
the laramie project ten years later
The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later is a poignant sequel to the original play that
captured the nation’s attention in the wake of the brutal murder of Matthew Shepard in
1998. Written by Moisés Kaufman and members of the Tectonic Theater Project, the
original work examined the community of Laramie, Wyoming, and the national discourse
surrounding hate crimes, LGBTQ+ rights, and the impact of violence. A decade later, the
sequel sought to revisit the aftermath of Matthew’s death, exploring the changes and
challenges faced by Laramie’s residents, the LGBTQ+ community, and the societal
landscape at large.

This article delves into the themes and implications of The Laramie Project: Ten Years
Later, its impact on communities, and its relevance to contemporary society.

Context of the Original Work

The Birth of The Laramie Project

The original Laramie Project, first performed in 2000, was crafted through interviews with
the people of Laramie following the tragic events surrounding Matthew Shepard’s murder.
The play was groundbreaking in its use of verbatim theater, capturing real voices and
experiences to create a powerful narrative that highlighted the complexities of human
emotions, societal norms, and the ramifications of hate.

Impact and Reception

Upon its release, The Laramie Project received critical acclaim for its sensitive handling of
a deeply troubling topic. Some key points regarding its impact include:

- Raising Awareness: The play helped draw national attention to hate crimes, especially
those against LGBTQ+ individuals.
- Catalyst for Change: It inspired activism and discussions on LGBTQ+ rights, leading to
increased visibility and advocacy for the community.
- Educational Tool: The play became a staple in schools and communities, used as a
teaching tool to discuss tolerance, acceptance, and the consequences of hate.

Understanding Ten Years Later



The Concept and Creation

The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later premiered in 2008, a decade after the events that
inspired the original play. The Tectonic Theater Project returned to Laramie to conduct
new interviews, seeking to understand how the community had evolved since Matthew’s
murder. Kaufman and his team aimed to explore themes of forgiveness, healing, and the
ongoing struggle against prejudice.

- Continuity of Voices: The sequel retained the same verbatim style, ensuring that the
voices of Laramie’s residents remained central to the narrative.
- Focus on Change: The sequel not only revisits the past but also seeks to understand the
present and future of Laramie in a broader context.

Thematic Exploration

The sequel expands on several key themes, reflecting on the societal changes and ongoing
issues surrounding hate and acceptance:

1. Healing and Forgiveness: Many of the original interviewees express a desire to move
forward, focusing on healing from the trauma inflicted by Matthew’s murder. The
community grapples with how to forgive and rebuild.

2. Ongoing Prejudice: Despite progress, the play highlights that prejudice and
discrimination persist. Interviewees recount experiences of continued intolerance,
demonstrating that the fight against hate is far from over.

3. The Role of Memory: The community’s relationship with the memory of Matthew
Shepard is explored, as residents reflect on how they honor his legacy and the lessons
learned from his tragic death.

4. Activism and Advocacy: The sequel showcases the efforts of activists who continue to
fight for LGBTQ+ rights and against hate crimes, emphasizing the importance of advocacy
in creating social change.

Characters and Perspectives

Key Figures in the Sequel

The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later features a mix of returning characters from the
original play and new voices. Their stories offer diverse perspectives on the impact of
Matthew’s murder and the community’s evolution.

- Matthew’s Family: Matthew’s parents, Judy and Dennis Shepard, continue to be central
figures, reflecting on their journey of grief and advocacy. They have become prominent



activists for LGBTQ+ rights, using their tragedy to promote change.

- Local Residents: Various townspeople, including those who were initially resistant to
change, share their journeys of understanding and acceptance, portraying the
complexities of human growth.

- Activists and Allies: New voices from the LGBTQ+ community and allies provide insight
into the ongoing struggles and triumphs faced by marginalized groups in Laramie and
beyond.

Impact on the LGBTQ+ Community

Progress and Challenges

The sequel serves as a mirror reflecting the broader societal changes regarding LGBTQ+
rights over the decade since the original play. Some of the notable aspects include:

- Increased Visibility: The LGBTQ+ community has gained more visibility and
representation in media, politics, and social discourse since Matthew’s death.

- Legal Advancements: The legalization of same-sex marriage in many parts of the United
States represents significant progress; however, the play reminds audiences that legal
rights do not equate to societal acceptance.

- Continued Violence: Unfortunately, hate crimes against LGBTQ+ individuals persist,
highlighting that while some strides have been made, there is still much work to be done.

Educational Impact

The sequel, like its predecessor, continues to serve as an educational tool. Some key
educational impacts include:

- Dialogue Initiation: Schools and communities use the play to initiate discussions about
tolerance, empathy, and the consequences of hate.

- Theatrical Productions: Many theater groups and educational institutions have staged
productions of the sequel, furthering its reach and impact.

- Workshops and Panels: The themes of the play have inspired workshops and panel
discussions, encouraging participants to engage with the material in meaningful ways.



Conclusion: The Ongoing Journey

The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later is more than just a sequel; it is a vital exploration of
a community grappling with its past while striving for a more accepting future. Through
the voices of Laramie’s residents, the play highlights the complexities of healing, the
persistence of prejudice, and the importance of advocacy.

As society continues to evolve, the lessons from The Laramie Project and its sequel remain
relevant. They serve as reminders of the work that lies ahead in the fight against hate and
discrimination, urging us all to engage in dialogue, promote understanding, and foster
acceptance. The legacy of Matthew Shepard endures, not only as a symbol of tragedy but
as a catalyst for change and a reminder that love and compassion must ultimately triumph
over hate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later' about?
'The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later' is a follow-up to the original 'The Laramie Project,'
exploring the aftermath of Matthew Shepard's murder and its impact on the community of
Laramie, Wyoming, a decade later. It includes interviews with various residents reflecting
on changes in attitudes toward LGBTQ+ issues.

How does 'The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later' differ
from the original play?
While the original play focuses on the events surrounding Matthew Shepard's murder,
'Ten Years Later' delves into the long-term effects of that event, examining whether
Laramie has changed in terms of acceptance and social justice, and highlighting the
ongoing struggles within the LGBTQ+ community.

What themes are explored in 'The Laramie Project: Ten
Years Later'?
The play explores themes of forgiveness, justice, community, and the evolving perceptions
of hate crimes and LGBTQ+ rights. It also addresses the idea of memory and the impact of
past events on present-day society.

Who are the main contributors to 'The Laramie Project:
Ten Years Later'?
The piece was created by Moisés Kaufman and the Tectonic Theater Project, featuring
contributions from various community members, activists, and individuals directly affected
by Matthew Shepard's murder, as well as insights from experts in LGBTQ+ rights.



What has been the impact of 'The Laramie Project: Ten
Years Later' on audiences?
The play has sparked discussions on hate crimes, social justice, and the progress made in
LGBTQ+ rights since Matthew Shepard's death. It continues to resonate with audiences,
prompting reflection on societal changes and the work still needed to combat
discrimination.

How does the play address the ongoing issues of hate
crimes and LGBTQ+ discrimination?
The play highlights personal stories and testimonies that illustrate the realities of hate
crimes and discrimination faced by LGBTQ+ individuals, emphasizing that despite some
progress, significant challenges remain in achieving equality and acceptance.
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