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The High Scope Perry Preschool Study is one of the most significant
longitudinal studies in the field of early childhood education. Conducted in
the 1960s, this research has provided invaluable insights into the long-term
effects of preschool education on participants. Over the years, the study has
influenced educational policies and practices, particularly in the area of
early childhood education. This article delves into the details of the study,
its methodology, findings, and implications, particularly as they relate to
participants at age 40.

Background of the Study

The High Scope Perry Preschool Study was initiated in 1962 in Ypsilanti,
Michigan. The study was designed to assess the impact of a high-quality
preschool program on the lives of children from low-income backgrounds. The
program itself emphasized active learning, where children were encouraged to
explore, make decisions, and engage in problem-solving activities.

Objectives of the Study

The primary objectives of the High Scope Perry Preschool Study were:

1. To determine the educational and social outcomes of children who
participated in a high-quality preschool program compared to those who did
not.
2. To evaluate the long-term effects of preschool education on various
aspects of participants' lives, including academic achievement, employment,
and social behavior.

Study Methodology

The study involved a group of 123 children aged 3 and 4 years from low-income
families. These children were randomly assigned to two groups:



- Experimental Group: 58 children who participated in the High Scope
preschool program.
- Control Group: 65 children who did not receive preschool education.

The preschool program lasted for two years and focused on developing
cognitive and social skills through hands-on learning experiences.
Researchers collected data on the participants throughout their lives, with
significant assessments performed at ages 5, 10, 15, 27, and 40.

Key Components of the High Scope Program

The High Scope curriculum was built around several key components:

- Active Learning: Children engaged in a variety of activities that allowed
them to explore their interests and develop critical thinking skills.
- Supportive Adult Interaction: Teachers acted as facilitators rather than
traditional instructors, supporting children in their learning processes.
- Structured Environment: The classroom was organized in a way that
encouraged exploration while providing a sense of security and routine.

Findings at Age 40

One of the most compelling aspects of the High Scope Perry Preschool Study is
the long-term data collected on participants. By the time the participants
reached age 40, several critical findings emerged, illustrating the profound
impact of early childhood education.

Educational Attainment

Research revealed that adults who participated in the High Scope preschool
program had significantly higher educational attainment levels compared to
those in the control group:

- High School Graduation: 65% of the experimental group graduated from high
school, compared to only 45% of the control group.
- College Attendance: 27% of the experimental group attended college, while
only 13% of the control group did so.

This disparity highlights the role of early childhood education in fostering
a commitment to academic achievement.

Employment Outcomes



The employment outcomes for participants also showed remarkable differences:

- Employment Rates: At age 40, 74% of the experimental group was consistently
employed, compared to 62% of the control group.
- Job Quality: The experimental group reported higher job satisfaction and
had more stable employment histories. They were more likely to hold skilled
jobs and earn higher wages.

The data suggests that early educational experiences can positively influence
career trajectories and job stability.

Social and Behavioral Outcomes

The study also examined social and behavioral outcomes, with significant
findings:

- Criminal Activity: The experimental group had lower rates of criminal
behavior. Only 7% had been incarcerated, compared to 26% of the control
group.
- Social Relationships: Participants from the experimental group reported
stronger relationships with friends and family, demonstrating better social
skills and emotional well-being.

These findings indicate that early educational interventions can lead to
improved social functioning in adulthood.

Implications of the Study

The High Scope Perry Preschool Study has had profound implications for
educational policy and practice. Its findings underscore the importance of
investing in early childhood education, particularly for children from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Policy Recommendations

Based on the findings, several policy recommendations can be made:

1. Increased Funding for Early Childhood Programs: Government and private
sectors should allocate more resources to support high-quality preschool
education.
2. Focus on Low-Income Families: Targeting interventions towards low-income
families can help bridge the opportunity gap.
3. Teacher Training: Investing in professional development for early
childhood educators is crucial to ensure the implementation of effective
teaching strategies.



Broader Educational Impact

The High Scope Perry Preschool Study has inspired similar programs and
research initiatives worldwide. It has served as a benchmark for evaluating
the effectiveness of early childhood education programs and has influenced
curriculum development in many settings.

Conclusion

The High Scope Perry Preschool Study through age 40 has provided invaluable
insights into the long-term benefits of high-quality preschool education. The
study's findings emphasize that early educational interventions can
significantly impact an individual's educational attainment, employment
status, and overall social behavior. As society continues to grapple with
issues of educational inequality, the lessons learned from this landmark
study remain relevant and critical for shaping future policies and practices
in early childhood education. Ultimately, investing in early childhood
education not only benefits individual children but also contributes to
healthier, more productive communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary goal of the High/Scope Perry
Preschool Study?
The primary goal of the High/Scope Perry Preschool Study was to assess the
long-term effects of a high-quality preschool education on children from
disadvantaged backgrounds, particularly in terms of their academic and social
outcomes.

What were some key findings of the Perry Preschool
Study by age 40?
By age 40, participants of the Perry Preschool Study showed significantly
higher levels of educational attainment, employment rates, and income
compared to their non-participant peers. They also had lower rates of crime
and incarceration.

How did the preschool program impact participants'
social behaviors as adults?
The study found that individuals who attended the preschool program exhibited
better social behaviors as adults, including improved interpersonal skills,
stronger relationships, and greater civic engagement.



What methodologies were used in the Perry Preschool
Study to evaluate outcomes?
The study employed a longitudinal research design, involving a random
assignment of participants to either the preschool program or a control
group, and used various quantitative measures to evaluate educational,
economic, and social outcomes over time.

What implications did the Perry Preschool Study have
for early childhood education policy?
The Perry Preschool Study highlighted the importance of early childhood
education in promoting long-term beneficial outcomes, influencing policies to
increase funding and access to quality preschool programs, particularly for
low-income families.

In what ways did the Perry Preschool Study address
issues of equity in education?
The study focused on children from low-income, predominantly African American
families, aiming to demonstrate that equitable access to high-quality early
education could significantly reduce educational and social disparities,
promoting better future opportunities.
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