
the last of the really great whangdoodles
The last of the really great whangdoodles is a phrase that captures the imagination,
evoking a sense of nostalgia and adventure. This whimsical term, popularized by the
children's book "The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles" by Julie Andrews Edwards,
takes readers on a journey into a fantastical world where creativity and wonder reign
supreme. In this article, we will explore the essence of the whangdoodle, its significance in
literature, and the impact it has had on generations of readers.

What is a Whangdoodle?

A whangdoodle is a fictional creature that embodies the spirit of imagination and
unbounded creativity. Edwards’ book introduces us to this enchanting character,
described as a whimsical, friendly being that resides in a magical land. While there are no
concrete descriptions of a whangdoodle in popular culture, the term itself has come to
symbolize the essence of childhood wonder and the importance of believing in the
impossible.

The Origin of the Term

The term "whangdoodle" has roots that can be traced back to the early 20th century,
although its exact origin remains unclear. Some theories suggest it may have originated
from American folklore, while others attribute it to whimsical language play. Regardless of
its origin, the whangdoodle has become a beloved symbol of fantasy and adventure,
particularly in children's literature.

The Story Behind "The Last of the Really Great
Whangdoodles"

The book "The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles" was published in 1974 and quickly
became a classic. Written by Julie Andrews Edwards, it tells the story of three
siblings—Billy, Mary, and Ben—who embark on a quest to find the elusive whangdoodle.
Along the way, they encounter a cast of memorable characters and experience the power
of imagination.

Key Themes of the Book

The narrative touches upon several important themes that resonate with readers of all
ages:



The Power of Imagination: The story emphasizes how imagination can transport1.
individuals to magical worlds, allowing them to explore new possibilities.

Family and Friendship: The bond between the siblings showcases the importance2.
of teamwork and support in overcoming challenges.

Believing in the Extraordinary: The journey to find the whangdoodle encourages3.
readers to maintain their sense of wonder and belief in the fantastical.

Adventure and Discovery: The exploration of new realms represents the thrill of4.
adventure and the joy of discovering the unknown.

Characters in "The Last of the Really Great
Whangdoodles"

The characters in Edwards' story are integral to the magical experience. Each character
contributes to the narrative’s charm and depth, making the adventure both relatable and
captivating.

Main Characters

Billy: The oldest sibling, Billy is adventurous and courageous, often leading the
charge in their quest.

Mary: The middle child, Mary is imaginative and nurturing, bringing a sense of
creativity to the group.

Ben: The youngest sibling, Ben represents innocence and curiosity, reminding
readers of the wonder of childhood.

Professor Dingleberry: A quirky and wise figure, he guides the children on their
journey, imparting valuable lessons along the way.

The Whangdoodle: The titular character, he embodies the joy of imagination and
the importance of believing in one’s dreams.

Impact of the Book on Readers

Since its publication, "The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles" has left a lasting
impact on readers. The book not only entertains but also instills a sense of wonder and



encourages creativity.

Promoting Creativity and Imagination

The story serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of imagination in our lives. It
encourages readers to:

Engage in creative play.1.

Explore their own imagination through storytelling.2.

Appreciate the beauty of fantasy and its role in personal growth.3.

Generational Appeal

One of the remarkable aspects of "The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles" is its ability
to transcend generations. Parents who grew up reading the book often pass it down to
their children, creating a shared experience that fosters a love for reading and
storytelling. The timeless themes resonate with both young and old, making it a beloved
classic.

Conclusion

In a world that often prioritizes realism and practicality, the notion of the last of the
really great whangdoodles serves as a beacon of hope and creativity. Julie Andrews
Edwards' enchanting tale invites readers to embrace their imagination, explore fantastical
realms, and believe in the extraordinary. The whangdoodle stands as a symbol of the
magic that lies within each of us, urging us to keep dreaming and exploring, regardless of
age. As we continue to share stories and experiences, the legacy of the whangdoodle will
undoubtedly live on, inspiring generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Last of the Really
Great Whangdoodles'?
The central theme of the book revolves around the power of imagination, the importance
of believing in the extraordinary, and the adventures that come from exploring uncharted
territories, both literally and figuratively.



Who are the main characters in 'The Last of the Really
Great Whangdoodles'?
The main characters include the three children, Ben, Jill, and their brother, who embark
on a magical adventure to find the elusive Whangdoodle, guided by the eccentric Professor
Longneck.

How does the book portray the Whangdoodle as a
character?
The Whangdoodle is portrayed as a wise and benevolent creature, representing the
whimsical nature of childhood and the importance of nurturing one's imagination and
dreams.

What age group is 'The Last of the Really Great
Whangdoodles' aimed at?
The book is primarily aimed at children aged 8 to 12, but its themes of imagination and
adventure resonate with readers of all ages.

What impact has 'The Last of the Really Great
Whangdoodles' had on children's literature?
The book has had a lasting impact on children's literature by encouraging creativity and
exploration, inspiring generations of readers to embrace the wonders of their
imaginations.
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