the hitchhiker by roald dahl

the hitchhiker by roald dahl is a fascinating short story that showcases Roald Dahl’s mastery in
blending suspense, wit, and unexpected twists. This captivating narrative centers on an encounter
between a seemingly ordinary man and a mysterious hitchhiker, revealing themes of deception,
cleverness, and human nature. Renowned for its sharp dialogue and intriguing plot, "The
Hitchhiker" has become a compelling study in character development and storytelling technique.
This article delves deeply into the plot, characters, themes, and literary devices used by Dahl, while
also exploring the story’s place within Dahl’s broader literary career. Readers will gain insights into
the story’s enduring appeal and how it exemplifies Dahl’s skill in short fiction. The following sections
will guide readers through a comprehensive understanding of "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl.
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e Main Characters and Their Roles

e Themes and Symbolism in The Hitchhiker
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e The Historical and Cultural Context

e Legacy and Impact of The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl

Plot Summary of The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl

The plot of "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl revolves around a chance encounter between a man
traveling by car and a hitchhiker who appears on the roadside. The story opens with the narrator
picking up the hitchhiker, who turns out to be an extraordinary character with an unusual skill. As
the journey progresses, the interaction between the two men becomes tense and full of suspense,
culminating in a surprising and clever resolution. Dahl’s narrative structure builds anticipation
through carefully paced dialogue and action, engaging readers until the unexpected ending. The
story effectively uses a simple premise to explore deeper psychological and moral questions.

Detailed Plot Overview

The narrator is driving from London to Cambridge when he spots a hitchhiker. Despite initial
hesitation, he offers the man a ride. During the trip, the hitchhiker reveals that he is a professional
pickpocket who has perfected his craft to an astonishing degree. Intrigued and somewhat amused,
the narrator observes the hitchhiker’s skill as he manages to steal items without detection. The
tension rises when the narrator realizes he is being robbed, leading to a confrontation that tests
both characters’ wits. Dahl’s use of irony and surprise ensures the story remains engaging



throughout.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The characters in "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl are pivotal to the story’s impact, each
representing distinct facets of human behavior and cleverness. The story mainly focuses on two
characters: the narrator and the hitchhiker. Their interaction drives the narrative and explores
themes of trust, deception, and intelligence.

The Narrator

The narrator is an ordinary man, whose perspective the readers follow closely. He is cautious yet
curious, embodying the everyday person’s vulnerability and skepticism. His encounter with the
hitchhiker challenges his assumptions about strangers and control. Through his reactions and
thoughts, readers gain insight into the unfolding drama and the moral undertones of the story.

The Hitchhiker

The hitchhiker is an enigmatic figure whose extraordinary pickpocketing skills define his character.
He is confident, skilled, and unapologetically cunning. His presence introduces a sense of danger
and unpredictability, while also showcasing Dahl’s fascination with characters who operate outside
social norms. The hitchhiker’s charm and audacity make him a memorable literary figure and central
to the story’s twist.

Themes and Symbolism in The Hitchhiker

The themes in "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl are multifaceted, addressing human nature, morality,
and the complexity of social interactions. The story uses symbolism and thematic elements to deepen
its narrative impact and provoke reflection.

Trust and Deception

One of the primary themes is the interplay between trust and deception. The narrator’s initial
willingness to help the hitchhiker contrasts sharply with the latter’s deceptive behavior. This
juxtaposition highlights the fragile nature of trust and the potential for betrayal in human
relationships.



Skill and Intelligence

The hitchhiker’s exceptional pickpocketing ability symbolizes mastery and intelligence used for
morally ambiguous purposes. Dahl explores the idea that skill itself is neutral, and its ethical value
depends on how it is applied.

Appearance Versus Reality

The story challenges appearances, showing that what seems ordinary may conceal extraordinary
traits. The hitchhiker’s unassuming exterior masks his remarkable talents, underscoring the theme
that reality is often more complex than it appears.

List of Key Themes

e Trust and betrayal

¢ Deception and cunning

e Intelligence and skill

e Appearance versus reality

e Morality and ethical ambiguity

Roald Dahl’s Writing Style and Literary Techniques

Roald Dahl’s distinctive writing style in "The Hitchhiker" is marked by economy of language, sharp
dialogue, and the effective use of suspense. His techniques enhance the story’s impact and keep
readers engaged from beginning to end.

Use of Suspense and Surprise

Dahl expertly builds suspense through the gradual revelation of the hitchhiker’s identity and skills.
The story’s climax delivers a surprise twist that subverts expectations, a hallmark of Dahl’s
storytelling approach.



Dialogue and Characterization

The dialogue between the narrator and the hitchhiker is crisp and revealing, serving to develop
character and advance the plot simultaneously. Through their exchanges, Dahl conveys personality
traits and underlying tension without lengthy exposition.

Concise and Impactful Prose

Dahl’s prose is succinct yet vivid, enabling a fast-paced narrative that maintains clarity and interest.
His choice of words and sentence structure contributes to the story’s tone and mood.

The Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural context of "The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl enriches
appreciation of the story’s themes and characters. Written in the mid-20th century, the story reflects
contemporary social attitudes and the intrigue surrounding crime and morality.

Post-War British Society

Set in post-war Britain, the story mirrors the era’s social dynamics, including changes in travel,
urbanization, and concerns about personal safety. Hitchhiking was a common practice then, often
accompanied by ambivalence about strangers.

Crime and Morality in Literature

The fascination with crime, particularly petty theft and trickery, was prevalent in literature of the
time. Dahl’s story fits within this tradition, exploring the complexities of ethical behavior in a
changing society.

Legacy and Impact of The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl

"The Hitchhiker" by Roald Dahl has left a lasting impact as a masterful example of short story
craftsmanship. It has been studied and adapted in various formats, demonstrating the story’s broad
appeal and versatility.



Influence on Short Story Writing

The story exemplifies how brevity and precision can create powerful narratives. Dahl’s technique
has inspired writers to focus on sharp characterization and plot-driven storytelling.

Adaptations and Popularity

Over the years, "The Hitchhiker" has been adapted for radio, television, and stage, attesting to its
enduring popularity. Its themes remain relevant, resonating with audiences intrigued by suspense
and human psychology.

Reasons for Enduring Appeal

1. Engaging plot with unexpected twists
2. Complex, memorable characters

3. Exploration of universal themes

4. Concise, effective writing style

5. Reflection of social and moral questions

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Hitchhiker'?
‘The Hitchhiker' is a short story written by Roald Dahl.

What is the main theme of 'The Hitchhiker' by Roald Dahl?

The main theme revolves around cleverness and wit, showcasing how intelligence can be used to
outsmart others.

What is the plot of 'The Hitchhiker' by Roald Dahl?

The story follows a man who picks up a hitchhiker on the road, only to discover that the hitchhiker is
an expert pickpocket who cunningly steals from him.



How does the hitchhiker demonstrate his skill in the story?

The hitchhiker impresses the narrator by effortlessly stealing his wallet without him noticing,
highlighting his extraordinary pickpocketing skills.

What is the twist ending of 'The Hitchhiker'?

The twist is that the narrator, believing he has outsmarted the hitchhiker, is actually outwitted when
the hitchhiker steals from him multiple times without detection.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Hitchhiker' by
Roald Dahl?

Roald Dahl uses irony, suspense, and humor to craft a captivating and unexpected narrative.

Why is 'The Hitchhiker' considered a classic Roald Dahl story?

‘The Hitchhiker' embodies Dahl's signature style of dark humor and surprise endings, making it a
memorable and classic short story.

In what collection is 'The Hitchhiker' by Roald Dahl included?
‘The Hitchhiker' is included in Roald Dahl's collection titled '‘Someone Like You,' published in 1953.

What lesson can readers learn from 'The Hitchhiker'?

Readers learn about the importance of being cautious and that appearances can be deceiving, as
well as the value of quick thinking.

Additional Resources

1. The BFG

Roald Dahl’s *The BFG* tells the enchanting story of a young girl named Sophie who befriends the
Big Friendly Giant. Together, they embark on a quest to stop the other giants from eating children.
The book combines whimsy, humor, and a heartfelt message about friendship and courage.

2. Matilda

*Matilda* is a beloved tale of a brilliant little girl with extraordinary powers. Despite her neglectful
parents and a tyrannical headmistress, Matilda uses her intelligence and telekinesis to stand up for
herself and her friends. This story blends magic with themes of empowerment and justice.

3. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

In *Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,* young Charlie Bucket wins a golden ticket to tour Willy
Wonka’s mysterious chocolate factory. The book is filled with imaginative inventions, quirky
characters, and moral lessons about kindness and humility. It’s a classic adventure that captures the
wonder of childhood.

4. James and the Giant Peach



*James and the Giant Peach* follows a lonely boy named James who escapes his miserable life by
entering a giant, magical peach. Inside, he makes friends with a group of anthropomorphic insects
and embarks on a fantastical journey across the ocean. The story emphasizes friendship, bravery,
and the power of imagination.

5. The Witches

In *The Witches,* a boy and his grandmother face off against a secret society of witches who despise
children. Roald Dahl combines dark humor and suspense to create a thrilling tale that encourages
cleverness and bravery in the face of danger. It’s a chilling yet entertaining read for young
audiences.

6. Esio Trot

*Esio Trot* is a charming and gentle love story about Mr. Hoppy, who secretly tries to win the heart
of his neighbor, Mrs. Silver, with the help of a clever plan involving her pet tortoise. The book is
short, sweet, and full of Dahl’s characteristic warmth and wit.

7. Danny the Champion of the World

This story centers on Danny and his father, who share a deep bond and a love for adventure. When
they discover a scheme threatening their way of life, they work together using ingenuity and
courage to overcome it. It’s a heartfelt tale celebrating family, loyalty, and resourcefulness.

8. The Magic Finger

In *The Magic Finger,* a young girl with a mysterious power uses her “magic finger” to teach a
lesson to a family of hunters. The story explores themes of empathy and respect for animals through
Dahl’s playful and imaginative storytelling style. It’s a quick read with a strong moral message.

9. Fantastic Mr. Fox

*Fantastic Mr. Fox* tells the story of a clever fox who outwits three mean farmers to provide for his
family. The book showcases Dahl’s talent for creating memorable characters and exciting
adventures, emphasizing wit, bravery, and cleverness in overcoming obstacles.
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