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the history of al tabari vol 26 carole hillenbrand is a significant scholarly work that
delves into a crucial period of Islamic history through the lens of one of the most respected
historians and translators in the field. This volume, part of the renowned multi-volume
series translating and analyzing the monumental historical chronicle by al-Tabari, benefits
from Carole Hillenbrand’s expert commentary and translation. The work captures the
complex political, social, and religious dynamics of the era it covers, providing readers with
invaluable insights into early Islamic civilization. This article explores the historical context
of al-Tabari’s original writings, the significance of volume 26 in the series, and Carole
Hillenbrand’s contributions as a historian and translator. Furthermore, it examines the
scholarly impact and reception of this volume, highlighting its role in contemporary Islamic
studies. The comprehensive review will also outline the structure and themes addressed in
this volume, offering a detailed understanding of its place within both al-Tabari’s corpus
and modern historiography.
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Background of Al-Tabari’s Historical Works
Al-Tabari, born in 839 CE, was a Persian scholar and historian whose monumental work,
Tarikh al-Rusul wa al-Muluk (History of Prophets and Kings), remains one of the most
comprehensive chronicles of early Islamic history. Spanning from the creation of the world
to the 10th century, al-Tabari’s history combines narrative accounts, genealogies, and
critical analysis of events. This vast compilation serves as a primary source for
understanding the political, social, and religious developments of the early Islamic period.
His historiographical method involved collecting various accounts and often presenting
multiple perspectives, allowing readers to engage with the complexities of historical truth.

The Significance of Al-Tabari’s Chronicles
Al-Tabari’s chronicles are valued not only for their breadth but also for their methodological
rigor. He meticulously cited his sources, ranging from oral traditions to earlier written
records, emphasizing transparency in historical narrative. This approach set a standard for
Islamic historiography and influenced subsequent generations of historians. His work offers



detailed insights into the lives of the Prophet Muhammad, the Rashidun Caliphs, and the
Umayyad and Abbasid dynasties, making it indispensable for scholars of Islamic history.

Overview of The History of Al Tabari Volume 26
Volume 26 of The History of Al Tabari series covers a specific epoch within the broader
timeline presented by al-Tabari. This volume focuses on the events and figures that shaped
the Islamic world during a critical juncture, often emphasizing political upheavals,
leadership transitions, and religious developments. As part of the ongoing translation and
annotation project, volume 26 provides an English-speaking audience with access to this
pivotal historical narrative, enriched by scholarly notes and contextual analysis.

Content and Scope of Volume 26
This volume includes detailed accounts of significant battles, caliphal successions, and key
personalities who influenced the course of Islamic history. It highlights the challenges faced
by ruling authorities and the socio-political landscape of the time. The text is carefully
translated to maintain the integrity of al-Tabari’s original work while clarifying complex
passages for modern readers.

Place Within the Multi-Volume Series
The History of Al Tabari series is a monumental translation project that spans numerous
volumes. Volume 26 fits within this continuum by bridging earlier historical periods with
later developments, ensuring continuity and comprehensive coverage. This volume’s
release marks a significant milestone in making al-Tabari’s exhaustive history accessible
and understandable across linguistic and cultural boundaries.

Carole Hillenbrand’s Role and Contributions
Carole Hillenbrand is a distinguished scholar in Islamic history and literature, known for her
expertise in medieval Islamic studies. Her involvement in the translation and commentary
of The History of Al Tabari Volume 26 brings authoritative insight and academic rigor to the
project. Hillenbrand’s deep understanding of Islamic historiography and cultural contexts
enhances the readability and scholarly value of this volume.

Expertise in Islamic Historiography
Hillenbrand’s background includes extensive research on Islamic political and religious
history, particularly during the medieval period. Her scholarly work often emphasizes the
interaction between Islamic societies and their neighbors, as well as the evolution of Islamic
thought. This expertise allows her to provide nuanced commentary that situates al-Tabari’s
narrative within broader historical frameworks.



Translation Approach and Scholarly Commentary
In translating volume 26, Hillenbrand balances fidelity to the original Arabic text with
accessibility for contemporary audiences. Her annotations clarify historical references,
explain terminologies, and address ambiguities inherent in the source material. This
approach ensures that readers not only receive an accurate translation but also gain
contextual understanding necessary for critical engagement with the text.

Historical Themes Covered in Volume 26
Volume 26 of The History of Al Tabari addresses a variety of themes central to Islamic
history, reflecting the complexity of the period it covers. The narrative encompasses
political intrigue, religious developments, military campaigns, and societal transformations.
These themes are woven together to provide a multifaceted portrayal of the era.

Political Upheaval and Leadership
This volume places significant emphasis on the shifts in political power, detailing caliphal
successions and conflicts among ruling factions. It highlights the challenges faced by
leaders in maintaining authority and navigating internal dissent, as well as external threats.

Religious Developments and Sectarianism
The text explores emerging religious movements and sects within Islam, documenting
theological disputes and the impact of religious authority on governance. This focus
elucidates the interplay between politics and religion during this formative period.

Military Campaigns and Expansion
The volume details key battles and military strategies that shaped territorial expansions
and defense. These accounts provide insight into the military history of the Islamic world
and its interactions with neighboring powers.

Societal and Cultural Transformations
In addition to political and religious narratives, volume 26 touches upon societal changes,
including shifts in social structures, cultural exchanges, and economic developments. These
aspects contribute to a holistic understanding of the period.

Caliphal succession crises

Theological disputes and sectarian divisions
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Scholarly Impact and Reception
The History of Al Tabari Volume 26, under Carole Hillenbrand’s stewardship, has been
widely recognized for its scholarly contribution to Islamic studies. The volume enriches
academic discourse by making a critical segment of al-Tabari’s history accessible and
providing interpretive frameworks that enhance understanding.

Reception Among Historians and Academics
Scholars have praised the volume for its meticulous translation and insightful commentary.
It serves as a valuable resource for historians, theologians, and students interested in the
nuances of early Islamic history. The work’s clarity and depth have helped bridge gaps in
knowledge and foster further research.

Role in Contemporary Islamic Studies
This volume supports contemporary studies by offering a primary source that complements
modern historical methodologies. It encourages interdisciplinary approaches, integrating
history, religious studies, and political science to examine the complexities of the Islamic
past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The History of al-Tabari Vol 26' about as edited
by Carole Hillenbrand?
It is a translation and commentary on the 26th volume of al-Tabari's historical chronicle,
focusing on the Abbasid Caliphate period, providing detailed insights into early Islamic
history.

Who is Carole Hillenbrand in relation to 'The History of
al-Tabari Vol 26'?
Carole Hillenbrand is a renowned historian and scholar of Islamic history who contributed to
the editing, translation, or commentary of the 26th volume of al-Tabari's history.

Why is al-Tabari's historical work significant in Islamic
studies?
Al-Tabari's history is one of the most comprehensive early Islamic chronicles, offering
detailed narratives on political, social, and religious aspects of the Islamic world from its
beginnings through the Abbasid era.



What time period does Volume 26 of al-Tabari's history
cover?
Volume 26 covers the later Abbasid period, detailing events such as political developments,
caliphal reigns, and significant occurrences in the 10th century Islamic world.

How does Carole Hillenbrand's expertise enhance the
understanding of Volume 26?
Her expertise provides critical annotations, contextual analysis, and scholarly interpretation
that clarify complex historical events and cultural references within the volume.

Where can one access 'The History of al-Tabari Vol 26'
edited by Carole Hillenbrand?
It is available through academic publishers, libraries, and online platforms specializing in
historical and Islamic studies texts.

What are some key themes explored in Volume 26 of al-
Tabari's history?
Key themes include political power struggles, governance of the Abbasid Caliphate,
religious movements, and societal changes during the 10th century.

How reliable is al-Tabari's account in Volume 26?
Al-Tabari is considered a primary and generally reliable source, though his accounts are
supplemented by modern scholarship like Hillenbrand's to address biases and contextual
gaps.

What makes Carole Hillenbrand's edition of Volume 26
unique?
Her edition stands out due to meticulous translation, comprehensive footnotes, and
integration of contemporary research that makes the historical text accessible to modern
readers.

Additional Resources
1. The History of al-Tabari, Volume 26: The Waning of the Umayyad Caliphate by Carole
Hillenbrand
This volume of al-Tabari’s monumental history focuses on the decline of the Umayyad
dynasty and the rise of the Abbasids. Carole Hillenbrand’s translation and commentary
provide critical insights into the political, social, and religious transformations during this
pivotal period. The book is essential for understanding the complexities of early Islamic
history through one of its most important chroniclers.



2. The History of al-Tabari, Volumes 25 and 27: The Abbasid Revolution and Early Abbasid
Rule
These companion volumes explore the Abbasid Revolution that ended Umayyad rule and
the establishment of the Abbasid Caliphate. Together with Volume 26, they offer a
comprehensive narrative of the power shifts and key figures involved. The series is
invaluable for scholars and students of Islamic history seeking detailed primary accounts.

3. Early Islamic History: A New Interpretation by Carole Hillenbrand
In this work, Hillenbrand reexamines the formative centuries of Islamic history, challenging
traditional narratives. She uses sources like al-Tabari to provide fresh perspectives on
political and religious developments. This book complements her translation work by
providing broader analytical context.

4. The Umayyads: The Rise of Islamic Art by Oleg Grabar
While focusing on the cultural and artistic achievements of the Umayyad period, this book
also provides historical background relevant to al-Tabari’s accounts. It sheds light on the
era’s architectural and artistic innovations amidst political change. Readers can gain a
multidimensional understanding of the Umayyad legacy.

5. The Abbasid Caliphate: A History by Tayeb El-Hibri
This book offers a thorough history of the Abbasid dynasty, covering its political, social, and
intellectual milestones. It contextualizes the events described in al-Tabari’s Volume 26
within the broader Abbasid period. The work is praised for its clear narrative and scholarly
depth.

6. Islamic Historiography by Chase F. Robinson
Robinson’s book explores the methods and sources of Islamic historical writing, with
detailed discussion of al-Tabari’s methodology. It helps readers understand the
historiographical context of Volume 26 and the challenges of reconstructing early Islamic
history. This book is essential for those interested in the theory behind the historical texts.

7. The Early Islamic Conquests by Fred M. Donner
Donner’s analysis of the military expansions during the early Islamic period provides
background to the political changes chronicled by al-Tabari. His work highlights the
dynamics that led to the Umayyad and Abbasid shifts in power. This book pairs well with
Volume 26 for a military and political perspective.

8. The Caliphate: Its Rise, Decline, and Fall by William M. Watt
Watt provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of the caliphate’s history, including
the Umayyad and Abbasid eras. His insights aid in understanding the broader historical
canvas on which al-Tabari’s narratives are set. The book is accessible to both general
readers and specialists.

9. Medieval Islamic Political Thought by Patricia Crone
Crone examines the development of political ideas during the early Islamic centuries, a
theme central to al-Tabari’s historical accounts. Her work illuminates the ideological
underpinnings of the transitions described in Volume 26. This book enriches the reader’s
grasp of the historical and intellectual context.
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