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The Last Command: Star Wars Thrawn Trilogy is the climactic conclusion to Timothy Zahn's
groundbreaking series that redefined the Star Wars Expanded Universe. Published in 1993, this novel
completes a narrative arc that began with "Heir to the Empire" and continued with "Dark Force
Rising." Zahn's work not only brought beloved characters back to life but also introduced new ones,
notably the brilliant Grand Admiral Thrawn. The trilogy is set five years after the events of "Return of
the Jedi" and explores the struggles of the New Republic as it faces remnants of the Empire,
culminating in a thrilling confrontation that tests the resolve and unity of its heroes.

Overview of the Thrawn Trilogy

The Thrawn Trilogy is often credited with revitalizing interest in the Star Wars franchise during the
early 1990s. It has had a lasting impact on the lore of the Star Wars universe and is considered a
seminal work in the realm of science fiction literature.

Key Themes

1. The Nature of Evil:
- The trilogy examines different forms of evil, from the cold, tactical genius of Thrawn to the more
emotional, impulsive darkness of Darth C’baoth.

2. Leadership and Unity:
- The New Republic’s struggles illustrate the importance of unity among its leaders, as they face both
internal dissent and external threats.

3. Legacy and Redemption:
- Characters grapple with their pasts and seek redemption, particularly Han Solo and Leia Organa as
they navigate their roles as new leaders.

Major Characters

- Grand Admiral Thrawn: A strategic mastermind and the trilogy's primary antagonist, Thrawn is
known for his analytical prowess and ability to outthink his opponents.

- Mara Jade: Once an Emperor's Hand, she seeks her own identity and purpose, becoming a pivotal
character in the series.

- Luke Skywalker: The last Jedi struggles with the legacy of his father and the responsibilities of his
newfound role.

- Han Solo and Leia Organa: The couple must balance their family life with their political
responsibilities in the New Republic.

Plot Summary of The Last Command

In "The Last Command," the New Republic faces the imminent threat posed by Grand Admiral Thrawn,
who is orchestrating a campaign to reclaim control of the galaxy. Thrawn’s tactical genius is matched

only by his understanding of art and culture, allowing him to predict his enemies' moves. As the story
unfolds, the heroes must confront not only Thrawn but also a powerful Jedi clone, Darth C’baoth, who

seeks to impose his will on the galaxy.

The New Republic's Challenges



The New Republic is still in its infancy, grappling with the complexities of governance and the
remnants of Imperial loyalty. Leadership tensions arise, highlighting the difficulties faced by the new
government as it attempts to establish itself against the backdrop of ongoing conflict.

Key Events Leading to the Climax

1. Thrawn's Strategic Moves:
- Thrawn begins his campaign by launching a series of calculated strikes against New Republic
outposts, showcasing his military acumen.

2. Mara Jade's Role:
- Mara Jade, torn between her past and her desire for redemption, becomes an ally to Luke Skywalker.
Her journey of transformation is pivotal to the plot.

3. The Dark Force:
- The search for the "Katana," an ancient warship lost during the Clone Wars, becomes a critical
element in the New Republic's strategy against Thrawn.

The Confrontation

The climax of "The Last Command" is marked by an intense showdown on the planet of Bilbringi. As
Thrawn’s forces clash with the New Republic, the stakes are at their highest. The battle is not just a
military confrontation; it is also a test of wills between Thrawn and the heroes.

Key Moments in the Climax

- Darth C’baoth's Manipulation:
- C'baoth attempts to control Luke and Mara, revealing his twisted vision for the galaxy.

- The Battle of Bilbringi:

- A massive space battle takes place, showcasing both the tactical genius of Thrawn and the
determination of the New Republic forces.

- The Resolution:

- The final confrontation leads to unexpected alliances and sacrifices, shaping the future of the
galaxy.

Character Development

Throughout "The Last Command," significant character development occurs, particularly with Luke
Skywalker and Mara Jade.

Luke Skywalker

Luke evolves from a hopeful Jedi into a leader who understands the complexities of power and
morality. His internal struggle with the dark side is a recurring theme, especially as he confronts
C’baoth.

Mara Jade

Mara’s journey from antagonist to ally is one of the trilogy’s highlights. Her complex relationship with



Luke transforms as they both learn to trust each other and confront their pasts.
Impact on Star Wars Lore

"The Last Command" solidified the Thrawn Trilogy's place in Star Wars history. It introduced concepts
and characters that would resonate throughout the Expanded Universe and inspired many
subsequent stories in various media.

Legacy of the Trilogy

1. Expanded Universe:
- The trilogy set the stage for further exploration of the Star Wars universe, influencing novels,
comics, and animated series.

2. Character Return:
- Characters like Thrawn and Mara Jade have made appearances in later canon, showcasing their
lasting appeal.

3. Themes of Redemption:
- The exploration of redemption and the gray areas of morality continue to be central themes in new
Star Wars stories.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Last Command: Star Wars Thrawn Trilogy is not merely a conclusion to a series but
a pivotal work that has left an indelible mark on the Star Wars universe. Timothy Zahn's masterful
storytelling, intricate characters, and compelling themes resonate with fans old and new. As the New
Republic grapples with its challenges and confronts the remnants of the Empire, the lessons of unity,
redemption, and the nature of power remain relevant. The trilogy's legacy endures, continuing to
inspire new generations of Star Wars enthusiasts and shaping the narrative landscape of a galaxy far,
far away.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Last Command' in the context of the Star Wars
Thrawn Trilogy?

‘The Last Command' is the third book in the Thrawn Trilogy written by Timothy Zahn, which follows
the events after 'Heir to the Empire' and 'Dark Force Rising'. It features the return of Grand Admiral
Thrawn and the final conflict against the New Republic.

Who are the main characters in 'The Last Command'?

The main characters include Grand Admiral Thrawn, Mara Jade, Luke Skywalker, Han Solo, Leia
Organa, and other members of the New Republic as they confront Thrawn's strategic genius.



How does 'The Last Command' conclude the Thrawn Trilogy?

‘The Last Command' concludes the trilogy by resolving the conflict between the New Republic and
Thrawn's forces, culminating in a climactic battle and significant character developments, particularly
for Mara Jade and Luke Skywalker.

What themes are explored in 'The Last Command'?

'The Last Command' explores themes of loyalty, the struggle for power, redemption, and the
complexity of characters who walk the line between good and evil, particularly through the lens of
Mara Jade's character.

What is the significance of Grand Admiral Thrawn in 'The Last
Command"?

Grand Admiral Thrawn is significant as he represents the tactical brilliance of the Imperial remnants,
showcasing his ability to analyze and predict his enemies' moves, which poses a significant threat to
the New Republic.

How does 'The Last Command' connect to the wider Star Wars
universe?

‘The Last Command' connects to the wider Star Wars universe by expanding on established
characters and lore, while also introducing new elements like the Noghri and the concept of Force
sensitivity in non-Jedi characters.

What impact did 'The Last Command' have on Star Wars
expanded universe?

‘The Last Command' had a significant impact on the Star Wars expanded universe by revitalizing
interest in the franchise in the 1990s, setting the stage for future novels and media, and establishing
a model for how to continue storytelling in the Star Wars galaxy.
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