
the last words of dutch schultz

The last words of Dutch Schultz remain shrouded in mystery and intrigue, encapsulating the life and death
of one of America's most notorious gangsters. Born Arthur Simon Flegenheimer, Dutch Schultz rose to
infamy during the Prohibition era in the 1920s, known for his brutal tactics and ruthless business dealings
in the New York City underworld. His last words, uttered before he succumbed to gunshot wounds in
1935, have sparked curiosity, speculation, and debate among historians, crime enthusiasts, and the general
public alike. In this article, we will delve into the life of Dutch Schultz, the circumstances surrounding his
death, and the enigmatic nature of his final words.

The Rise of Dutch Schultz

Dutch Schultz was born on August 6, 1902, in the Bronx, New York City, to a Jewish family. His early life
was marked by poverty and hardship, which set the stage for his eventual descent into a life of crime.
Schultz began his criminal career in the 1920s, engaging in bootlegging and extortion as Prohibition took
hold across the United States.

The Prohibition Era and Criminal Enterprises

During the 1920s, Schultz became a significant figure in the organized crime scene. Some key aspects of his
rise to power include:

Bootlegging: With the 18th Amendment in effect, Schultz capitalized on the illegal alcohol trade,
establishing a vast network for smuggling and distribution.

Numbers Racketeering: He transformed the illegal lottery business in Harlem, making millions
while evading law enforcement.

Violence and Intimidation: Schultz was notorious for his brutal methods, often resorting to violence to
eliminate rivals and instill fear among competitors.

As Schultz gained power, he became embroiled in conflicts with other organized crime figures, most
notably with the likes of Lucky Luciano and Vincent "The Chin" Gigante. These power struggles would
ultimately play a crucial role in his downfall.



The Downfall of Dutch Schultz

Dutch Schultz's reign as a crime lord began to unravel in the early 1930s. Law enforcement intensified
efforts to crack down on organized crime, and rival gangs sought to usurp his position. Several factors
contributed to his decline:

Law Enforcement Pressure

As the authorities ramped up their efforts to combat organized crime, Schultz found himself increasingly in
the crosshairs. The establishment of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) gave law enforcement a
more coordinated approach to tackling organized crime.

Rival Gangs

The competition in the underground world was fierce. Schultz's violent tactics alienated potential allies and
attracted the ire of powerful rivals. The growing influence of Lucky Luciano and his National Crime
Syndicate posed a significant threat to Schultz's empire.

The Assassination of Dutch Schultz

The culmination of Schultz's tumultuous life came on October 23, 1935, when he was gunned down in a
restaurant in Newark, New Jersey. The circumstances of his assassination were dramatic and brutal. As
Schultz sat in the bathroom of the Chophouse, a rival gang ambushed him, firing multiple shots.

The Aftermath of the Shooting

After being shot, Dutch Schultz was rushed to the hospital, where he lingered between life and death. It
was during this critical period that he uttered his last words, which have become the subject of much
speculation and analysis.

The Last Words of Dutch Schultz

As Dutch Schultz lay dying, he reportedly spoke to the police officer at his bedside. His final words were



said to be:

"I’m not going to die. I’m not going to die."

These words have been interpreted in various ways, reflecting Schultz's personality and outlook on life.
Some believe they reveal his stubbornness and refusal to accept defeat, while others see them as a reflection
of his fear of death and the consequences of his criminal lifestyle.

Interpretations and Speculations

The ambiguity surrounding Schultz's last words has led to a plethora of interpretations:

Denial of Mortality: Some argue that Schultz was in denial about his impending death, illustrating a
gangster's bravado.

Desperation: Others suggest that his words indicate a deep-seated fear and desperation, reflective of a
man who realized his life was coming to an end.

A Final Defiance: Alternatively, these words could signify a final act of defiance against a life that
had ultimately led him to betrayal and violence.

The Legacy of Dutch Schultz

Dutch Schultz's life and death continue to fascinate historians, filmmakers, and writers. His story is
emblematic of the era of organized crime in America and raises questions about morality, power, and the
consequences of a life of crime.

Influence on Popular Culture

The mystique surrounding Schultz has permeated popular culture, inspiring various forms of media,
including:

Movies: Films like "The Cotton Club" and "The Irishman" explore the world of organized crime,
often drawing inspiration from figures like Schultz.



Books: Numerous biographies and historical accounts delve into the life of Dutch Schultz, adding to
the lore surrounding his character.

Documentaries: Various documentaries have sought to unravel the complexities of Schultz's life and
his impact on organized crime.

Conclusion

The last words of Dutch Schultz, "I’m not going to die," encapsulate the defiance and complexity of a man
who navigated the treacherous waters of organized crime. His rise and fall serve as a cautionary tale about
the perils of a life steeped in violence and illegal activities. Even today, Schultz's legacy endures, a
reminder of the dark underbelly of American history and the enigmatic nature of human existence. As we
reflect on his life and the circumstances of his death, we are left with lingering questions about fate,
mortality, and the choices that define us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the last words of Dutch Schultz before he died?
Dutch Schultz's last words were reportedly, 'You can't kill me, I'm not dead yet.'

Why are Dutch Schultz's last words significant in mob history?
His last words are significant as they reflect the bravado and defiance typical of mobsters, highlighting the
violent and unpredictable nature of organized crime during that era.

How did Dutch Schultz's last moments contribute to his legacy?
His last moments, filled with defiance and fearlessness, have contributed to his legacy as a notorious
gangster who embodied the ruthless spirit of the Prohibition era.

What circumstances surrounded the death of Dutch Schultz?
Dutch Schultz was shot in a mob-related hit in a New Jersey diner in 1935, and he died shortly after from
his injuries, making his last words all the more intriguing.



Are there any theories about the meaning behind Dutch Schultz's last
words?
Some theories suggest that his last words reflect a deep-seated paranoia and awareness of his impending
death, while others interpret them as an expression of his unyielding confidence in his own survival.
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