the horror stories of robert e howard

the horror stories of robert e howard stand as a significant pillar in early 20th-century weird fiction.
Known primarily for his creation of the iconic character Conan the Barbarian, Howard’s contributions to
horror literature reveal a darker, more atmospheric side of his storytelling prowess. His tales often blend
elements of supernatural terror, cosmic dread, and primal fear, making them enduring classics in the genre.
From eerie settings to grotesque creatures and psychological horror, the horror stories of Robert E Howard
showecase his ability to evoke unease and suspense. This article explores the thematic depth, notable works,
and lasting influence of Howard’s horror fiction. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview

of his stylistic approach, key horror stories, and his role within the broader context of pulp horror literature.

Thematic Elements in Howard’s Horror Stories

Notable Horror Works by Robert E Howard

Howard’s Influence on Horror Literature

Common Motifs and Literary Techniques

Legacy and Modern Reception

Thematic Elements in Howard’s Horror Stories

The horror stories of Robert E Howard are distinguished by recurring themes that explore human
vulnerability against supernatural and cosmic forces. His narratives often confront the fragility of
civilization when faced with ancient evils or monstrous entities. Themes of forbidden knowledge, cursed
artifacts, and the thin veil between reality and nightmare permeate his works. Howard’s horror is not
merely about external threats but also delves into internal fears such as madness, obsession, and the loss of
identity. These thematic concerns are woven seamlessly with his action-oriented storytelling style,

creating a unique blend of horror and adventure.

The Supernatural and Cosmic Horror

Howard’s stories frequently incorporate supernatural elements that evoke cosmic horror, emphasizing
humanity’s insignificance in the universe. Unlike traditional ghost stories, his horror often involves ancient
gods, eldritch horrors, and monstrous races whose existence predates humanity. This cosmic perspective

adds a layer of existential dread to his tales, aligning with the broader weird fiction movement of the early



20th century.

Primal Fear and Barbarism

Another prominent theme is the tension between civilization and barbarism. Howard’s horror often arises
from the return of primal forces or ancient civilizations that challenge modernity. This clash highlights the
thin line separating order from chaos, revealing that beneath the veneer of civilization lies a savage and

terrifying reality.

Notable Horror Works by Robert E Howard

Among the horror stories of Robert E Howard, several titles stand out for their lasting impact and
exemplary style. These stories exhibit his mastery in crafting suspenseful, atmospheric horror infused with

action and dark fantasy elements.

The Black Stone

One of Howard’s most acclaimed horror stories, “The Black Stone,” centers on a mysterious ancient
monolith with occult significance. The narrative explores forbidden knowledge and the terrifying
consequences of uncovering hidden truths. The story’s eerie atmosphere and chilling climax exemplify

Howard’s skill in blending supernatural horror with psychological tension.

Worms of the Earth

“Worms of the Earth” is a dark tale featuring a vengeful barbarian confronting subterranean, inhuman
creatures. This story combines elements of horror, fantasy, and tragedy, portraying a haunting descent into
a nightmarish underworld. It is noted for its vivid descriptions and the palpable sense of dread that

permeates the narrative.

The Shadow Kingdom

In “The Shadow Kingdom,” Howard introduces serpent men, an ancient race capable of shape-shifting and
subverting human society. The story blends horror with political intrigue and adventure, illustrating
themes of hidden evil and paranoia. It remains a foundational work in the genre of weird fiction and has

influenced numerous subsequent horror and fantasy writers.



Howard’s Influence on Horror Literature

The horror stories of Robert E Howard have significantly shaped the development of pulp horror and
weird fiction. His vivid imagination and ability to merge horror with action-oriented storytelling set a
precedent for future writers in both genres. Howard’s work contributed to the popularization of dark

fantasy and the integration of mythological and prehistoric elements into horror narratives.

Impact on Weird Fiction and Pulp Magazines

Howard was a contemporary of H.P. Lovecraft and Clark Ashton Smith, and together they defined the
ethos of weird fiction during the pulp magazine era. His stories appeared alongside theirs in publications
like Weird Tales, creating a shared universe of cosmic and supernatural horror that has influenced

generations of writers.

Legacy in Modern Horror and Fantasy

Modern horror and dark fantasy authors continue to draw inspiration from Howard’s themes and
storytelling techniques. The blend of visceral action and atmospheric horror found in his work can be seen

in contemporary literature, comics, and films, affirming his enduring legacy within the genre.

Common Motifs and Literary Techniques

Robert E Howard employed a variety of motifs and literary techniques that enhanced the impact of his
horror stories. His use of vivid imagery, fast-paced narration, and evocative language contributed to the

immersive quality of his tales.

Use of Setting and Atmosphere

Howard’s horror stories often take place in exotic or ancient locales that heighten the sense of
otherworldliness and danger. Descriptions of shadowy forests, ruined temples, and desolate landscapes

create an immersive environment that reinforces the mood of dread and suspense.

Character Archetypes and Psychological Depth

Characters in Howard’s horror fiction commonly embody archetypes such as the heroic barbarian, the
obsessed scholar, or the cursed victim. Despite archetypal roles, Howard invests his characters with
psychological complexity, exploring themes of fear, madness, and determination. This adds emotional

weight to his supernatural tales.



Suspense and Pacing

Howard’s narrative style is marked by brisk pacing and escalating tension. He skillfully balances action
scenes with moments of eerie calm, gradually building suspense toward climactic revelations or

confrontations. This technique keeps readers engaged and heightens the horror experience.

Legacy and Modern Reception

The horror stories of Robert E Howard continue to be studied and appreciated for their originality and
influence. While initially published in pulp magazines, many of his horror tales have been reprinted and
analyzed in various collections and academic works. His contributions have earned recognition beyond

genre enthusiasts, highlighting his role as a pioneer of early American horror fiction.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Several of Howard’s horror stories and characters have been adapted into comics, graphic novels, and other
media formats. These adaptations introduce his work to new audiences while preserving the core elements

of his dark and imaginative storytelling.

Critical Reevaluation

Scholars and critics have increasingly acknowledged the complexity and thematic richness of Howard’s
horror stories. This reevaluation has led to a deeper understanding of his place within the literary canon of

horror and weird fiction, emphasizing his lasting artistic and cultural significance.

Exploration of ancient evils and forbidden knowledge

Integration of cosmic and supernatural horror elements

Use of vivid, atmospheric settings to enhance dread

Complex characters facing psychological and physical terror

Legacy influencing modern horror and dark fantasy genres



Frequently Asked Questions

‘Who was Robert E. Howard and what is he known for in the horror
genre?

Robert E. Howard was an American writer best known for creating the character Conan the Barbarian. In
the horror genre, he is recognized for his dark fantasy and horror stories, blending elements of supernatural

terror with adventure.

What are some of Robert E. Howard's most famous horror stories?

Some of Robert E. Howard's most famous horror stories include "The Black Stone,' "The Shadow Kingdom),'
'"The Horror from the Mound,' and "Worms of the Earth.' These stories showcase his skill in creating eerie

atmospheres and supernatural horror.

How did Robert E. Howard influence the horror genre?

Robert E. Howard influenced the horror genre by combining elements of sword and sorcery with cosmic
and supernatural horror, paving the way for later writers like H.P. Lovecraft and expanding the scope of

horror fiction.

What themes are common in Robert E. Howard's horror stories?

Common themes in Howard's horror stories include ancient evils, forbidden knowledge, supernatural

creatures, and the struggle between civilization and barbarism, often set in dark, foreboding environments.

Did Robert E. Howard collaborate with other authors in his horror
writings?
While Robert E. Howard primarily wrote his own stories, he was part of the early 20th-century pulp

fiction community and corresponded with authors like H.P. Lovecraft, influencing each other’s work,

particularly in the horror and weird fiction genres.

Are Robert E. Howard's horror stories connected to his Conan the

Barbarian series?

Some of Howard's horror elements appear in his Conan stories, but his pure horror tales are generally

separate, focusing more on supernatural horror and cosmic dread rather than sword and sorcery adventure.



Where can readers find collections of Robert E. Howard's horror stories?

Readers can find collections of Robert E. Howard's horror stories in anthologies like "The Horror Stories of
Robert E. Howard' and various publications by publishers specializing in pulp and weird fiction, as well as

online archives of public domain works.

How do Robert E. Howard's horror stories compare to those of his

contemporaries like H.P. Lovecraft?

Howard's horror stories are often more action-oriented and visceral compared to Lovecraft's atmospheric
and psychological horror. Both shared themes of ancient cosmic forces but approached storytelling with

different styles and pacing.

What impact did Robert E. Howard's personal life have on his horror
writing?

Robert E. Howard's personal struggles, including his battles with depression and feelings of isolation,
influenced the dark and often fatalistic tone of his horror stories, reflecting themes of existential dread and

the inevitability of doom.

Additional Resources

1. Worms of the Earth

This collection features one of Robert E. Howard’s most chilling tales, where the protagonist confronts
subterranean, monstrous beings beneath the earth. Combining elements of dark fantasy and horror, the
story explores themes of revenge and ancient evil lurking just out of sight. It perfectly captures Howard’s

knack for blending visceral action with eerie, atmospheric dread.

2. The Black Stone and Other Weird Tales

This anthology gathers some of Howard’s best supernatural horror stories, including “The Black Stone,”
which delves into forbidden cults and cosmic horrors reminiscent of Lovecraftian mythos. The stories often
revolve around cursed artifacts, ancient evils, and the thin veil between reality and nightmare. Readers

experience Howard’s unique fusion of horror and adventure in these gripping tales.

3. Skull-Face and Others

A collection of early horror and weird fiction, this book includes the titular story “Skull-Face,” where a
sinister villain plots to overthrow civilization with dark sorcery. The stories emphasize sinister plots, eerie
landscapes, and monstrous creatures, showcasing Howard’s flair for suspense and macabre storytelling. It’s

an essential read for fans of pulp horror and dark fantasy.

4. Shadows in the Moonlight



This book compiles stories that blend horror with adventure, focusing on characters confronting
supernatural threats under the cover of darkness. The narratives often feature haunted locales, cursed
artifacts, and primal fears that tap into the unknown. Howard’s vivid descriptions and fast-paced prose

create a tense and immersive horror experience.

5. People of the Dark

In these horror tales, Howard explores ancient civilizations and their terrifying secrets buried beneath the
surface of the world. The stories often portray encounters with monstrous beings and evil sorcerers,
highlighting humanity’s vulnerability against primordial horrors. The collection captures a sense of dread

and wonder, typical of Howard’s atmospheric storytelling.

6. Night of the Wolf

This volume highlights Howard’s werewolf and lycanthropy-themed horror stories, blending gothic horror
with his signature action-oriented style. The tales explore the curse of the wolf-man and the struggle
between man and beast, often set in eerie, isolated environments. It offers a thrilling mix of supernatural

terror and heroic resilience.

7. The Haunter of the Ring

Featuring stories filled with occult mysteries and supernatural horrors, this collection delves into dark
rituals and ghostly apparitions. Howard’s protagonists often face malevolent forces that challenge their
sanity and survival. The eerie atmosphere and relentless suspense make these tales stand out in his horror

oeuvre.

8. Black Vulmea’s Vengeance

Though primarily an adventure collection, this book includes several stories with dark, horror-tinged
elements involving cursed treasures and spectral enemies. Set in exotic locales, the narratives combine
pirate action with supernatural threats that heighten the stakes. Howard’s skillful blend of genres creates a

gripping reading experience for horror and adventure fans alike.

9. Red Shadows

This anthology contains a mix of Howard’s horror and weird tales, including stories where characters
confront ancient evils and dark sorcery. The tales emphasize grim atmospheres, brutal conflicts, and the
encroachment of otherworldly horrors on human affairs. “Red Shadows” showcases Howard’s talent for

merging horror with high-octane adventure.
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