
the hare with amber eyes club questions

The hare with amber eyes club questions is a captivating topic that delves into the themes and narratives
presented in Edmund de Waal's renowned memoir, "The Hare with Amber Eyes." This book, which intertwines the
author's personal history with the rich cultural legacy of his family, offers a plethora of discussion points
that can engage readers and book clubs alike. In this article, we will explore the various questions that can
arise from the text, enhancing comprehension and encouraging deeper reflection on its themes, characters, and
historical context.

Understanding the Core Themes

The narrative of "The Hare with Amber Eyes" is not just about the physical objects it describes but also about
the emotional and historical significance tied to them. Here are some core themes to consider:

1. Memory and Legacy
The memoir reflects on how objects can carry memories and shape identities. Consider the following questions:
- What role do the netsuke play in connecting the author to his family's past?
- How does the author convey the importance of memory throughout his narrative?

2. Displacement and Belonging
Edmund de Waal discusses concepts of displacement due to war and the search for belonging. Reflect on these
questions:
- How does the author illustrate the sense of loss that comes with displacement?
- In what ways does the story of his family reflect broader historical displacements in Europe?

3. Art and Aesthetics
Art is a central motif in the book, particularly through the lens of the netsuke collection. Consider these
questions:
- How does de Waal describe the significance of art in his family’s life?
- What does the author suggest about the relationship between art and personal identity?

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Hare with Amber Eyes" are pivotal to the narrative. Understanding their motivations
and relationships can enrich discussions. Here are some key characters to explore:

1. Edmund de Waal
As the author and narrator, his perspective shapes the story. Consider:
- What drives de Waal’s quest to uncover his family history?
- How does his identity as a contemporary artist influence his storytelling?



2. The Ephrussi Family
The author’s family history is filled with fascinating characters. Reflect on:
- What does the story of the Ephrussi family reveal about the Jewish experience in Europe?
- How does the family's rise and fall reflect the socio-political changes of the time?

3. Significant Ancestors
Several ancestors play crucial roles in the narrative, such as Charles Ephrussi. Discuss:
- What contributions did Charles Ephrussi make to the art world, and how are they depicted in the book?
- How does the legacy of these ancestors impact de Waal’s understanding of his own identity?

Historical Context and Its Relevance

Understanding the historical backdrop against which the memoir unfolds can provide valuable insights. Here are
some aspects to consider:

1. The Impact of World War II
The narrative is deeply intertwined with the events of World War II. Discuss:
- How does the war affect the Ephrussi family and their possessions?
- What broader messages does the author convey about the fragility of cultural heritage?

2. The Jewish Experience in Europe
The book touches on the struggles and triumphs of Jewish families. Consider:
- How does de Waal portray the complexities of Jewish identity in Europe?
- In what ways does the memoir serve as a testament to Jewish resilience?

3. The Role of Collecting
Collecting becomes a motif that reflects deeper themes of belonging and loss. Reflect on:
- What does the act of collecting reveal about human nature and our relationship with the past?
- How does de Waal’s collection of netsuke serve as a metaphor for his journey through history?

Engaging with the Text: Club Questions for Discussion

To facilitate a rich discussion in book clubs, consider using the following questions that encourage deeper
engagement with "The Hare with Amber Eyes":

What initial impressions did you have of the book's narrative style? How did it affect your reading1.
experience?

How did your understanding of the netsuke change as you progressed through the memoir?2.

Can you identify any parallels between de Waal's family history and contemporary issues of cultural3.
identity and heritage?

What emotions did you experience while reading about the loss of family treasures? How does this4.



reflect on the value of personal history?

In what ways does de Waal use the concept of the "object" to communicate broader themes of love,5.
memory, and loss?

Discuss the significance of place in the memoir. How do different locations impact the story and the6.
author’s sense of identity?

How do you interpret the ending of the memoir in relation to the themes of continuity and change?7.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the hare with amber eyes club questions open up a world of exploration and reflection, allowing
readers to connect with Edmund de Waal’s poignant narrative on multiple levels. By examining the themes of
memory, displacement, and art, alongside character analysis and historical context, book clubs can foster
meaningful discussions that resonate far beyond the pages of the memoir. Whether you are a seasoned reader or
new to the book, these questions encourage deeper engagement and a richer understanding of the intricate
tapestry woven by de Waal in his quest to reclaim his family's legacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the hare with amber eyes in the context of the
book?

The hare with amber eyes serves as a symbolic object that connects the characters to their family history,
reflecting themes of memory, art, and the passage of time.

How does the author use the motif of the hare to explore themes of identity?

The hare represents the intertwined identities of the family and their cultural heritage, illustrating how
personal and collective histories shape who we are.

In what ways does the story reflect the impact of historical events on
personal lives?

The narrative delves into how events like World War II and the rise of fascism disrupt the lives of individuals,
leading to loss and the re-evaluation of identity.

What role does art play in 'The Hare with Amber Eyes'?

Art is portrayed as a means of preserving memory and heritage, serving as a bridge between the past and present,
while also reflecting the changes in society.

How does the author's writing style contribute to the overall narrative?

The author's lyrical and descriptive prose enhances the emotional depth of the narrative, allowing readers to
connect intimately with the characters and their experiences.



What can readers learn about family dynamics from the book?

The book illustrates complex family relationships, showcasing themes of loyalty, betrayal, and
reconciliation, and how these dynamics evolve over generations.

How does the theme of loss manifest throughout the book?

Loss is a recurring theme, depicted through the characters' experiences of displacement, the death of loved ones,
and the fading of cultural legacies.

Why is the hare with amber eyes considered a valuable heirloom?

The hare is seen as a treasured heirloom because it encapsulates family history, artistic legacy, and emotional
connections, making it a poignant reminder of what has been lost and preserved.
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