
the history of upshur county west
virginia cutright
the history of upshur county west virginia cutright is a fascinating exploration of the
region’s development, notable families, and cultural heritage. Upshur County, nestled in
the heart of West Virginia, has a rich historical tapestry shaped by early settlers, including
the Cutright family, whose contributions are integral to understanding the county's
evolution. This article delves into the origins of Upshur County, its settlement patterns,
and the pivotal role played by the Cutright lineage in the area's growth. Additionally, it
covers the county’s economic, social, and political transformations over the centuries. By
examining various facets of Upshur County’s past, this piece offers a comprehensive
overview that highlights the significance of the Cutright family within the broader
historical context. The following sections outline the key elements of the county’s history
and the Cutright family’s enduring legacy.

Origins and Formation of Upshur County

The Early Settlers and the Cutright Family

Economic Development and Industry

Cultural and Social Contributions

Political Influence and Notable Events

Origins and Formation of Upshur County
Upshur County was officially established in 1851, carved out from portions of Randolph,
Barbour, and Lewis counties in what was then Virginia. The county is named after Abel
Parker Upshur, a prominent Virginia statesman and Secretary of State under President
John Tyler. Its formation marked a significant administrative development in the region,
facilitating local governance and community organization. The history of Upshur County
West Virginia Cutright is intertwined with these foundational moments, as early families
like the Cutrights were among the pioneers who helped shape the area’s identity.

Geographical Setting and Early Boundaries
Located in north-central West Virginia, Upshur County is characterized by rolling hills,
fertile valleys, and abundant natural resources. The early boundaries were drawn to
encompass strategic waterways and settlement areas, providing settlers access to
transportation routes and agricultural land. These geographical features influenced
settlement patterns and economic activities in the county’s formative years.



Impact of Statehood and Civil War
The creation of West Virginia as a separate state in 1863 during the Civil War had
profound effects on Upshur County. The region, including families such as the Cutrights,
found itself amidst political realignment and social upheaval. The county’s loyalties and
resources were tested during this period, influencing its subsequent development and
historical narrative.

The Early Settlers and the Cutright Family
The Cutright family is among the earliest documented settlers in Upshur County,
contributing significantly to its settlement and growth. The history of Upshur County West
Virginia Cutright is marked by the family's pioneering spirit, agricultural endeavors, and
community leadership. Tracing the Cutright lineage provides insight into the broader
patterns of migration and settlement in the Appalachian region.

Origins of the Cutright Family in Upshur County
Members of the Cutright family migrated to Upshur County in the early-to-mid 19th
century, establishing homesteads and farms. Their origins can be linked to earlier
settlements in neighboring counties and states, reflecting the westward movement of
settlers seeking new opportunities. The Cutrights quickly became prominent in local
affairs, helping to build churches, schools, and civic institutions.

Family Contributions to Local Development
The Cutright family were instrumental in various sectors, including agriculture,
commerce, and education. Their farms served as key sources of produce and livestock,
while some family members engaged in mercantile ventures. The Cutrights also played
roles in founding community organizations and supporting the county’s infrastructure
improvements.

Economic Development and Industry
Upshur County’s economic history is closely linked to its natural resources and the
industriousness of its residents, including the Cutright family. Over time, the county
transitioned from a primarily agrarian economy to one that included timber, coal, and
manufacturing industries. Understanding these economic shifts is essential to grasping
the broader historical context of the region.

Agriculture and Early Economy
In its early days, Upshur County’s economy was dominated by subsistence and commercial
farming. Crops such as corn, wheat, and tobacco were cultivated, with livestock raising



complementing crop production. The Cutrights were among the families who maintained
successful farms, contributing to the county’s food supply and trade networks.

Timber and Coal Industries
By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the timber and coal industries became vital to
Upshur County’s economy. Vast forests provided lumber for construction and export, while
coal mining attracted workers and investment. These industries spurred population
growth and urbanization, particularly around Buckhannon, the county seat.

Expansion of logging operations

Development of coal mines and related infrastructure

Impact on transportation, including railroads

Economic diversification and employment opportunities

Cultural and Social Contributions
The history of Upshur County West Virginia Cutright is also marked by rich cultural and
social developments. The Cutright family, alongside other early settlers, helped establish
religious, educational, and cultural institutions that fostered community cohesion and
identity.

Religious Foundations and Institutions
Religious life played a central role in Upshur County’s communities. Churches served as
spiritual centers and venues for social gatherings. The Cutright family was active in
supporting and sometimes founding local churches, which became pillars of moral
guidance and community service.

Education and Community Building
Education was valued among the residents of Upshur County, with early schools
established to serve the children of settlers. Members of the Cutright family contributed to
educational initiatives, including the establishment of schools and promotion of literacy.
These efforts enhanced social mobility and community stability.



Political Influence and Notable Events
Political developments in Upshur County have been influenced by its residents’
engagement in local and state affairs. The Cutright family’s participation in politics and
civic leadership reflects their commitment to shaping the county’s governance and
policies.

Local Governance and Leadership
Several members of the Cutright family held public offices or served on committees that
influenced county decisions. Their involvement ranged from judicial roles to election as
county commissioners, underscoring the family’s influence in political spheres.

Significant Historical Events
Upshur County has witnessed various events that shaped its political and social landscape,
including:

The Civil War and its aftermath

The rise of labor movements related to mining and industry

Community responses to economic challenges during the Great Depression

Mid-20th century modernization and infrastructure projects

The Cutright family’s presence during these events highlights their role as community
stakeholders and active participants in the county’s evolving history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Cutright in the history of Upshur County, West
Virginia?
Cutright refers to members of the Cutright family who were early settlers and influential
figures in the development of Upshur County, West Virginia.

What role did the Cutright family play in the
establishment of Upshur County?
The Cutright family contributed to the early settlement, agriculture, and community
building in Upshur County, helping to shape its growth during the 19th century.



Are there any historical landmarks in Upshur County
related to the Cutright family?
Yes, several historic sites and homesteads in Upshur County are associated with the
Cutright family, reflecting their significance in the county's heritage.

When did the Cutright family first arrive in Upshur
County, West Virginia?
The Cutright family is believed to have arrived in Upshur County during the early to
mid-1800s, participating in the westward expansion and settlement of the region.

How has the history of the Cutright family been
documented in Upshur County?
The history of the Cutright family in Upshur County has been documented through local
historical records, genealogical studies, and county histories that highlight their
contributions to the area's development.

Additional Resources
1. Echoes of the Past: A History of Upshur County, West Virginia
This comprehensive book explores the rich history of Upshur County from its founding in
the early 19th century to modern times. It delves into the county’s development, key
historical events, and notable figures who shaped the region. Readers will gain insight into
the cultural and economic transformations that have defined Upshur County over the
years.

2. Cutright Chronicles: The Legacy of a West Virginia Family
Focusing on the Cutright family, this book traces their roots and contributions to Upshur
County’s growth. It highlights personal stories, family genealogies, and the social impact
the Cutrights had within the community. The narrative intertwines family history with
broader county developments.

3. Upshur County in the Civil War Era
This volume examines the turbulent times of the Civil War and its effects on Upshur
County and its residents. It includes accounts of local battles, political tensions, and the
county’s role in West Virginia’s statehood. The book also sheds light on the lives of
soldiers and civilians during this critical period.

4. From Forests to Farms: Economic Development in Upshur County
Detailing the transition of Upshur County’s economy, this book covers the shift from
timber and natural resource exploitation to agriculture and industry. It discusses how
these changes influenced population growth, infrastructure, and community life. Historical
photographs and maps enrich the narrative.

5. Voices of Upshur: Oral Histories and Stories
A collection of interviews and personal recollections from longtime residents of Upshur



County, preserving the voices and memories of the past. The book captures diverse
perspectives on daily life, traditions, and significant local events. It serves as a valuable
resource for understanding the county’s cultural heritage.

6. The Architecture of Upshur County: Buildings and Heritage
This book presents an architectural survey of Upshur County, highlighting historic homes,
public buildings, and landmarks. It explores the styles, construction techniques, and
preservation efforts that reveal the county’s historical evolution. Readers learn about the
stories behind prominent structures, including those linked to the Cutright family.

7. Education and Community Growth in Upshur County
Tracing the development of schools and educational institutions, this book illustrates how
education has shaped Upshur County’s social fabric. It includes profiles of early schools,
educators, and key reforms that impacted learning opportunities. The work emphasizes
the role of education in community advancement.

8. Religious Roots: Churches and Faith in Upshur County
This book explores the religious history of Upshur County, focusing on the establishment
and influence of various churches and denominations. It examines how faith communities
contributed to social cohesion and local traditions. The narrative includes stories of
prominent religious leaders and historic church buildings.

9. Natural Landscapes and Conservation in Upshur County
Highlighting the county’s natural beauty, this book discusses the geography, flora, and
fauna of Upshur County. It also addresses conservation efforts and the relationship
between residents and their environment over time. The work provides context for
understanding how nature has played a role in the county’s history and identity.
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