
the kid stays in the picture

the kid stays in the picture is a phrase that has transcended its original context to become a cultural reference
point in film and storytelling. Originating from the world of cinema and documentary, it encapsulates themes of
survival, legacy, and the power of narrative. This article explores the multifaceted meaning of "the kid stays
in the picture," its origins, significance in popular culture, and its impact on modern media. By delving into its
historical background and contemporary interpretations, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of
why this phrase remains relevant today. The discussion also covers notable works connected to the phrase,
its metaphorical implications, and how it continues to influence filmmakers, writers, and audiences alike. Below
is an outline of the main topics covered in this article.

Origin and Historical Context of the Phrase

The Kid Stays in the Picture: The Documentary and Book

Cultural Impact and Popular Usage

Metaphorical Meaning and Symbolism

Influence on Modern Media and Storytelling

Origin and Historical Context of the Phrase

The phrase the kid stays in the picture originates from the American film industry, specifically tied to the career
of Robert Evans, a legendary film producer. It was first popularized during the production of the 1970 film
"The Godfather," where Evans reportedly used the phrase to assert his position and influence within the studio
system. The expression conveys the idea of persistence and survival amid adversity, particularly in the
competitive and often ruthless environment of Hollywood. Over time, this phrase has come to symbolize a
broader concept of endurance and maintaining one's place in any challenging situation.

Robert Evans and the Hollywood Studio Era

Robert Evans was a key figure in Hollywood during the 1960s and 1970s, known for revitalizing Paramount
Pictures and producing iconic films such as "Rosemary’s Baby" and "Chinatown." His rise to power and influence
reflects a period in Hollywood where producers and executives shaped the landscape of American cinema. The
phrase the kid stays in the picture encapsulates Evans’ determination to remain relevant and powerful despite
numerous obstacles, including corporate politics and personal challenges.

Usage in Film Production

Within the context of film production, "the kid stays in the picture" is often interpreted as a declaration that
a person will remain involved in a project or industry despite difficulties. It reflects the high-stakes nature of
filmmaking, where careers can be made or broken based on decisions made behind the scenes. This phrase has since
been adopted in various creative and professional fields to symbolize perseverance and commitment.

The Kid Stays in the Picture: The Documentary and Book

The phrase gained renewed attention through the 1994 memoir "The Kid Stays in the Picture" by Robert Evans,



followed by a critically acclaimed documentary adaptation released in 2002. Both the book and film chronicle
Evans’ tumultuous career in Hollywood, providing an intimate look at his successes, failures, and personal
life. These works offer deep insight into the meaning and significance of the phrase within the context of Evans’
story.

Overview of the Memoir

Robert Evans’ autobiography details his journey from a struggling actor to a powerful studio executive and
producer. The memoir is notable for its candid and engaging storytelling style, chronicling pivotal moments
that shaped both his career and the film industry. The title itself reflects Evans’ determination to maintain his
relevance and influence despite setbacks.

Documentary Film Adaptation

The documentary uses archival footage, interviews, and Evans’ own narration to bring his story to life. It
received critical praise for its innovative approach, blending personal narrative with a broader history of
Hollywood. The film’s title, The Kid Stays in the Picture, emphasizes the theme of survival and the enduring
legacy of Evans’ impact on cinema.

Cultural Impact and Popular Usage

The phrase the kid stays in the picture has permeated popular culture beyond its Hollywood origins. It is often
quoted in various contexts to express steadfastness and resilience. Its usage spans multiple mediums including
literature, television, music, and everyday language, demonstrating its versatility and enduring appeal.

Quotes and References in Media

Numerous television shows and films have referenced or parodied the phrase, using it to evoke themes of
persistence or to pay homage to Robert Evans’ legacy. It has also appeared in song lyrics and book titles,
illustrating its wide-ranging cultural resonance.

Common Interpretations

In everyday usage, the phrase is commonly interpreted as an affirmation that an individual will remain involved
or present despite challenges. It symbolizes not only survival but also the ability to thrive and maintain
visibility in competitive environments.

Metaphorical Meaning and Symbolism

Beyond its literal origins, the kid stays in the picture carries rich metaphorical significance. It is often viewed as
a symbol of perseverance, identity, and legacy. This section explores how the phrase functions as a metaphor in
various contexts, including psychology, business, and storytelling.

Perseverance and Resilience

The phrase embodies the human capacity to withstand obstacles and continue forward. It is a powerful
metaphor for resilience, encouraging individuals to maintain their place and pursue their goals despite adversity.



Legacy and Identity

Additionally, the phrase suggests the importance of leaving a lasting impression or legacy. To "stay in the
picture" is to ensure that one's contributions and presence are remembered, highlighting the desire for enduring
significance.

Influence on Modern Media and Storytelling

The enduring appeal of the kid stays in the picture is evident in its influence on contemporary media and narrative
techniques. It has inspired filmmakers, writers, and creators to explore themes of survival, ambition, and the
complex dynamics of power and identity.

Impact on Biographical Storytelling

The phrase has informed the structure and tone of many biographical documentaries and memoirs, emphasizing the
personal struggles and triumphs behind public success. Its influence encourages a narrative focus on persistence
and the human element within the entertainment industry and beyond.

Use in Motivational and Business Contexts

Outside of entertainment, the phrase is often used in motivational speaking and business to inspire determination
and strategic perseverance. It resonates with entrepreneurs and professionals who face challenges in
maintaining their position or advancing their careers.

Examples of Influence

Documentaries emphasizing personal resilience and career longevity

Films exploring the complexities of fame and power

Books and articles focusing on overcoming obstacles in competitive fields

Corporate training materials promoting persistence and adaptability

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Kid Stays in the Picture' about?

'The Kid Stays in the Picture' is a documentary film and book that chronicles the life and career of Hollywood
producer Robert Evans, highlighting his rise to fame, personal struggles, and influence in the film industry.

Who directed the documentary 'The Kid Stays in the Picture'?

The documentary was directed by Nanette Burstein and Brett Morgen.



When was 'The Kid Stays in the Picture' released?

The documentary film was released in 2002.

Is 'The Kid Stays in the Picture' based on a true story?

Yes, it is based on the autobiography of Robert Evans, recounting his real-life experiences in Hollywood.

What is the significance of the title 'The Kid Stays in the Picture'?

The title reflects Robert Evans' determination to remain relevant and influential in Hollywood despite
numerous setbacks and challenges.

What unique style is used in the documentary 'The Kid Stays in the Picture'?

The documentary uses a combination of archival photographs, film clips, and Robert Evans' own narration to
tell his story in a visually engaging way.

Did 'The Kid Stays in the Picture' receive any notable awards or
nominations?

While it did not win major awards, the documentary was critically acclaimed and helped renew interest in
Robert Evans' career.

Where can I watch 'The Kid Stays in the Picture'?

The documentary is available on various streaming platforms like Amazon Prime Video and can also be
purchased on DVD or digital download services.

Additional Resources
1. The Kid Stays in the Picture: A Memoir
This is the original autobiography by Robert Evans, a legendary Hollywood producer. It chronicles his rise
from a young aspiring actor to one of the most powerful figures in the film industry. The book is filled with
candid stories about Hollywood's golden era, offering an insider's perspective on fame, success, and the price of
both.

2. Easy Riders, Raging Bulls: How the Sex-Drugs-and-Rock 'N' Roll Generation Saved Hollywood
Written by Peter Biskind, this book complements the themes in "The Kid Stays in the Picture" by exploring the
transformative period of 1960s and 70s Hollywood. It delves into the lives of filmmakers and producers who
revolutionized the industry, including figures like Robert Evans. The narrative captures the creative chaos and
cultural shifts that shaped modern cinema.

3. What I Talk About When I Talk About Running
While not directly related to Hollywood, this memoir by Haruki Murakami offers a personal look at
perseverance and passion, themes resonant with Evans’ journey. Murakami’s reflections on discipline and self-
discovery provide a compelling backdrop to understanding the resilience needed in any high-pressure career. The
book is a meditative exploration of commitment and endurance.

4. The Devil's Candy: The Anatomy Of A Hollywood Fiasco
By Julie Salamon, this book explores the darker side of film production, highlighting the risks and failures behind
the glamour. It tells the story of the troubled making of the movie "The Bonfire of the Vanities," offering
insights into the challenges faced by producers akin to Robert Evans. This narrative provides a cautionary
tale about the volatility of Hollywood success.



5. Adventures in the Screen Trade
Written by William Goldman, one of Hollywood’s most renowned screenwriters, this book is a must-read for
understanding the filmmaking process. Goldman shares his experiences and anecdotes that reveal the intricate
dynamics between writers, producers, and studios. The book’s behind-the-scenes perspective complements the
producer-centric view found in "The Kid Stays in the Picture."

6. Hitchcock/Truffaut
This book compiles the legendary interviews between Fran�ois Truffaut and Alfred Hitchcock, offering deep
insights into the craft of filmmaking. It serves as an important resource for understanding the artistic and
technical aspects that producers like Evans had to navigate. The dialogues reveal the complexities of creating
enduring cinematic works.

7. My Life So Far
By Jane Fonda, this memoir recounts the actress’s experiences in Hollywood and beyond, touching on themes of
fame, transformation, and activism. Fonda’s story provides a perspective on the cultural and political
environment of the eras covered in Evans’ memoir. The book adds depth to the understanding of Hollywood’s
impact on personal and public life.

8. Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Film
Peter Biskind explores the emergence of independent cinema in the 1990s, a period that followed the studio
dominance chronicled by Evans. The book highlights the shift in power dynamics within Hollywood and the rise of
new voices and stories. It offers context to the evolving landscape that producers like Evans helped shape.

9. Easy Riders, Raging Bulls: The Birth of New Hollywood
This edition or variation of Biskind’s work focuses specifically on the birth of New Hollywood, the era in which
Robert Evans rose to prominence. It details the cultural revolutions and industry upheavals that defined the
time. The book is essential for those interested in the historical setting of "The Kid Stays in the Picture."
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