
the house of seven gables penguin readers
level 1
The House of Seven Gables Penguin Readers Level 1 is an adaptation of Nathaniel Hawthorne's
classic novel that explores themes of family, guilt, and the supernatural. This abridged version,
designed for early readers, captures the essence of the original story while making it accessible to
those who are just beginning their journey into literature. In this article, we will delve into the plot,
characters, and themes of this Penguin Readers edition, providing insights that will enrich the reading
experience.

Overview of The House of Seven Gables

The House of Seven Gables, originally published in 1851, is a gothic novel that weaves a tale of
mystery and intrigue set in a decaying mansion in Salem, Massachusetts. The story revolves around
the Pyncheon family, who are cursed due to the wrongful acquisition of their ancestral home, leading
to generations of misfortune. Hawthorne's work is rich in symbolism and reflects the author's interest
in the complexities of human nature and the impact of history on the present.

Plot Summary

In the Penguin Readers Level 1 adaptation, the plot is simplified while maintaining the core elements
of the story. The narrative follows the lives of the Pyncheon family, focusing on the following key
points:

1. Introduction of the House: The story begins with a description of the eerie mansion, known as the
House of Seven Gables, which looms over the neighborhood. The house symbolizes the family's
cursed legacy.

2. Main Characters: The protagonist, Hepzibah Pyncheon, is a reclusive woman who lives in the house
with her brother, Clifford, who has returned after years in prison. Their lives are disrupted by the
arrival of a young man named Holgrave, who has a connection to the family's past.

3. Themes of Guilt and Revenge: The narrative explores the themes of guilt and revenge, illustrating
how the family's history continues to affect their lives. Each character grapples with the
consequences of their ancestors' actions.

4. Supernatural Elements: As the story unfolds, supernatural occurrences and hauntings add to the
tension, reinforcing the idea that the past cannot be easily escaped.

5. Resolution: In the end, the characters confront their family history, leading to a sense of liberation
and the possibility of breaking the curse that has haunted them for so long.



Main Characters

The characters in The House of Seven Gables are vividly drawn and serve as representations of
different aspects of the human experience. Here are the key figures in the story:

- Hepzibah Pyncheon: A proud and dignified woman, Hepzibah embodies the family's sense of
entitlement and the burden of their past. She is determined to maintain her family's legacy, even as
their fortunes decline.

- Clifford Pyncheon: Hepzibah's brother, Clifford, is a sensitive and artistic soul who has suffered
greatly due to the family's misfortunes. His return to the house marks a turning point in the story.

- Holgrave: A distant relative of the Pyncheons, Holgrave is a young man who represents the hope for
redemption. He is intrigued by the family's history and becomes involved in their struggles.

- Judge Pyncheon: The antagonist of the story, Judge Pyncheon is a powerful figure who embodies
greed and corruption. His actions have far-reaching consequences for the family.

- Alice Pyncheon: A ghostly figure in the story, Alice represents the tragic fate of the Pyncheon
women. Her presence serves as a reminder of the family's dark history.

Themes and Motifs

Hawthorne's The House of Seven Gables is rich in themes and motifs that resonate throughout the
narrative. Some of the most prominent include:

1. The Burden of the Past

The theme of history and its impact on the present is central to the story. The Pyncheon family's
cursed legacy is a constant reminder of how the past shapes their identity and influences their
decisions. The characters must confront their history to break free from its constraints.

2. Guilt and Redemption

Guilt plays a significant role in the lives of the Pyncheon family members. Each character grapples
with feelings of shame and regret related to their ancestors' actions. The search for redemption is a
driving force in the narrative, as characters strive to make amends for the past.

3. The Supernatural

The supernatural elements in the story contribute to its gothic atmosphere. Ghostly apparitions and
unexplained occurrences create a sense of mystery and foreboding. The supernatural serves as a



metaphor for the inescapable nature of the family's past.

4. Class and Society

Hawthorne critiques the social hierarchy of his time through the Pyncheon family's struggles. The
story highlights the disparity between wealth and poverty, as well as the consequences of greed and
ambition. The decline of the Pyncheons reflects the transient nature of social status.

Literary Style

The House of Seven Gables is characterized by Hawthorne's unique literary style, which blends
romanticism with gothic elements. Key aspects of his style include:

- Descriptive Language: Hawthorne's vivid descriptions create a haunting atmosphere that immerses
readers in the setting of the story. The House of Seven Gables itself is described in a way that evokes
both beauty and decay.

- Symbolism: The novel is rich in symbolism, with the house representing the family's legacy and the
burden of their history. Other symbols, such as the gables themselves, serve to reinforce the themes
of confinement and isolation.

- Psychological Depth: Hawthorne delves into the inner lives of his characters, exploring their
motivations and desires. This psychological depth adds complexity to the narrative and invites
readers to reflect on the nature of human experience.

Conclusion

The House of Seven Gables Penguin Readers Level 1 is a remarkable adaptation of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's classic tale, making it accessible to young readers and those new to literature. Through
its engaging plot, well-developed characters, and exploration of timeless themes, this version of the
story invites readers to reflect on the complexities of family, guilt, and redemption. As readers
navigate the pages of this adaptation, they are not only introduced to a significant work of American
literature but also encouraged to contemplate the influence of the past on the present. The House of
Seven Gables remains a powerful and relevant story, reminding us that our histories shape who we
are and that confronting the past is essential for moving forward.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The House of Seven Gables' about?
'The House of Seven Gables' is a novel by Nathaniel Hawthorne that tells the story of the Pyncheon
family and their ancestral home, exploring themes of guilt, inheritance, and the impact of the past on



the present.

Who are the main characters in 'The House of Seven Gables'?
The main characters include Hepzibah Pyncheon, a reclusive woman living in the house; Clifford
Pyncheon, her brother who has been imprisoned for many years; and Phoebe, their cousin who brings
hope and vitality.

What themes are explored in 'The House of Seven Gables'?
Key themes include the effects of sin and guilt, the burden of history, class and social status, and the
possibility of redemption.

Why is the house itself significant in the story?
The house symbolizes the family's legacy and the weight of their past sins, serving as a physical
representation of their struggles and the curses that haunt them.

How does the setting influence the story?
The setting in a decaying mansion in New England creates a gothic atmosphere that enhances the
themes of decay and the supernatural, reflecting the characters' internal conflicts.

What is the role of the past in 'The House of Seven Gables'?
The past plays a crucial role as the characters grapple with their family's history, which affects their
lives and relationships, illustrating how history can shape one's identity.

How does 'The House of Seven Gables' relate to American
literature?
The novel is significant in American literature as it blends gothic elements with social commentary,
reflecting the complexities of American society in the 19th century.

What is the narrative style of 'The House of Seven Gables'?
The narrative style is third-person omniscient, allowing the reader to understand the thoughts and
feelings of multiple characters while providing a broader perspective on the events.

Is 'The House of Seven Gables' suitable for beginners in
reading?
Yes, the Penguin Readers Level 1 adaptation simplifies the language and structure, making it
accessible for beginners while retaining the essence of the original story.
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