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Understanding the Significance of The Higher Power of
Lucky by Susan Patron

The Higher Power of Lucky, written by Susan Patron, is a remarkable children's novel that delves
into themes of luck, loss, and personal growth. This book has garnered significant attention, winning
the prestigious Newbery Medal in 2007. It stands out not only for its engaging narrative but also for its
rich exploration of complex emotional landscapes through the eyes of a young protagonist.

In this article, we will explore the summary of the book, its main themes, character analysis, and the
impact it has had on readers and literature.

Summary of the Book

The Higher Power of Lucky follows the story of a ten-year-old girl named Lucky Trimble. She lives in
the small, fictional town of Hard Pan, California, a place characterized by its quirky inhabitants and
desert landscape. The novel opens with Lucky attending a meeting of "the Hottentots," a group of
children who share stories and experiences about their lives.

Lucky is preoccupied with the idea of luck, especially after her mother's departure and the
subsequent death of her father. Her life is governed by her belief in the concept of luck, which she
associates with survival and success. The plot thickens when Lucky discovers that her legal guardian,
Brigitte, might leave Hard Pan to return to France. This revelation sends Lucky on a quest to find her
"higher power," which she believes will help her solve her problems and keep her family intact.

The story unfolds as Lucky embarks on a series of adventures that lead her to confront her fears,
question her beliefs, and ultimately, discover the true meaning of family and belonging.

Main Themes

The Higher Power of Lucky is rich with themes that resonate deeply with both children and adults.
Here are some of the most significant themes explored in the novel:

The Concept of Luck

One of the central themes of the novel is the exploration of luck. Lucky's name itself is a constant
reminder of this theme. Throughout her journey, she grapples with the idea of what it means to be
lucky and how luck influences her life. The book poses thought-provoking questions about the nature
of luck:



Is luck purely random, or is there a higher power at play?

Can individuals influence their own luck through their choices and actions?

What role does luck play in relationships and personal circumstances?

Family and Belonging

Another prominent theme is the concept of family, which is deeply intertwined with Lucky’s quest.
After losing her parents, Lucky is determined to hold onto her guardian, Brigitte, who represents a
form of family for her. The novel emphasizes that family can take many forms, and it is not always
about blood relations. Lucky learns that love, support, and understanding are what truly define family.

Grief and Healing

The themes of grief and healing are also explored profoundly in the narrative. Lucky’s experiences
highlight the pain of loss and the process of healing. Through her adventures, she learns to confront
her grief and find ways to cope with her feelings, which is a crucial aspect of growing up.

Self-Discovery and Growth

Lucky's journey is not just about external adventures but also about internal growth. As she navigates
her fears and insecurities, she learns valuable lessons about herself and her place in the world. The
theme of self-discovery is illustrated through her interactions with other characters and her reflections
on her circumstances.

Character Analysis

The characters in The Higher Power of Lucky are vividly drawn and contribute significantly to the
thematic richness of the novel. Here are some key characters:

Lucky Trimble

Lucky is a complex and relatable protagonist. Her curiosity, determination, and vulnerability make her
a compelling character. She embodies the struggles of childhood, especially the desire for stability
and understanding in a world that often feels unpredictable. Throughout the story, readers witness
her evolution from a girl fixated on luck to one who embraces her reality and learns to navigate life’s
uncertainties.



Brigitte

Brigitte is Lucky's guardian, and her character represents stability and nurturing. As a French woman
living in a small American town, she brings a unique perspective to the narrative. Her potential
departure from Hard Pan serves as a catalyst for Lucky's journey, prompting her to confront her fears
of abandonment and loss.

The Hottentots

The group of children known as the Hottentots serves as a microcosm of childhood experiences. Each
member has their own quirks and challenges, reflecting the diversity of emotions and situations
children face. Through their interactions, the novel highlights the importance of friendship and
community in overcoming personal obstacles.

The Impact of The Higher Power of Lucky on Readers
and Literature

Since its publication, The Higher Power of Lucky has made a significant impact on children's literature.
Its candid approach to complex themes has resonated with young readers and educators alike. Some
notable aspects of its impact include:

Encouraging Open Discussions

The book has opened up dialogues about sensitive topics such as loss, grief, and the concept of
family. Educators and parents have found it to be a valuable resource for discussing these themes
with children, promoting emotional intelligence and understanding.

Challenging Stereotypes

Patron’s portrayal of life in a small town and the diversity of its inhabitants challenges stereotypes
often perpetuated in children's literature. The characters are multifaceted, showcasing the richness of
human experiences beyond simplistic narratives.

Winning the Newbery Medal

Winning the Newbery Medal is a testament to the novel's quality and its contribution to children's
literature. The award not only recognizes outstanding writing but also promotes books that reflect the
cultural and emotional realities of children's lives.



Conclusion

In conclusion, The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron is a profound exploration of luck, family,
grief, and self-discovery. Through the journey of Lucky Trimble, readers are invited to reflect on their
own beliefs about luck and the forces that shape their lives. The novel's themes resonate on multiple
levels, making it a timeless piece that continues to inspire and educate young readers.

As children navigate the complexities of their emotions and relationships, The Higher Power of Lucky
provides a comforting reminder that while luck may play a role in life, it is love, family, and self-
acceptance that ultimately guide us through our journeys.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Higher Power of
Lucky'?
The main themes of 'The Higher Power of Lucky' include the search for identity, the importance of
community, and the concept of luck as a guiding force in life. The story also touches on themes of
resilience and the journey of self-discovery.

How does the character Lucky embody the struggles faced by
children in difficult circumstances?
Lucky, as the protagonist, faces the challenges of growing up in a small town with an unstable family
situation. Her quest for her 'higher power' symbolizes her struggle to find stability, belonging, and
hope amidst her uncertainties.

What role does the setting play in 'The Higher Power of
Lucky'?
The setting of the novel, a small desert town in Nevada, plays a crucial role in shaping the characters
and their experiences. It reflects the isolation and challenges that Lucky faces while also highlighting
the close-knit community that supports her journey.

How does Susan Patron use humor in 'The Higher Power of
Lucky'?
Susan Patron incorporates humor through Lucky's quirky observations and interactions with the
eccentric townspeople. This lightheartedness balances the more serious themes and allows readers to
connect with Lucky's character on a deeper level.

What impact did 'The Higher Power of Lucky' have on



children's literature?
The book sparked discussions about the portrayal of complex issues in children's literature, such as
family instability and the search for belonging. Its controversial themes led to debates about
censorship, ultimately encouraging more inclusive storytelling in children's books.
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