
the journal of american folklore
the journal of american folklore stands as a pivotal publication in the field of folklore
studies, documenting the rich tapestry of American folk traditions, narratives, and cultural
expressions. Established over a century ago, this journal serves as a critical platform for
scholars, researchers, and enthusiasts dedicated to exploring the diverse folklore heritage
of the United States and beyond. Its comprehensive coverage includes academic articles,
field reports, and critical analyses that delve into myths, legends, customs, and oral
histories. The journal not only preserves cultural memory but also fosters scholarly
dialogue on the evolving nature of folklore in contemporary society. This article provides
an in-depth examination of the journal’s history, scope, editorial standards, and its role
within the broader academic community. The following table of contents outlines the main
sections covered in this detailed overview.
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History and Origins of The Journal of American
Folklore
The journal of american folklore traces its beginnings back to the late 19th century,
coinciding with the formal establishment of folklore as a recognized academic discipline.
Founded in 1888 by the American Folklore Society, it is one of the oldest and most
respected journals dedicated to the systematic study of folklore in the United States. The
journal’s inception was driven by a desire to collect, analyze, and disseminate folk
traditions from varied cultural groups across America, including Native American, African
American, immigrant, and regional communities.

Founding Mission and Early Contributions
Initially, the journal aimed to document oral traditions, songs, tales, and customs before
they disappeared due to modernization and cultural assimilation. Early editions
prominently featured fieldwork reports, transcribed folk narratives, and ethnographic
observations. These contributions laid the groundwork for the academic rigor and
ethnological focus that would characterize the journal throughout its history.



Evolution Over Time
Over the decades, the journal of american folklore expanded its thematic and
methodological scope, incorporating interdisciplinary approaches from anthropology,
literature, history, and cultural studies. This evolution reflected broader changes in the
study of folklore, emphasizing not only preservation but also critical analysis and
theoretical frameworks.

Scope and Content Focus
The journal of american folklore covers a broad spectrum of topics related to folk culture,
including but not limited to traditional narratives, material culture, rituals, music, dance,
and vernacular expressions. Its content embraces both historical and contemporary
perspectives, highlighting the dynamic nature of folklore as it adapts and transforms in
various social contexts.

Types of Folklore Featured
The journal regularly publishes research on diverse folklore genres such as myths,
legends, fairy tales, proverbs, ballads, and folk art. It also addresses cultural practices like
festivals, religious ceremonies, and everyday customs that reflect community identity and
values.

Geographical and Cultural Range
While the primary focus remains on American folklore, the journal also includes
comparative studies involving international folk traditions. This broader outlook facilitates
cross-cultural understanding and situates American folklore within a global context.

Methodological Approaches
Articles in the journal often employ ethnographic fieldwork, historical analysis, linguistic
study, and performance theory. This diversity in methodology underscores the journal’s
commitment to comprehensive and nuanced folklore scholarship.

Editorial Process and Publication Standards
The journal of american folklore maintains rigorous editorial standards to ensure the
academic quality and integrity of its publications. Submissions undergo a thorough peer-
review process by experts in folklore and related disciplines, which helps maintain the
journal’s reputation as an authoritative source.



Peer Review and Selection Criteria
Manuscripts are evaluated based on originality, methodological soundness, contribution to
the field, and clarity of presentation. The peer-review process is double-blind, preserving
impartiality and promoting constructive critique.

Editorial Board and Contributors
The editorial board comprises distinguished scholars with expertise across various folklore
specializations. Contributors to the journal include university professors, independent
researchers, and field folklorists, ensuring a rich and diverse range of perspectives.

Publication Frequency and Formats
The journal is typically published quarterly, featuring a mix of full-length research articles,
shorter notes, book reviews, and special thematic issues. This structured approach
facilitates timely dissemination of new scholarship and ongoing conversations within the
folklore community.

Impact on Folklore Studies and Academia
The journal of american folklore has played a crucial role in shaping academic discourse
on folklore, influencing both theoretical development and practical fieldwork
methodologies. It serves as a foundational resource for students, educators, and
researchers worldwide.

Contributions to Folklore Theory
The journal has been instrumental in introducing and disseminating key theoretical
paradigms such as structuralism, performance theory, and cultural materialism. These
frameworks have enriched the understanding of folklore as a living cultural process rather
than a static artifact.

Influence on Cultural Preservation
By documenting endangered oral traditions and folk practices, the journal contributes to
cultural preservation efforts. Its archives provide invaluable records that support heritage
initiatives and community-based cultural revitalization.

Educational and Research Utility
Many folklore courses at universities use the journal as a primary teaching resource.
Additionally, its articles frequently inform interdisciplinary research in anthropology,



history, literature, and cultural studies.

Access, Subscription, and Audience
The journal of american folklore is accessible through academic libraries, institutional
subscriptions, and individual membership in the American Folklore Society. It targets a
scholarly audience but also appeals to cultural practitioners and enthusiasts interested in
folklore.

Subscription Options and Digital Access
Subscribers can access the journal in print and digital formats. Recent years have seen a
significant increase in digital availability, facilitating broader and more convenient access
to current and archival content.

Intended Readership
The journal’s readership includes academic researchers, folklorists, anthropologists,
historians, and students. It also attracts museum professionals, archivists, and community-
based cultural workers engaged in folklore documentation and interpretation.

Supporting the Folklore Community
Through its publication, the journal fosters a vibrant scholarly network, encouraging
dialogue and collaboration among folklore professionals. It also promotes public
understanding of folklore’s significance in shaping cultural identity and social cohesion.

Preservation of folk traditions and narratives

Promotion of interdisciplinary folklore research

Facilitation of scholarly peer review and discourse

Support for cultural heritage and community identity

Expansion of digital access to folklore scholarship

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the focus of The Journal of American Folklore?
The Journal of American Folklore focuses on the study and publication of research related
to folklore, traditional culture, and ethnographic studies primarily within the United States
and the Americas.

How often is The Journal of American Folklore
published?
The Journal of American Folklore is published quarterly, releasing four issues each year.

Who publishes The Journal of American Folklore?
The Journal of American Folklore is published by the American Folklore Society, a
professional organization dedicated to the study and preservation of folklore.

How can researchers access articles from The Journal of
American Folklore?
Researchers can access articles from The Journal of American Folklore through academic
databases such as JSTOR, the University of Illinois Press website, or via institutional
subscriptions to the American Folklore Society's publications.

What types of content are featured in The Journal of
American Folklore?
The journal features scholarly articles, research reports, reviews, and critical essays on
topics related to folklore studies, including oral traditions, myths, legends, customs, and
cultural practices.

Additional Resources
1. The Study of American Folklore: An Introduction
This book offers a comprehensive overview of American folklore, tracing its origins,
development, and significance in cultural studies. It covers key themes such as myths,
legends, oral traditions, and folk music, providing readers with foundational knowledge.
The text also discusses methodologies used by folklorists to collect and analyze folklore
material.

2. Voices from the Past: American Folklore and Oral Traditions
Focusing on oral storytelling traditions, this book explores how narratives are passed
down through generations in various American communities. It highlights the role of
folklore in preserving cultural identity and examines regional variations across the United
States. The author draws on numerous collected stories to illustrate the diversity and
richness of oral folklore.

3. Folk Beliefs and Customs in American Society



This volume delves into popular beliefs, superstitions, and customs that have shaped
American cultural practices. It investigates how these folk elements influence daily life,
celebrations, and social behavior. The book also analyzes the intersections between
folklore, religion, and communal values.

4. American Folktales: Traditions and Transformations
Exploring classic and contemporary American folktales, this book discusses how stories
evolve over time and adapt to changing social contexts. It includes critical commentary on
narrative structures and themes such as heroism, morality, and humor. The work serves as
both a collection and an analytical study of folktale motifs.

5. Folk Music and Dance in the United States
This book examines the rich traditions of folk music and dance across different American
regions and ethnic groups. It addresses the social functions of music and dance in
community bonding and cultural expression. The author also explores the preservation
and revival of folk performance arts in modern times.

6. Ethnic Folklore in America: Cultural Diversity and Identity
Focusing on the folklore of America’s diverse ethnic communities, this book highlights
how immigrant and indigenous groups maintain cultural heritage through folk practices. It
discusses folklore as a means of identity formation and cultural resilience. The text
includes case studies of specific ethnic traditions and their contributions to the broader
American folklore landscape.

7. Folklore and Folklife in American Festivals
This work explores the role of folklore in American festivals, fairs, and public celebrations.
It analyzes how folklore elements such as rituals, costumes, and storytelling shape
communal experiences and cultural memory. The book also considers the
commercialization and commodification of folklife in contemporary society.

8. Contemporary Issues in American Folklore Studies
Addressing modern challenges and debates in folklore research, this book examines topics
such as digital folklore, cultural appropriation, and ethical considerations in fieldwork. It
provides insight into how folklore studies are adapting to new technologies and societal
changes. The collection includes essays from leading scholars in the field.

9. The Journal of American Folklore: A Historical Anthology
This anthology compiles landmark articles and seminal research published in the Journal
of American Folklore over its long history. It showcases the evolution of folkloristic
thought and significant contributions to understanding American cultural traditions. The
book serves as both a reference and a celebration of the journal’s impact on the discipline.
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