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the hitchhiker by roald dahl questions and answers offers an insightful exploration into one of
Roald Dahl’s captivating short stories. This article provides a comprehensive guide to understanding
the narrative, themes, characters, and literary techniques employed in "The Hitchhiker." By
examining key questions and answers related to the story, readers can deepen their appreciation for
Dahl’'s mastery in crafting suspense and surprise endings. The discussion also covers the story’s plot
summary, character analysis, and underlying messages, making it an essential resource for students
and literature enthusiasts alike. Following a structured approach, this article combines factual
explanations with critical interpretations to enhance comprehension. The content is optimized for
those seeking detailed and authoritative information on the subject. Below is the table of contents to
navigate the main topics covered.
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Plot Summary of "The Hitchhiker"

The story "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl revolves around an encounter between the narrator and a
mysterious hitchhiker. The narrator, traveling alone on a motorcycle, picks up a hitchhiker who
appears to have extraordinary skills. Throughout their journey, the hitchhiker reveals his ability to
pick locks and perform feats that astonish the narrator. The plot builds suspense through the gradual
revelation of the hitchhiker’s talents and ends with a surprising twist. This concise yet engaging
narrative showcases Dahl’s talent for blending intrigue with unexpected outcomes.

Overview of Key Events

The story begins with the narrator setting out on a solo motorcycle trip. He soon encounters a
hitchhiker who requests a ride. As they travel together, the hitchhiker demonstrates his ability to
open locked doors effortlessly, which intrigues the narrator. The hitchhiker's calm demeanor and
mysterious background add to the suspense. Eventually, the narrator learns that the hitchhiker is a
skilled safecracker, which leads to an unforeseen conclusion, highlighting themes of deception and
appearances.



Significance of the Twist Ending

The twist ending of "The Hitchhiker" is a hallmark of Roald Dahl’s storytelling style. It challenges the
reader’s initial assumptions about the characters and the situation. The unexpected revelation about
the hitchhiker’s true nature forces readers to reconsider the entire narrative from a new perspective.
This technique not only enhances the story’s impact but also emphasizes the unpredictability of
human encounters.

Main Characters and Their Roles

Understanding the characters in "The Hitchhiker" is crucial for grasping the story’s depth and
meaning. The narrative primarily focuses on two characters: the narrator and the hitchhiker. Each
character plays a pivotal role in driving the plot and highlighting the story’s central themes.

The Narrator

The narrator is a solitary traveler on a motorcycle who represents the reader’s point of view. His
curiosity and eventual fascination with the hitchhiker’s abilities guide the story’s progression. The
narrator’s perspective is limited, which allows Dahl to surprise the audience with the hitchhiker’s true
identity. His reactions reflect common human traits such as trust, suspicion, and wonder.

The Hitchhiker

The hitchhiker is an enigmatic figure with exceptional skills in lock-picking and safe-cracking. His calm
and confident demeanor contrasts with the narrator’s initial skepticism. The hitchhiker embodies
themes of mystery, deception, and skillfulness. Through this character, Dahl explores the idea that
appearances can be deceiving and that extraordinary talents may be hidden beneath an ordinary
exterior.

Themes Explored in the Story

"The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl delves into several significant themes that contribute to the story’s
richness and complexity. These themes resonate with readers and invite deeper reflection on human
nature and social interactions.

Theme of Deception and Trust

One of the central themes is deception, as the hitchhiker hides his true identity and intentions from
the narrator. The story examines how trust is established and broken between strangers, highlighting
the risks involved in trusting others. Dahl uses this theme to create tension and to surprise the reader
with the hitchhiker’s real capabilities.



Theme of Skill and Intelligence

The story emphasizes the value of skill and intelligence, particularly through the hitchhiker’s
remarkable ability to pick locks. This theme is connected to the idea that talents can be used for both
good and ill purposes. Dahl presents intelligence as a powerful tool that can influence outcomes in
unexpected ways.

Theme of Appearance versus Reality

Dahl explores the disparity between how things appear and their underlying reality. The hitchhiker
seems like an ordinary person but possesses extraordinary skills. This theme encourages readers to
question their assumptions and recognize that people may not always be what they seem.

Literary Devices and Techniques

Roald Dahl employs various literary devices and techniques in "The Hitchhiker" to enhance the story’s
effectiveness. These elements contribute to the suspenseful and engaging narrative that
characterizes Dahl’s writing style.

Use of Suspense and Foreshadowing

Dahl skillfully builds suspense by gradually revealing the hitchhiker’s abilities and creating an
atmosphere of mystery. Foreshadowing is used to hint at the twist ending without giving too much
away, maintaining reader interest and anticipation throughout the story.

Symbolism

The hitchhiker himself symbolizes hidden knowledge and the unpredictable nature of human
encounters. The locked doors and safes represent secrets and barriers that can be overcome with skill
and intelligence. This symbolism adds layers of meaning to the narrative.

Dialogue and Characterization

The dialogue between the narrator and the hitchhiker reveals their personalities and builds the
relationship that is central to the plot. Dahl uses concise and purposeful dialogue to develop
characters and advance the story efficiently.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

This section addresses common inquiries regarding "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl, providing clear
and informative responses to enhance understanding of the story.



What is the main message of "The Hitchhiker"?

The primary message revolves around the unpredictability of human nature and the idea that
appearances can be deceiving. Dahl encourages readers to look beyond superficial impressions and
be aware of hidden talents and intentions.

Why is the hitchhiker’s skill important to the story?

The hitchhiker’s skill in picking locks is crucial as it drives the plot and leads to the twist ending. It
symbolizes intelligence and resourcefulness, which contrast with the narrator’s initial assumptions
and create dramatic tension.

How does Roald Dahl create suspense in the story?

Dahl creates suspense through gradual revelations, foreshadowing, and the mysterious nature of the
hitchhiker. The narrative pacing and limited perspective of the narrator keep readers engaged and
curious about what will happen next.

What literary techniques are prominent in "The Hitchhiker"?

Key techniques include the use of suspense, foreshadowing, symbolism, and effective dialogue. These
elements work together to build a compelling and memorable story with a surprising conclusion.

What lessons can be learned from the story?

Readers can learn about the importance of skepticism, the complexity of human behavior, and the
value of intelligence. The story also warns against making quick judgments based solely on
appearances.

How does the story reflect Roald Dahl’s writing style?

"The Hitchhiker" reflects Dahl’s penchant for dark humor, unexpected twists, and concise storytelling.
His ability to combine suspense with clever plot developments is evident throughout the narrative.

List of key questions about "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl:

e What is the plot of "The Hitchhiker"?
e Who are the main characters and their traits?
e What themes are explored in the story?

e What is the significance of the twist ending?



e How does Dahl build suspense?
e What literary devices are used?

e What moral or message does the story convey?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Hitchhiker' by Roald Dahl?

‘The Hitchhiker' explores themes of deception, cleverness, and justice, highlighting how wit and
intelligence can outsmart wrongdoing.

Who are the main characters in 'The Hitchhiker'?

The main characters are the narrator, a man traveling by car, and the hitchhiker, a mysterious and
cunning individual who reveals himself to be a skilled pickpocket.

How does the narrator first realize the hitchhiker is a
pickpocket?

The narrator notices the hitchhiker's nimble fingers and his strange behavior, which leads him to
suspect that the hitchhiker is stealing from him.

What role does the setting play in ‘'The Hitchhiker'?

The setting, mainly the road and the car, creates a confined and tense atmosphere that enhances the
suspense and interaction between the narrator and the hitchhiker.

What literary devices does Roald Dahl use in ‘'The Hitchhiker'?

Roald Dahl uses irony, suspense, and foreshadowing to engage readers and deliver a surprising twist
at the end.

What is the twist ending in 'The Hitchhiker'?

The twist is that the hitchhiker is not just any passenger but a master pickpocket who manages to
steal the narrator's valuables without being caught.

How does 'The Hitchhiker' reflect Roald Dahl's writing style?

'The Hitchhiker' reflects Dahl's penchant for dark humor, unexpected twists, and morally complex
characters.



Why does the narrator decide to give the hitchhiker a lift
despite his suspicions?

The narrator is initially polite and unassuming but becomes increasingly suspicious as he notices the
hitchhiker's behavior, yet he doesn't confront him immediately.

What message can readers take away from 'The Hitchhiker'?

Readers learn to be cautious of strangers and that appearances can be deceiving, emphasizing the
importance of awareness and quick thinking.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Roald Dahl's The Hitchhiker: Questions and Answers

This book delves into the intriguing short story "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl, offering a
comprehensive set of questions and answers designed to deepen readers' understanding. It covers
plot points, character analysis, and themes, helping students and fans alike to grasp the nuances of
the story. Ideal for classroom discussions and literature enthusiasts.

2. Roald Dahl's The Hitchhiker: A Study Guide

A detailed study guide that breaks down "The Hitchhiker" into manageable sections, accompanied by
qguestions and answers to test comprehension. This guide also includes background information about
Roald Dahl’s writing style and common motifs found in his stories. Perfect for teachers and students
preparing for exams.

3. Understanding The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl: Q&A Companion

This companion book provides thoughtful questions and insightful answers aimed at helping readers
analyze the story’s suspenseful plot and unexpected twist. It encourages critical thinking about the
characters’ motivations and the story’s moral implications. A valuable resource for readers who want
to go beyond the surface.

4. Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker Explained: Questions for Readers

Focused on engaging readers with interactive questions, this book promotes active reading and
comprehension. It includes multiple-choice, short answer, and essay questions with detailed answers
that clarify difficult parts of the story. Suitable for middle and high school levels.

5. Decoding The Hitchhiker: Roald Dahl's Story Through Q&A

This book offers an in-depth examination of "The Hitchhiker," emphasizing literary devices and
storytelling techniques used by Roald Dahl. Through targeted questions and answers, readers can
appreciate the craft behind the narrative’s suspense and humor. Recommended for literature clubs
and advanced readers.

6. The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl: Interactive Questions and Answers

Designed to make reading fun and educational, this interactive Q&A book includes puzzles and
quizzes related to the story. It encourages readers to engage with the text creatively and retain
important details. Great for self-study or group activities.

7. Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker: Comprehensive Q&A Guide
A thorough guide that covers every aspect of the story, from plot to theme, with clear and concise



questions and answers. This book is a useful tool for exam revision and classroom teaching,
facilitating a deeper understanding of Dahl’s narrative style. It also includes a glossary of terms for
young readers.

8. Questions and Answers on The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl for Young Readers

Tailored specifically for younger audiences, this book simplifies complex themes and language found
in "The Hitchhiker." It provides straightforward questions and answers to help children grasp the
story’s key messages without feeling overwhelmed. Perfect for elementary school reading sessions.

9. Critical Thinking with Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker: Q&A Workbook

This workbook encourages readers to think critically about the story’s plot twists and character
decisions through challenging questions and detailed answers. It promotes analytical skills and
encourages discussion about the story’s deeper meanings. Ideal for advanced students and book
clubs.
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