
the hunting of the snark
the hunting of the snark is a fascinating and enigmatic poem written by Lewis Carroll
that has captured the imagination of readers since its publication in 1876. This narrative
poem combines whimsical language, surreal imagery, and a mysterious quest that has
intrigued literary scholars and enthusiasts alike. The hunting of the snark is not only a
significant example of Carroll’s unique style but also a rich subject for analysis in terms of
its symbolism, themes, and cultural impact. This article explores the origins, literary
significance, interpretations, and legacy of this peculiar poem. Additionally, it delves into
the characters involved in the hunt and the poem’s influence on popular culture. To
navigate this comprehensive discussion, the following table of contents outlines the main
areas covered.
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Origins and Background of The Hunting of the
Snark
The hunting of the snark was written by Lewis Carroll, the pen name of Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson, who is also famous for his work "Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland." The poem
was first published in 1876 and is considered one of Carroll’s major works of nonsense
literature. Its creation was influenced by a combination of Carroll’s mathematical
background, love of wordplay, and interest in absurdity and whimsy. The poem was
originally inspired by a private joke and a nonsensical limerick, which Carroll expanded
into a longer narrative.

Publication History
The poem was initially published as a book with illustrations by Henry Holiday, which
helped to enhance its surreal and mysterious tone. It quickly gained popularity among
Victorian readers and has since been reprinted in numerous editions worldwide. The
hunting of the snark remained a subject of academic study and popular curiosity
throughout the years.



Context in Victorian Literature
During the Victorian era, nonsense literature was a popular genre that challenged
conventional storytelling and language rules. The hunting of the snark fits perfectly within
this genre, combining playful absurdity with subtle critiques of Victorian society and
human nature. It reflects the era’s fascination with exploration, adventure, and the
unknown.

Literary Analysis and Themes
The hunting of the snark is notable for its complex use of language, structure, and
thematic depth. While on the surface it appears to be a nonsensical adventure, deeper
readings reveal a variety of themes related to uncertainty, fear, identity, and the pursuit of
the unattainable. The poem’s narrative structure and poetic devices contribute
significantly to its enduring appeal.

Structure and Style
The poem consists of eight cantos, each composed of several stanzas written in a
consistent meter and rhyme scheme. Carroll’s use of repetition, invented words, and
playful syntax creates a rhythmic and captivating experience. The hunting of the snark
employs a conversational tone that masks its underlying complexity.

Major Themes
Several themes emerge prominently in the poem:

The Quest and the Unknown: The hunt for the elusive Snark symbolizes the
human desire for discovery and the often fruitless pursuit of goals.

Absurdity and Nonsense: The poem embraces the illogical and surreal, reflecting
the unpredictability of life.

Fear and Danger: The characters face various threats, such as the Boojum, which
represents hidden dangers in seemingly innocent pursuits.

Identity and Self-Discovery: The hunters’ vague identities and roles highlight
themes of uncertainty and the search for meaning.

Characters in The Hunting of the Snark
The poem features a unique cast of characters, each representing different traits and
adding layers of meaning to the narrative. Their personalities and roles contribute to the
overall allegorical and humorous tone of the work.



The Bellman
The Bellman serves as the leader of the hunting party. He is authoritative and confident,
often issuing commands and guiding the group. His role as a leader is ironic, given the
ambiguous nature of the quest and the uncertain identity of the Snark.

The Hunting Party
The hunting party consists of various eccentric characters, including the Boots, the
Butcher, the Banker, the Barrister, the Broker, and the Bonnet-Maker. Each character has
distinctive traits and skills, yet all share confusion about the nature of their quest and the
creature they pursue.

The Snark and the Boojum
The Snark is the mysterious creature being hunted, described vaguely and with elusive
qualities. The Boojum, a feared type of Snark, introduces a sense of danger, as
encountering it results in the hunter’s disappearance. This duality enhances the poem’s
tension between whimsy and threat.

Interpretations and Symbolism
The hunting of the snark has been subject to a wide range of interpretations, from
psychological and philosophical readings to political and social allegories. Its rich
symbolism invites readers to explore multiple layers of meaning beyond the surface
nonsense.

Philosophical Interpretations
Some scholars interpret the poem as a meditation on the nature of existence and the
human condition. The elusive Snark represents the unattainable goals or truths that
people strive for, while the hunt symbolizes life’s unpredictable journey. The poem’s
ambiguous ending reinforces the theme of uncertainty.

Psychological Symbolism
From a psychological perspective, the characters’ confusion and fear can be seen as
reflections of human anxieties and the subconscious. The Boojum may symbolize
repressed fears or dangers lurking beneath the surface of conscious thought.

Social and Political Allegories
Others view the poem as a satire of Victorian social conventions, bureaucracy, and the



futility of certain societal pursuits. The absurdity of the hunt and the characters’ blind
obedience to the Bellman may critique blind conformity and misguided leadership.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
The hunting of the snark has left a lasting legacy in literature and popular culture. Its
influence extends beyond the realm of poetry into art, music, theater, and even modern
media. The poem’s enigmatic nature continues to inspire creative interpretations and
adaptations.

Influence on Literature and Art
The poem’s unique style and themes have inspired numerous writers and artists who
appreciate Carroll’s inventive use of language and surreal imagery. It has become a
reference point in discussions of nonsense literature and postmodern narrative
techniques.

Adaptations and References
Over the years, the hunting of the snark has been adapted into stage productions, operas,
and visual art pieces. Its phrases and concepts have appeared in various cultural contexts,
demonstrating its broad appeal and versatility.

Legacy in Popular Culture
The term “Snark” has entered popular vocabulary, often used to describe something
elusive or mysterious. The poem’s themes resonate in contemporary discussions about the
search for meaning in a complex and ambiguous world.

Celebrated as a pinnacle of nonsense literature1.

Encourages creative and critical thinking2.

Continues to be studied in academic settings3.

Inspires new generations of readers and creators4.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'The Hunting of the Snark' about?
'The Hunting of the Snark' is a nonsensical poem written by Lewis Carroll that tells the
story of a bizarre crew of adventurers on a voyage to find an elusive creature called the
Snark.

Who wrote 'The Hunting of the Snark' and when was it
published?
Lewis Carroll, the author of 'Alice's Adventures in Wonderland,' wrote 'The Hunting of the
Snark.' It was published in 1876.

What literary style is used in 'The Hunting of the
Snark'?
'The Hunting of the Snark' is written in the style of nonsense literature, characterized by
playful language, absurd situations, and whimsical characters.

Are there any hidden meanings or interpretations of
'The Hunting of the Snark'?
Yes, many readers and scholars interpret 'The Hunting of the Snark' as an allegory for a
futile quest or a satire on Victorian society, though Lewis Carroll himself described it as a
nonsense poem without a specific meaning.

How has 'The Hunting of the Snark' influenced popular
culture?
'The Hunting of the Snark' has influenced various works of literature, music, and art,
inspiring adaptations, references in other media, and symbolizing elusive or impossible
goals.

What are some notable characters in 'The Hunting of
the Snark'?
Some notable characters include the Bellman, the Baker, the Butcher, the Beaver, and the
Banker, each with quirky traits and roles in the nonsensical expedition.

Additional Resources
1. The Hunting of the Snark: An Agony in Eight Fits
This is the original nonsense poem by Lewis Carroll, first published in 1876. It tells the
whimsical and mysterious tale of a bizarre crew on a quest to find the elusive Snark. The
poem blends humor, absurdity, and a touch of melancholy, capturing the imagination of
readers through its playful language and enigmatic narrative. It remains a beloved work of
literary nonsense and a classic in English literature.



2. Snark Hunting: The Art of Pursuit in Lewis Carroll’s World
This book explores the cultural and literary significance of Carroll’s Snark, delving into the
poem’s symbolism and themes. It examines how the elusive Snark has been interpreted in
various artistic and literary contexts. Through detailed analysis, the author reveals why
the Snark continues to fascinate readers and inspire creative pursuits.

3. The Snark Chronicles: Adventures Beyond the Poem
An imaginative sequel to Carroll’s original, this novel follows a new band of adventurers
who set out to find the Snark after the first expedition’s mysterious end. Blending fantasy
and whimsy, the story expands on the mythical world introduced in the poem. It offers
readers a fresh narrative filled with strange creatures and unexpected twists.

4. Tracking the Snark: A Guide to Literary Nonsense
This nonfiction work serves as a guide to understanding the genre of literary nonsense,
with a special focus on The Hunting of the Snark. It unpacks the poem’s language,
structure, and themes, making it accessible to modern readers. The book also situates
Carroll’s work within a broader tradition of playful and surreal literature.

5. Snark: The Search for Meaning in a Nonsensical World
This philosophical exploration uses the Snark as a metaphor for life’s elusive goals and
uncertainties. The author reflects on how the poem’s themes resonate with human
experiences of searching and self-discovery. It’s a contemplative read that connects
Carroll’s nonsense to deeper existential questions.

6. The Snark Hunter’s Handbook
A whimsical and illustrated guidebook that imagines what it would be like to prepare for a
real expedition to hunt a Snark. Filled with humorous advice, fictional maps, and
character profiles, this book offers a playful extension of Carroll’s world. It’s perfect for
fans who enjoy immersive and creative takes on classic literature.

7. Echoes of the Snark: Poetry Inspired by Carroll’s Quest
A collection of poems by various contemporary poets who draw inspiration from The
Hunting of the Snark. Each poem reflects different interpretations and emotions linked to
the mysterious creature and the quest itself. This anthology celebrates the enduring
creative legacy of Carroll’s nonsense masterpiece.

8. The Snark and Other Curious Creatures
This illustrated compendium showcases a variety of mythical and imaginary creatures
from literature, with a special section devoted to the Snark. The book combines folklore,
fantasy, and literary analysis to explore how such creatures fuel imagination. It’s a visual
and intellectual delight for readers fascinated by mythical beings.

9. Beyond the Snark: Unraveling Carroll’s Enigma
A scholarly examination of the hidden meanings and puzzles within The Hunting of the
Snark. The author investigates possible interpretations, historical context, and Carroll’s
own life to shed light on the poem’s mysteries. This book is ideal for readers seeking a
deeper academic understanding of this enigmatic work.
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