the history of the aryan brotherhood

the history of the aryan brotherhood traces the origins, development, and impact of one of the most
notorious prison gangs in the United States. Founded in the 1960s, the Aryan Brotherhood has
evolved from a small group of white supremacist inmates into a highly organized and violent criminal
enterprise. This article explores the gang’s formation, ideology, criminal activities, and influence within
the prison system and beyond. Understanding the history of the Aryan Brotherhood provides insight
into the broader context of prison gangs, racial tensions, and organized crime. The following sections
will cover the gang’s origins, growth, symbols and beliefs, criminal enterprises, and law enforcement

responses.
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Origins and Formation

The history of the Aryan Brotherhood begins in the 1960s within the California prison system. The
gang was initially established to protect white inmates from other groups, especially African American
and Hispanic gangs. The social climate of the time, marked by racial tensions and civil rights struggles,

contributed to the emergence of racially based prison gangs. The Aryan Brotherhood started as a



relatively small organization but rapidly gained notoriety for its violent enforcement of white

supremacist ideology and its strict codes of loyalty.

Early Years and Founders

The Aryan Brotherhood was founded around 1964 in San Quentin State Prison, California. Its founders
were a group of white inmates who banded together for mutual protection and to assert dominance in
a racially charged prison environment. Over time, the Brotherhood developed a hierarchical structure
with formal membership rules. The founders emphasized racial purity and loyalty, which became key

components of the gang’s identity.

Expansion Across Prisons

Following its inception, the Aryan Brotherhood expanded beyond San Quentin to other prisons
throughout California and eventually nationwide. This growth was fueled by the gang’s reputation for
violence and its involvement in organized criminal enterprises. By the 1980s and 1990s, the Aryan
Brotherhood had established a presence in numerous federal and state prisons, increasing its

membership and influence.

Ideology and Symbolism

The Aryan Brotherhood’s ideology is rooted in white supremacist beliefs, emphasizing racial
segregation and the dominance of the white race. The gang’s symbols and rituals reinforce its identity

and serve as tools for recruitment and intimidation within the prison system.

White Supremacy and Racism

Central to the Aryan Brotherhood’s ideology is an extremist interpretation of white supremacy. The

gang promotes hatred against minority groups and espouses a belief in the superiority of the Aryan



race. This racist ideology influences the gang’s violent actions and alliances, as well as its internal

discipline and membership criteria.

Symbols and Tattoos

Members of the Aryan Brotherhood often display tattoos and symbols that signify their affiliation and
rank within the gang. Common symbols include the swastika, the shamrock, and the black sun.
Tattoos serve both as a mark of identity and as a warning to rivals. The gang also uses coded

language and hand signs to communicate within and outside prison walls.

e Swastika: Represents Aryan heritage and white supremacy
e Shamrock: Symbolizes loyalty and brotherhood
¢ Black Sun: Associated with occult and mystical elements

¢ Numerical Codes: Such as “666” representing their notorious reputation

Criminal Activities and Operations

The Aryan Brotherhood is involved in a wide range of criminal activities, both inside and outside of
prison. Their operations are highly organized, making the gang a significant threat to public safety and

prison security.

Drug Trafficking and Smuggling

One of the primary sources of income for the Aryan Brotherhood is drug trafficking. The gang controls



the distribution of narcotics within prisons and extends its operations to the streets. Smuggling drugs
into prison facilities is a common criminal enterprise that sustains the Brotherhood’s influence and

finances.

Violence and Intimidation

The Aryan Brotherhood is notorious for its use of extreme violence, including murder, assault, and
intimidation to maintain control and enforce discipline. The gang uses violence against rival gangs and
perceived enemies, both inside prisons and in the outside world. Their reputation for brutality is a key

factor in their ability to operate with relative impunity.

Other Criminal Enterprises

In addition to drug trafficking and violence, the Aryan Brotherhood engages in a variety of other illegal

activities, such as:

e Extortion and racketeering within prisons
e Weapons trafficking and manufacturing
¢ Money laundering and fraud

e Contract killings and organized assaults

Influence within the Prison System

The Aryan Brotherhood has a significant impact on the dynamics of the prison system. Their presence

affects the safety, security, and administration of correctional facilities across the United States.



Prison Hierarchy and Control

The Aryan Brotherhood operates with a strict hierarchy, where leadership exercises control over
members and activities. This structure allows the gang to influence other inmates and prison staff,
often through intimidation or corruption. The gang’s control over drug markets and violent enforcement

contributes to their dominance in many prisons.

Impact on Prison Violence and Security

The gang’s involvement in violent incidents contributes to high levels of unrest and danger within
correctional facilities. Prison officials face ongoing challenges in managing the Aryan Brotherhood’s
activities, which often include orchestrating violent outbreaks, smuggling contraband, and threatening

staff and inmates.

Law Enforcement and Legal Actions

Due to the Aryan Brotherhood’s criminal activities and violent reputation, law enforcement agencies

have prioritized efforts to dismantle the gang and reduce its influence.

Federal and State Investigations

Multiple law enforcement agencies, including the FBI and the Department of Justice, have conducted
extensive investigations targeting the Aryan Brotherhood. These operations focus on disrupting the
gang’s leadership, financial networks, and criminal enterprises. RICO (Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations) statutes have been instrumental in prosecuting members on charges ranging

from murder to drug trafficking.



Notable Prosecutions and Sentences

Over the years, numerous high-ranking members of the Aryan Brotherhood have been arrested and
sentenced to lengthy prison terms or even the death penalty. These prosecutions have weakened the
gang’s leadership but have not eliminated its presence entirely. The complexity and secrecy of the

Brotherhood’s operations pose ongoing challenges for law enforcement.

¢ Use of RICO laws to target organized crime
¢ Joint task forces combining federal and state resources
e Cooperation with prison officials to gather intelligence

o Efforts to disrupt financial and drug trafficking networks

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Aryan Brotherhood?

The Aryan Brotherhood is a white supremacist prison gang founded in the 1960s in the California

prison system. It is known for its involvement in organized crime and its promotion of racist ideologies.

When and where was the Aryan Brotherhood founded?

The Aryan Brotherhood was founded in the mid-1960s at San Quentin State Prison in California.

What were the original goals of the Aryan Brotherhood?

The Aryan Brotherhood was originally formed as a means of protection for white inmates against other



prison gangs, evolving into a criminal organization with racist and violent objectives.

How did the Aryan Brotherhood's influence expand beyond prison
walls?

Over time, the Aryan Brotherhood expanded its activities outside prison, engaging in drug trafficking,

murder-for-hire, extortion, and other criminal enterprises across the United States.

What symbols and codes are associated with the Aryan Brotherhood?

The Aryan Brotherhood uses symbols such as the shamrock, swastikas, and the numbers 666 and 88.

Members often have tattoos displaying these symbols to signify allegiance.

How has law enforcement responded to the Aryan Brotherhood
historically?

Law enforcement agencies have conducted extensive investigations and prosecutions against the

Aryan Brotherhood, resulting in numerous convictions and efforts to dismantle the gang's operations.

What impact has the Aryan Brotherhood had on prison culture in the

us.?

The Aryan Brotherhood has significantly influenced prison culture by fostering violent racial tensions,

controlling illicit activities within prisons, and affecting inmate dynamics through its organized structure.

Additional Resources

1. Blood in the Brotherhood: The Rise of the Aryan Brotherhood
This book offers a detailed exploration of the origins and growth of the Aryan Brotherhood within the
American prison system. It examines the social and political factors that contributed to the gang's

formation and its evolution into a powerful criminal organization. Through interviews and archival



research, the author provides an inside look at the Brotherhood's structure and influence.

2. Prison Politics and the Aryan Brotherhood

Focusing on the complex dynamics of prison life, this book analyzes how the Aryan Brotherhood
established control and influence behind bars. It highlights the gang’s role in prison violence, drug
trafficking, and racial tensions. The author also discusses the Brotherhood's impact on the broader

criminal justice system.

3. White Supremacy Behind Bars: The Aryan Brotherhood's Legacy

This title delves into the white supremacist ideology that underpins the Aryan Brotherhood's identity. It
traces the historical roots of the gang’s racist beliefs and examines how these ideologies are
maintained and propagated within prison walls. The book also explores the Brotherhood's connections

to wider white nationalist movements.

4. Inside the Aryan Brotherhood: A Gang's Journey Through Violence and Loyalty

Offering an insider’s perspective, this book chronicles the violent history and internal codes of the
Aryan Brotherhood. It presents firsthand accounts from former members and law enforcement officials,
shedding light on the gang’s operations and rituals. The narrative uncovers how loyalty and brutality

coexist within the Brotherhood.

5. The Aryan Brotherhood: Organized Crime and Racial Terror

This comprehensive study investigates the Aryan Brotherhood’s involvement in organized crime
beyond prison walls. The author details the gang’s activities in drug trafficking, murder-for-hire, and
extortion, demonstrating its reach into various criminal enterprises. The book also considers the gang’s

role in perpetuating racial terror in communities.

6. Race, Power, and the Aryan Brotherhood: A Sociological Perspective

Examining the Aryan Brotherhood through the lens of sociology, this book explores how race and
power dynamics shape the gang’s identity and actions. It discusses the socio-economic factors that
drive individuals to join and sustain the Brotherhood. The analysis offers insight into the broader

implications of racial gangs in American society.



7. White Hate: The Aryan Brotherhood and the American Prison System

This book provides a critical look at how institutional racism and prison conditions have facilitated the
rise of the Aryan Brotherhood. It discusses the systemic issues that allow white supremacist gangs to
thrive and the challenges faced in combating their influence. The author calls for reforms aimed at

addressing the root causes of prison gang proliferation.

8. Shadow Brotherhood: The Secret World of the Aryan Brotherhood

Unveiling the clandestine operations of the Aryan Brotherhood, this book exposes the gang’s covert
networks and illegal enterprises. It includes investigative reporting on the Brotherhood’s communication
methods, recruitment strategies, and external alliances. The narrative reveals the complexity and

adaptability of the gang’s criminal activities.

9. Enemies Within: The Aryan Brotherhood and the Struggle for Prison Control

This work explores the violent power struggles between the Aryan Brotherhood and other prison
gangs. It highlights the Brotherhood’s tactics for maintaining dominance and the consequences of
inter-gang conflicts on prison safety. The author provides a nuanced understanding of the ongoing

battle for control inside correctional facilities.
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