
intertwines personal history with the broader narratives of art, culture, and
identity. Published in 2010, this poignant exploration revolves around a
collection of Japanese netsuke, small intricately carved figures that de Waal
inherits from his family. The book is not merely an account of objects; it is
a meditation on the significance of history, memory, and the connections that
bind people to their past. Through his narrative, de Waal takes readers on a
journey across continents and generations, revealing the profound stories
behind the hare and the other figures that populate his collection.

Overview of the Author

Edmund de Waal is a British ceramicist and writer, born in 1964 in
Nottingham, England. He comes from a notable Jewish family with roots in
Eastern Europe and a rich history in the arts and commerce. His background
informs much of his writing, providing a perspective steeped in both personal
and cultural heritage. De Waal studied English at Cambridge University and
later pursued a career as a potter, gaining acclaim for his delicate
porcelain works. His unique blend of artistry and storytelling makes him a
compelling voice in contemporary literature.

The Significance of Netsuke

Netsuke are small, intricately carved sculptures that originated in Japan
during the Edo period (1615-1868). Originally used as toggles to secure the
cords of traditional Japanese garments, these objects evolved into highly
collectible art pieces. Each netsuke tells a story, often depicting animals,
mythical creatures, or scenes from nature.

The Hare with Amber Eyes

At the center of de Waal's narrative is a particular netsuke: a hare with
amber eyes. This figure serves as a metaphor for the author's connection to
his family's history and the broader themes of loss and survival. The hare 1is
not just an object; it embodies the delicate threads of memory and identity
that de Waal seeks to unravel throughout the book.



The Structure of the Book

The structure of "The Hare with Amber Eyes" is both linear and nonlinear. De
Waal alternates between personal anecdotes, historical context, and artistic
reflections. The book is divided into sections that correspond to different

locations and periods in his family's history, including:

1. The Origins of the Netsuke: De Waal delves into the history of the hare
and the collection of netsuke, exploring their journey from Japan to Europe.
2. The Ephrussi Family: The narrative shifts to de Waal's ancestors, the
Ephrussi family, who were prominent bankers in 19th-century Paris. Through
their story, de Waal highlights the intersection of art, wealth, and culture.
3. The Jewish Experience in Europe: The book poignantly addresses the impact
of anti-Semitism and the Holocaust on the Ephrussi family, illustrating the
fragility of identity and heritage.

4. Personal Reflections: De Waal shares his own experiences, revealing how
the netsuke resonate with his life and artistic practice.

Themes Explored in the Book

"The Hare with Amber Eyes" delves into several profound themes that resonate
throughout the narrative:

Memory and Identity

Memory is a central theme in the book, as de Waal grapples with the remnants
of his family's past. He reflects on how objects can evoke memories and shape
identity. The hare, as a symbol of his heritage, prompts him to explore the
complexities of belonging and the impact of history on personal identity.

Art and Aesthetics

De Waal's background as a ceramicist enriches his exploration of art and

aesthetics. He examines the craftsmanship of the netsuke and the beauty that
transcends time and culture. Through his detailed descriptions, readers gain
an appreciation for the artistry involved in creating these small sculptures.

Loss and Survival

The narrative also addresses the themes of loss and survival, particularly in
relation to the Jewish experience in Europe. De Waal recounts the destruction
of his family's home and the dispersal of their possessions during the



Holocaust. This poignant history underscores the fragility of life and the
importance of remembering the past.

The Impact of the Book

"The Hare with Amber Eyes" received critical acclaim upon its release,
winning several awards and being translated into multiple languages. Readers
and critics alike praised de Waal's lyrical prose, insightful observations,
and the emotional depth of his narrative. The book has been described as a
"memoir of objects," and it resonates with anyone interested in the
intersections of art, history, and personal narrative.

Literary Influence and Legacy

De Waal's work has had a significant impact on contemporary memoir writing,
particularly in how personal stories can intertwine with broader historical
narratives. His approach has inspired other writers to explore their own
family histories through the lens of objects and art.

- Influence on Memoir Writing: De Waal's blending of personal and historical
storytelling has encouraged other memoirists to adopt a similar approach,
fostering a greater appreciation for the significance of material culture.

- Cultural Discourse: The book has contributed to discussions about the
importance of preserving cultural heritage and the role of art in conveying
personal and collective histories.

Conclusion

"The Hare with Amber Eyes" is more than a memoir; it is a profound
exploration of identity, memory, and the enduring power of art. Through the
lens of his family's history and the delicate netsuke collection, Edmund de
Waal invites readers to reflect on their own connections to the past. The
hare with amber eyes serves as a poignant reminder of the beauty and
fragility of life, urging us to cherish our memories and the stories that
shape who we are. As we navigate an increasingly complex world, de Waal's
narrative encourages us to find solace in our histories and to appreciate the
artistry that connects us all.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'The Hare with Amber
Eyes'?

The main theme revolves around memory, identity, and the connection between
art and family history, as the author explores the legacy of his ancestors
through a collection of netsuke.

Who is the author of 'The Hare with Amber Eyes'?

The author is Edmund de Waal, a British ceramicist and writer.

What are netsuke, and why are they significant in
the book?

Netsuke are small, intricately carved Japanese toggles used to secure items
to the sash of a kimono. In the book, they symbolize the author's family
history and the art of collecting.

How does Edmund de Waal connect his family history
to the netsuke?

De Waal traces the journey of the netsuke through his family's history,
revealing stories of loss, survival, and cultural heritage, particularly
during the rise of the Nazi regime in Europe.

What role does the city of Vienna play in the
narrative?

Vienna serves as a central backdrop, representing the cultural and historical
context of de Waal's ancestors, particularly the Jewish community before
World War II.

How does 'The Hare with Amber Eyes' blend different
genres?

The book combines memoir, art history, and cultural commentary, allowing
readers to experience both personal storytelling and broader historical
contexts.

What impact did the Holocaust have on the author's
family, as depicted in the book?

The Holocaust had a devastating impact, as many members of de Waal's family
were killed or forced to flee, leading to themes of loss and the struggle to
preserve memory.



What is the significance of the title 'The Hare with
Amber Eyes'?

The title refers to one of the netsuke in the author's collection, which
symbolizes the beauty and fragility of life, as well as the connection to his
family's past.

What literary devices does de Waal use to enhance
the storytelling in the book?

De Waal employs vivid imagery, rich descriptive language, and interwoven
narratives to create a compelling exploration of art, memory, and history.
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