
the leap by louise erdrich answer key
the leap by louise erdrich answer key serves as an essential resource for students, educators,
and literature enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive understanding of Louise Erdrich’s acclaimed short
story, "The Leap." This article provides a detailed exploration of the story’s themes, characters, plot,
and literary devices, ensuring that readers gain clarity and insight into its complex narrative
structure. By offering a well-organized answer key, the content addresses common questions and
interpretations related to the story, enhancing comprehension and facilitating academic discussions.
The article also highlights Erdrich’s unique storytelling style and the significance of the story’s motifs,
making it an invaluable guide for literary analysis and classroom use. The following sections break
down the essential elements of "The Leap," providing a thorough overview for effective study and
review.
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Overview of "The Leap" by Louise Erdrich
"The Leap" is a compelling short story written by Louise Erdrich that explores themes of fate, survival,
and maternal love through a dramatic narrative. Set against the backdrop of a circus performance
and a life-threatening fire, the story follows the protagonist’s mother, a trapeze artist, whose
remarkable past is revealed through the daughter's recollections. This story is notable for its
nonlinear narrative and the interweaving of past and present events, which effectively build suspense
and emotional depth. The leap, both literal and metaphorical, symbolizes crucial turning points in the
characters’ lives, emphasizing the tension between chance and control. Understanding the story’s
context and narrative style is crucial for interpreting its deeper meanings and appreciating Erdrich’s
literary craftsmanship.

Character Analysis
The characters in "The Leap" are intricately developed, each contributing to the story’s emotional
impact and thematic richness. The answer key highlights the protagonist and her mother as central
figures, with a focus on their relationship and individual backstories.



The Mother
The mother is portrayed as a courageous and skilled trapeze artist whose past is marked by survival
and resilience. Her life-threatening leap from a burning building during a tornado not only saves her
but also defines her character’s strength and determination. She embodies themes of sacrifice and
maternal love, and her daring nature is reflected in both her profession and her life choices.

The Protagonist (Daughter)
The daughter serves as the narrator and perspective through which the story unfolds. Her reflections
provide insight into her mother’s character and the significance of the past events. Through her
narration, readers gain an understanding of the complex bond between mother and daughter and the
impact of the mother’s past on their present lives.

Supporting Characters
While secondary characters in the story are fewer, their roles contribute to the overall plot and
thematic development. These characters often serve as contrasts or catalysts for the protagonist and
her mother’s experiences.

Major Themes and Motifs
"The Leap" is rich in themes and motifs that underscore its narrative and emotional depth. The
answer key identifies and explains these key elements to aid in comprehensive understanding.

Survival and Fate
Central to the story is the theme of survival, illustrated by the mother’s daring escape from death
multiple times. The story questions the role of fate and chance in life, suggesting that while some
events are beyond control, human agency plays a crucial role in overcoming adversity.

Maternal Love and Sacrifice
The mother’s devotion to her daughter is a pivotal theme, highlighting the sacrifices made for family
and the protective instincts that drive her actions. This theme is intertwined with the story’s events,
showing how love motivates courage and resilience.

Memory and Storytelling
Memory serves as a narrative device through which the story is told, emphasizing the subjective
nature of recollection and the power of storytelling in shaping identity and understanding. The
protagonist’s narration reflects on past events, blending fact and perception.



Motifs: The Leap and Fire
The motif of the leap symbolizes risk, transition, and pivotal moments in life, while fire represents
destruction and rebirth. Both motifs recur throughout the story, reinforcing its central themes and
emotional intensity.

Plot Summary and Structure
The story’s plot is structured with a nonlinear timeline, alternating between present-day narration and
flashbacks to past events. This structure enhances suspense and allows for a layered exploration of
character and theme.

Exposition
The story begins with the protagonist reflecting on her mother’s past as a trapeze artist and the life-
altering events that shaped her existence.

Rising Action
The narrative builds tension through the recounting of the mother’s near-death experiences, including
her fall from the trapeze and the tornado that leads to the burning house incident.

Climax
The climax occurs when the mother makes a life-saving leap from the burning building, a
metaphorical and literal turning point in the story.

Falling Action and Resolution
The story concludes with the daughter’s reflection on the significance of the leap and the profound
impact of her mother’s actions on their lives.

Literary Devices and Techniques
Louise Erdrich employs various literary devices in "The Leap" to enrich the narrative and convey
complex themes effectively. The answer key identifies these techniques to facilitate deeper literary
analysis.

Symbolism
Symbols such as the leap and fire carry multiple layers of meaning, representing transformation,



danger, and renewal. These symbols help convey the story’s emotional and thematic nuances.

Imagery
Vivid imagery is used to depict the circus, the tornado, and the burning house, creating a dramatic
and immersive atmosphere that enhances the reader’s engagement.

Foreshadowing
Foreshadowing hints at the mother’s past and the impending dangers, building suspense and
preparing the reader for the story’s critical moments.

Nonlinear Narrative
The story’s structure, which shifts between past and present, allows for a complex exploration of
memory and the unfolding of key events in a suspenseful manner.

Common Questions and Answers
This section addresses frequently asked questions about "The Leap," providing clear and concise
answers to support comprehension and academic study.

What is the significance of the title "The Leap"?1.
The title refers both to the mother’s literal leap from the burning house and the metaphorical
leaps of faith taken throughout the story, symbolizing risk, survival, and pivotal life changes.

How does the story explore the theme of fate?2.
The story presents fate as a powerful, yet sometimes unpredictable force, showing how
characters navigate chance events to assert control over their lives.

What role does the mother’s profession as a trapeze artist play in the story?3.
Her profession symbolizes balance, risk, and skill, paralleling the life-or-death leaps she must
make outside the circus, reinforcing themes of courage and survival.

Why is memory important in the narrative?4.
Memory shapes the story’s structure and perspective, highlighting the subjective nature of
experience and the way past events influence present understanding.

What literary techniques enhance the story’s emotional impact?5.



Symbolism, imagery, foreshadowing, and nonlinear narrative techniques all contribute to
creating a rich, emotionally resonant reading experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Leap' by Louise Erdrich?
The main theme of 'The Leap' is the relationship between a mother and daughter, focusing on trust,
sacrifice, and the impact of past experiences on the present.

Who is the narrator in 'The Leap' by Louise Erdrich?
The narrator of 'The Leap' is the daughter of the main character, Anna Avalon, who reflects on her
mother's life and their relationship.

How does Anna Avalon’s past influence the events in 'The
Leap'?
Anna Avalon's past as a trapeze artist and her near-fatal accident shape her cautious approach to life
and parenting, impacting her relationship with her daughter.

What role does the metaphor of the leap play in the story?
The leap symbolizes taking risks, facing fears, and the leaps of faith that characters must make in life
and relationships.

How does Louise Erdrich develop the character of Anna
Avalon in 'The Leap'?
Erdrich develops Anna Avalon through flashbacks of her career as a trapeze artist, her accident, and
her resilience, highlighting her strength and vulnerability.

What is the significance of the storm in 'The Leap'?
The storm represents chaos and danger but also serves as a catalyst for Anna to make a life-saving
leap, demonstrating courage and maternal instinct.

How does 'The Leap' explore the concept of survival?
The story explores survival both physically, through Anna's accident and the storm rescue, and
emotionally, through coping with loss and maintaining family bonds.



What lesson can readers learn from 'The Leap' by Louise
Erdrich?
Readers can learn about the importance of trust, resilience, and the enduring power of love between
a mother and her child.

Additional Resources
1. The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich
This novel is a historical fiction story set in the 19th century and follows the life of an Ojibwe girl
named Omakayas. It explores themes of family, survival, and Native American culture. The book
offers rich insights into the daily life and struggles of the Ojibwe people.

2.


