
the language of composition 2nd edition

the language of composition 2nd edition is a widely respected textbook designed to equip students

with advanced skills in rhetoric, writing, and critical analysis. This edition builds upon the successful

framework of the original, offering updated content, fresh rhetorical strategies, and contemporary

examples that resonate with today’s learners. The language of composition 2nd edition serves as a

comprehensive resource for high school and college students aiming to master the art of composition

and rhetorical analysis. It emphasizes understanding diverse texts, developing persuasive writing

capabilities, and refining analytical thinking. This article explores the key features, structure, and

benefits of the language of composition 2nd edition, providing educators and students with essential

insights. The following sections will detail the textbook’s content, pedagogical approach, practical

applications, and how it aligns with current educational standards.
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Overview of the Language of Composition 2nd Edition

The language of composition 2nd edition is an updated iteration of a foundational text that emphasizes

the study of rhetoric and effective writing. It is designed to help students engage with complex texts

and to develop their ability to construct well-reasoned arguments. This edition reflects changes in

educational standards and incorporates modern rhetorical contexts, enabling learners to connect

classical rhetorical principles with contemporary discourse. It is frequently used in Advanced

Placement (AP) English Language and Composition courses, though its applications extend to a broad

range of writing and composition curricula.

Purpose and Audience

This textbook targets high school juniors and seniors, as well as college students, aiming to improve

their critical reading and writing skills. It is particularly suited for students preparing for AP exams,

standardized tests, or those seeking to deepen their understanding of rhetoric and composition. The

language of composition 2nd edition supports educators by providing structured lesson plans, sample

essays, and detailed prompts that align with curricular goals.

Historical Context and Updates

The second edition updates the original content by including more diverse voices and recent rhetorical

examples. It reflects changes in societal discourse, digital communication, and multicultural

perspectives, making it relevant to today’s students. These updates ensure that users of the textbook

are exposed to both traditional rhetorical techniques and evolving modes of communication.

Core Components and Content Structure

The language of composition 2nd edition is organized into several key sections that guide students

from foundational concepts to advanced writing techniques. The textbook balances theoretical



knowledge with practical exercises, fostering comprehensive skill development.

Units and Chapters

The textbook is divided into thematic units that focus on different aspects of rhetoric and composition,

such as argument, synthesis, and rhetorical analysis. Each unit contains chapters that delve deeper

into specific topics, supported by examples and writing assignments. This structure allows for

progressive learning and incremental skill building.

Included Texts and Examples

Each chapter features a variety of texts, including essays, speeches, and articles from diverse authors

and time periods. These selections are carefully chosen to illustrate rhetorical strategies and

techniques in action, providing students with concrete models for their own writing.

Writing Assignments and Activities

The language of composition 2nd edition emphasizes active learning through targeted writing prompts,

peer review exercises, and revision strategies. These activities encourage students to practice different

forms of writing, from analytical essays to persuasive arguments, enhancing their adaptability as

writers.

Rhetorical Strategies and Writing Techniques

A central focus of the language of composition 2nd edition is the detailed exploration of rhetorical

strategies that empower students to analyze and craft effective communication. Understanding these

techniques is crucial for academic success and broader communication proficiency.



Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

The textbook extensively covers the three classical rhetorical appeals—ethos (credibility), pathos

(emotion), and logos (logic)—explaining how each can be used to persuade an audience. Students

learn to identify these appeals in texts and employ them strategically in their writing.

Stylistic Devices and Sentence Structures

Beyond appeals, the language of composition 2nd edition teaches a variety of stylistic devices such as

metaphor, parallelism, and repetition. It also explores sentence variety and syntax to help students

create engaging and sophisticated prose.

Developing Thesis Statements and Arguments

The text guides students through crafting clear, compelling thesis statements and constructing

coherent arguments supported by evidence. It emphasizes logical organization and the importance of

counterarguments to enhance persuasive writing.

Integration of Contemporary Texts and Examples

One of the strengths of the language of composition 2nd edition is its inclusion of contemporary texts

that reflect current social, political, and cultural issues. This relevance helps students see the practical

application of rhetorical skills in real-world contexts.

Diverse Author Voices

The textbook features a range of authors from different backgrounds and perspectives, ensuring that

students engage with varied viewpoints. This diversity enriches students' understanding of rhetoric in

multicultural and global settings.



Modern Media and Digital Rhetoric

Recognizing the growing influence of digital communication, the language of composition 2nd edition

incorporates examples from social media, blogs, and online journalism. This integration helps students

analyze and compose rhetoric suited for digital platforms.

Educational Benefits and Classroom Applications

The language of composition 2nd edition offers numerous advantages for educators and students

alike, providing a structured yet flexible framework for teaching composition and rhetoric.

Alignment with Educational Standards

The textbook aligns closely with Common Core and AP English Language standards, ensuring that its

content prepares students for state assessments and AP exams. Its focus on critical thinking and

analytical writing supports broader academic objectives.

Teacher Resources and Supplementary Materials

Educators benefit from the comprehensive teacher’s editions, lesson plans, and assessment tools that

accompany the textbook. These resources facilitate effective instruction and allow for differentiated

learning strategies.

Skills Development and Student Outcomes

Students using the language of composition 2nd edition typically show marked improvement in reading

comprehension, analytical writing, and rhetorical awareness. The textbook’s emphasis on practice and

revision cultivates durable writing skills applicable across disciplines.



Comparison with Other Composition Textbooks

When compared with other prominent composition textbooks, the language of composition 2nd edition

distinguishes itself through its rigorous rhetorical focus and contemporary relevance.

Strengths Relative to Competitors

Unlike some textbooks that prioritize grammar and mechanics, this edition emphasizes critical analysis

and argumentation, making it particularly effective for advanced students. Its integration of modern

texts and digital rhetoric also sets it apart from more traditional anthologies.

Considerations for Selection

While the language of composition 2nd edition excels in rhetorical pedagogy, schools and instructors

may consider the specific needs of their students when choosing materials. Some may complement it

with grammar workbooks or creative writing texts to provide a well-rounded curriculum.

Overall Educational Value

Ultimately, the language of composition 2nd edition remains a premier choice for those seeking to

deepen rhetorical understanding and enhance writing proficiency. Its comprehensive approach

supports student success in academic and real-world communication.

Comprehensive rhetorical instruction

Updated and diverse content

Alignment with AP and Common Core standards



Robust teacher and student resources

Focus on critical thinking and argument development

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition' about?

It is a comprehensive AP English Language and Composition textbook that focuses on rhetorical

analysis, argumentation, and synthesis skills.

Who are the authors of 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition'?

The book is authored by Renee H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Dissin Aufses.

What new features are included in the 2nd edition compared to the

1st edition?

The 2nd edition includes updated essays, new rhetorical strategies, additional practice prompts, and

revised teaching notes to align better with the AP curriculum.

Is 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition' suitable for self-study?

Yes, the book is designed for both classroom use and self-study, with clear explanations, examples,

and exercises for independent learners.

Does 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition' include practice AP



exam questions?

Yes, it features numerous practice questions modeled after AP exam prompts to help students prepare

effectively.

What types of texts are included in 'The Language of Composition 2nd

Edition'?

The textbook includes a variety of non-fiction texts such as essays, speeches, letters, and articles from

diverse authors and time periods.

How does 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition' help improve

rhetorical analysis skills?

It provides detailed lessons on rhetorical devices, strategies, and techniques, along with annotated

examples to help students identify and analyze rhetoric in texts.

Is 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition' aligned with the AP

English Language and Composition curriculum?

Yes, it is specifically designed to meet the requirements of the AP English Language and Composition

course and exam.

Are there supplementary materials available for 'The Language of

Composition 2nd Edition'?

Yes, there are teacher's guides, online resources, and workbooks available to complement the

textbook.

Where can I purchase 'The Language of Composition 2nd Edition'?

The book is available for purchase on major online retailers like Amazon, as well as through



educational bookstores and publishers.

Additional Resources

1. The Language of Composition: Reading, Writing, Rhetoric, 2nd Edition

This foundational textbook offers a comprehensive approach to AP English Language and

Composition. It combines classic and contemporary rhetorical readings with strategies for effective

writing and analysis. The 2nd edition emphasizes critical thinking and helps students develop

persuasive and analytical skills through various writing assignments.

2. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy

Birkenstein

This book focuses on teaching students how to enter academic conversations effectively. It provides

templates and examples to help writers structure arguments and responses. The language is

accessible, making it a great companion for those studying composition and rhetoric.

3. Writing Analytically by David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen

A guide designed to improve analytical writing skills by teaching students how to break down complex

texts and ideas. It encourages active reading and clear expression of arguments. This book

complements The Language of Composition by deepening rhetorical analysis techniques.

4. They Say / I Say with Readings: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff, Cathy

Birkenstein, and Russel Durst

An expanded edition of the original They Say / I Say, this version includes readings that exemplify the

rhetorical moves discussed. It reinforces the practical application of argumentation strategies within

actual texts. Ideal for students aiming to refine their writing and critical reading abilities.

5. Rhetorical Grammar: Grammatical Choices, Rhetorical Effects by Martha Kolln and Loretta Gray

This book explores the intersection of grammar and rhetoric, showing how grammatical choices

influence meaning and persuasiveness. It is particularly useful for students looking to enhance their

writing style and clarity. The text supports the goals of The Language of Composition by focusing on



effective language use.

6. Everything’s an Argument by Andrea A. Lunsford and John J. Ruszkiewicz

This text demystifies the concept of argument and presents various forms it can take in writing and

speaking. It integrates examples from popular culture, politics, and everyday life to illustrate rhetorical

strategies. It serves as a practical resource alongside The Language of Composition for mastering

argumentation.

7. They Say: An Introduction to Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein

A more concise version of their seminal work, this book is designed for introductory writing courses. It

emphasizes the importance of summarizing others’ arguments while articulating your own perspective.

The strategies taught align well with the approach of The Language of Composition.

8. Invitation to Critical Thinking and Writing by Stephen D. Brookfield and Stephen Preskill

This book encourages readers to engage critically with texts and develop thoughtful written responses.

It combines critical thinking exercises with writing practice to build strong analytical skills. The text

complements the rhetorical and writing focus of The Language of Composition.

9. Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide by Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R.

Mandell

This comprehensive reader offers a variety of essays and rhetorical strategies to enhance college-level

writing. It provides detailed guidance on different modes of writing, from narration to argumentation.

This book pairs well with The Language of Composition for students seeking diverse examples and

writing practice.
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