
the hobbits desolation of smaug

the hobbits desolation of smaug stands as the thrilling second installment in Peter Jackson’s
cinematic adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien’s beloved novel, "The Hobbit." Released in 2013, this fantasy
adventure film continues the journey of Bilbo Baggins and his company of dwarves as they venture
closer to the Lonely Mountain to reclaim their homeland from the fearsome dragon, Smaug. The
movie expands upon the rich lore of Middle-earth, introducing new characters and deeper conflicts
while maintaining the enchanting storytelling that fans expect. Featuring spectacular visual effects,
intense action sequences, and a compelling musical score, The Desolation of Smaug captures the
imagination of audiences worldwide. This article explores various aspects of the film, including its
plot, characters, production details, and its impact on the fantasy genre and popular culture. The
following sections will provide an in-depth overview of the movie’s narrative structure, character
development, thematic elements, and critical reception, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of
this cinematic work.
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Plot Overview of The Hobbit’s Desolation of Smaug
The hobbits desolation of smaug continues the epic quest begun in The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey, delving deeper into the perilous adventure faced by Bilbo Baggins and the company of
dwarves. The film picks up with the group journeying through dangerous terrains, encountering
various challenges including hostile creatures, treacherous landscapes, and the ever-looming threat
of the dragon Smaug. The narrative emphasizes the growing tension between the characters as they
approach the Lonely Mountain, the dwarves’ ancestral home, now occupied by the dragon.

Journey Through Mirkwood
The company’s passage through the dark and enchanted forest of Mirkwood serves as a pivotal
segment in the story. Here, they face starvation, capture by giant spiders, and imprisonment by the
Wood-elves. This section highlights the bravery and resourcefulness of Bilbo and the evolving
dynamics within the group.



Encounter with Smaug
One of the most memorable sequences in the film is Bilbo’s confrontation with Smaug inside the
mountain. This interaction blends suspense and awe, showcasing Bilbo’s courage and the terrifying
majesty of the dragon. The scene sets the stage for the looming conflict over the treasure hoard
guarded by Smaug.

Escaping the Elvenking’s Halls
The dwarves’ capture by the Elvenking and their subsequent daring escape in barrels down the river
is a highlight that combines action and creativity. This episode emphasizes teamwork and the high
stakes of their quest.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The hobbits desolation of smaug introduces and develops a rich cast of characters, each contributing
uniquely to the unfolding story. The film balances character-driven moments with sweeping action,
giving depth to the heroes and antagonists alike.

Bilbo Baggins
The central protagonist, Bilbo, continues his transformation from a cautious hobbit into a clever and
brave adventurer. His interactions with Smaug and his moral decisions during the quest underscore
his importance to the narrative.

Thorin Oakenshield
Leader of the dwarves, Thorin’s quest to reclaim his kingdom drives much of the plot. The film
explores his growing obsession with the treasure and his internal struggles with leadership and
loyalty.

Supporting Characters
The film also features a variety of supporting characters, including:

Gandalf the Grey, the wise wizard guiding the company.

Legolas, the elven archer introduced to add depth to the world’s lore.

Thranduil, the Elvenking, whose motivations and actions add complexity to the story.

Bard the Bowman, a key figure in the unfolding conflict with Smaug.



Production and Visual Effects
The production of The Hobbit: Desolation of Smaug involved significant technical achievements and
creative decisions that contributed to its immersive experience. The film’s production design, special
effects, and cinematography were pivotal in bringing Tolkien’s world to life.

Visual Effects and CGI
The depiction of Smaug, created through cutting-edge CGI, stands out as one of the film’s most
impressive technical feats. The detailed animation and voice performance combined to create a
believable and terrifying dragon that interacts dynamically with the actors.

Filming Techniques
Using high frame rate filming and extensive use of motion capture technology, the production team
enhanced the visual clarity and realism of the fantasy settings and action sequences. The use of New
Zealand’s landscapes provided an authentic and breathtaking backdrop.

Musical Score
Howard Shore’s musical composition for the film enriches the emotional and epic tone, weaving
thematic motifs that reflect the characters’ journeys and the story’s tension.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism
The hobbits desolation of smaug incorporates various themes and symbols that deepen the narrative
beyond its surface adventure. These elements explore human nature, greed, courage, and the
struggle between good and evil.

Greed and Power
The allure of the treasure hoard and the corrupting influence of wealth are central themes. Thorin’s
obsession with reclaiming the kingdom and the treasure symbolizes the destructive potential of
greed.

Courage and Growth
Bilbo’s journey represents personal growth and the courage required to face fear and uncertainty. His
encounters with Smaug and other dangers highlight these themes vividly.



Conflict and Loyalty
The film explores loyalty within the company of dwarves and the conflicts arising from differing
motivations. The complex relationships between characters add emotional weight to the story.

Critical Reception and Legacy
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug received a mixed to positive reception from critics and
audiences alike. Its ambitious scope, visual spectacle, and adherence to Tolkien’s world were widely
praised, although some critics noted pacing issues and deviations from the source material.

Box Office Performance
The film performed strongly at the box office, contributing significantly to the commercial success of
The Hobbit trilogy. Its financial success affirmed the enduring popularity of Tolkien’s stories.

Impact on Fantasy Cinema
The movie’s groundbreaking visual effects and detailed world-building influenced subsequent fantasy
films and series, setting a high standard for adaptations of literary works.

Fan and Critical Perspectives
While many fans appreciated the film’s depth and action, debates continue regarding the expansion
of the original story into three films and the inclusion of new characters and subplots. Nonetheless,
the film remains a significant entry in the fantasy genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of
Smaug'?
The main plot follows Bilbo Baggins and the company of dwarves as they continue their journey to the
Lonely Mountain to reclaim their homeland from the dragon Smaug.

Who directed 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug'?
Peter Jackson directed 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug'.

Which actor plays the character of Bilbo Baggins in the film?
Martin Freeman plays the character of Bilbo Baggins.



How does 'The Desolation of Smaug' connect to 'The Lord of
the Rings' trilogy?
It serves as a prequel, exploring the events that lead up to 'The Lord of the Rings,' particularly the
history of the One Ring and the rise of Smaug.

What are some key new characters introduced in 'The
Desolation of Smaug'?
Key new characters include Bard the Bowman, played by Luke Evans, and Tauriel, an elf created for
the film, played by Evangeline Lilly.

What role does Smaug play in the movie?
Smaug is the primary antagonist, the dragon who guards the treasure hoard inside the Lonely
Mountain that the dwarves seek to reclaim.

How was the dragon Smaug brought to life in the film?
Smaug was created using advanced CGI and motion capture technology, with voice acting by
Benedict Cumberbatch.

What challenges do the characters face in 'The Desolation of
Smaug'?
They face dangers such as giant spiders, hostile elves, the dragon Smaug, and internal conflicts as
they strive to fulfill their quest.

Is 'The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug' based on the book
by J.R.R. Tolkien?
Yes, it is based on the second part of J.R.R. Tolkien's novel 'The Hobbit,' though the film includes
additional scenes and characters not in the original book.

Additional Resources
1. The Hobbit
This classic novel by J.R.R. Tolkien follows the journey of Bilbo Baggins, a humble hobbit who is swept
into an epic quest to reclaim the Lonely Mountain and its treasure from the fearsome dragon, Smaug.
The story explores themes of bravery, friendship, and the unexpected heroism found in the smallest
of characters. It sets the foundation for the events leading up to “The Desolation of Smaug.”

2. The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring
Continuing the epic saga, this book details the formation of the Fellowship tasked with destroying the
One Ring. While not directly about the desolation of Smaug, it delves deeper into Middle-earth’s lore,
the consequences of greed, and the lingering threat left by dragons and dark powers. It provides



essential background for understanding the wider impact of Smaug’s destruction.

3. The Silmarillion
This collection of mythopoeic tales offers the rich history of Middle-earth, including the origins of
dragons like Smaug and the ancient struggles between good and evil. Though more epic and less
focused on hobbits, it provides valuable context for the world Bilbo inhabits and the forces at play
during the desolation.

4. The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey – Official Movie Companion
This companion book offers behind-the-scenes insights into the first film adaptation of “The Hobbit,”
exploring the creative process, character development, and visual effects. It enriches the reader’s
understanding of the cinematic portrayal of Bilbo’s journey and the buildup to the desolation of
Smaug.

5. The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug – Official Movie Guide
Focused specifically on the second film of the trilogy, this guide delves into the making of the movie,
character arcs, and the depiction of Smaug himself. It includes concept art, interviews, and detailed
analyses that enhance appreciation of the story’s darker and more thrilling elements.

6. The Art of The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug
This art book showcases the visual development of the film, featuring concept designs, storyboards,
and paintings. It highlights the creative vision behind the landscapes, creatures, and characters,
offering fans an immersive look at the aesthetics that bring the desolation to life.

7. Dragons of Middle-earth: A Comprehensive Guide
Dedicated to the dragons of Tolkien’s legendarium, this book explores the history, characteristics, and
significance of creatures like Smaug. It examines their roles in shaping Middle-earth’s history and how
their destructive power influences the stories of hobbits and men alike.

8. Middle-earth: From Script to Screen
This detailed examination of the filmmaking process behind both “The Hobbit” and “The Lord of the
Rings” trilogies covers screenplay adaptations, production challenges, and storytelling techniques. It
provides context on how the desolation of Smaug was brought from page to screen with fidelity and
creativity.

9. The Hobbit: Tales of Courage and Friendship
A collection of stories and essays inspired by the themes of “The Hobbit,” this book celebrates the
bravery, loyalty, and camaraderie exemplified by Bilbo and his companions. It offers reflections on the
moral lessons embedded in the quest and the impact of Smaug’s desolation on the characters'
growth.
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