
the legend of sleepy hollow glenn close

the legend of sleepy hollow glenn close represents a notable chapter in the adaptation history of
Washington Irving’s classic American tale. Glenn Close, an acclaimed actress known for her versatile roles,
contributed to the 1999 film adaptation of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," bringing depth and nuance to
her character. This article explores Glenn Close’s involvement in the project, the film’s production
background, and the impact of her performance on the story’s legacy. Additionally, it examines the original
source material and how the cinematic version differs, highlighting key elements that make this adaptation
unique. For enthusiasts of gothic tales and classic American folklore, understanding the role of Glenn Close
in this film enriches the appreciation of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." The following sections will delve
deeper into the film’s context, Glenn Close’s career at the time, and the critical reception of the movie.
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Overview of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow
"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" is a short story written by Washington Irving, first published in 1820 as
part of his collection titled "The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent." The narrative centers around
Ichabod Crane, a superstitious schoolteacher who encounters the legendary Headless Horseman in the small
village of Sleepy Hollow, New York. The story combines elements of gothic horror, folklore, and early
American culture, creating an enduring myth that has captivated audiences for over two centuries. Its
themes include fear, superstition, and the struggle between rationality and imagination.

Historical and Cultural Significance
The story reflects early 19th-century American society and its fascination with ghost stories and
supernatural folklore. "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" has influenced American pop culture significantly,
inspiring numerous adaptations in film, television, theater, and literature. Its setting, characters, and eerie
atmosphere have become iconic symbols of American gothic storytelling.



Popular Adaptations Before 1999
Before the 1999 film featuring Glenn Close, "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" was adapted into various
formats, including animated versions, television specials, and earlier feature films. Each adaptation brought
its own interpretation to the story, ranging from family-friendly renditions to darker, more suspenseful
versions.

Glenn Close’s Role in the 1999 Adaptation
In the 1999 film adaptation of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," Glenn Close portrayed the character of Dame
Van Tassel, the matriarch of the Van Tassel family. Her role was pivotal in establishing the social dynamics
and tensions within the Sleepy Hollow community. Close’s performance added a layer of sophistication and
gravitas to the character, contributing significantly to the film’s dramatic tone.

Character Analysis: Dame Van Tassel
Dame Van Tassel is the mother of Katrina Van Tassel, the female lead and love interest of Ichabod Crane. In
this adaptation, the character is portrayed as both protective and socially ambitious, influencing the
unfolding events in the village. Glenn Close’s interpretation brought depth to Dame Van Tassel’s
motivations, revealing the complexities behind her actions and relationships.

Glenn Close’s Preparation for the Role
Known for her dedication to authenticity, Glenn Close researched the historical context of the story and the
cultural nuances of the early American setting. Her preparation included studying period-specific
mannerisms and dialects to accurately represent a woman of status in the late 18th or early 19th century.
This attention to detail enhanced the credibility of her portrayal.

Production and Direction of the Film
The 1999 adaptation of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" was directed by Tim Burton, known for his
distinctive gothic visual style and ability to blend horror with dark humor. The film’s production aimed to
capture the eerie atmosphere of the original story while adding cinematic flair suitable for a contemporary
audience.



Director Tim Burton’s Vision
Tim Burton’s direction emphasized a whimsical yet haunting tone, utilizing elaborate set designs and
atmospheric lighting to evoke the mysterious ambiance of Sleepy Hollow. His creative approach brought a
unique aesthetic that distinguished this adaptation from previous versions.

Cast and Crew Highlights
Alongside Glenn Close, the film starred Johnny Depp as Ichabod Crane, Christina Ricci as Katrina Van
Tassel, and Christopher Walken as the Headless Horseman. The ensemble cast contributed to a richly
textured narrative. The production team employed period-accurate costumes, props, and filming locations to
immerse viewers in the historic setting.

Key Production Elements

Filming locations in upstate New York and sound stages

Use of practical effects combined with early CGI technology

Musical score composed to enhance suspense and mood

Costume design reflecting late 18th-century fashion

Comparison Between the Film and Original Story
While the 1999 film retains the core plot of Washington Irving’s tale, it introduces several changes to
enhance dramatic effect and character development. Understanding these differences is essential for
appreciating the adaptation’s creative choices.

Plot and Narrative Differences
The film expands on character backstories and introduces new subplots not present in the original story.
For instance, the romantic elements are more pronounced, and the supernatural aspects are visually
dramatized to increase tension. The Headless Horseman is given a more active and menacing presence, in
line with Tim Burton’s style.



Character Portrayals and Additions
Glenn Close’s Dame Van Tassel is portrayed with greater complexity compared to the more
straightforward character in the original text. Other characters also receive additional depth, contributing to
a richer narrative. The film balances horror with moments of dark humor, a departure from the purely
eerie tone of Irving’s story.

Thematic Emphasis
The film focuses on themes of fear, power, and deception, while also exploring social hierarchies within
Sleepy Hollow. The original story’s ambiguity regarding the supernatural is less pronounced, as the film
opts for a clearer depiction of ghostly phenomena.

Critical Reception and Legacy
The 1999 adaptation of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow" featuring Glenn Close received mixed to positive
reviews from critics and audiences. The film was praised for its visual style, production design, and
performances, particularly Close’s portrayal of Dame Van Tassel. However, some critics noted that the
narrative diverged significantly from the original story’s tone.

Critical Acclaim and Criticism
Glenn Close’s performance was often highlighted as a strong point, with reviewers commending her
ability to convey the character’s social ambitions and maternal protectiveness. The film’s atmospheric
cinematography and Burton’s direction were also well received. Conversely, some felt the film sacrificed
subtlety for spectacle, which altered the story’s original suspense.

Impact on Glenn Close’s Career
This role showcased Glenn Close’s versatility and willingness to engage in genre films, adding to her
impressive body of work. It reinforced her reputation as a distinguished actress capable of elevating
supporting roles through nuanced performances.

Enduring Popularity of the Adaptation
Over time, the 1999 film has become a staple for Halloween viewing and remains a popular interpretation
of "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." Its combination of gothic horror, romance, and dark humor appeals to a
broad audience, solidifying its place in the legacy of American folklore adaptations.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Glenn Close in relation to The Legend of Sleepy Hollow?
Glenn Close is an acclaimed actress known for her role as Dame Van Tassel in the 1980 film adaptation of
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.

Did Glenn Close star in a version of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow?
Yes, Glenn Close starred in the 1980 television film adaptation of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow directed by
Henning Schellerup.

What character did Glenn Close portray in The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow?
Glenn Close portrayed the character Katrina Van Tassel, the daughter of a wealthy farmer and the love
interest of Ichabod Crane.

Is Glenn Close’s performance in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow well-
received?
Glenn Close's performance in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is noted as one of her early roles, contributing
to her rising career, though the film itself received mixed reviews.

When was the version of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow featuring Glenn
Close released?
The version of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow featuring Glenn Close was released in 1980 as a television
film.

How did Glenn Close prepare for her role in The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow?
Specific details about Glenn Close’s preparation for The Legend of Sleepy Hollow are scarce, but as with
many of her roles, she likely researched the character and period to deliver an authentic performance.

Has Glenn Close spoken about her experience working on The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow?
There are limited public interviews or statements from Glenn Close specifically about her experience



working on The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.

Is The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (1980) featuring Glenn Close available
for streaming?
Availability varies, but The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (1980) featuring Glenn Close can occasionally be
found on classic movie streaming platforms or for purchase on DVD.

Did Glenn Close’s role in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow impact her acting
career?
The role in The Legend of Sleepy Hollow was among Glenn Close’s early acting jobs and helped establish
her presence in film and television, leading to more prominent roles later on.

Are there other notable adaptations of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow apart
from the one with Glenn Close?
Yes, there are many adaptations of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, including the 1949 Disney animated
short, the 1999 Tim Burton film, and various television and stage versions.

Additional Resources
1. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving
This classic tale, first published in 1820, is the original story that introduced the character of Ichabod Crane
and the Headless Horseman. Set in the Dutch settlement of Tarry Town, New York, it blends folklore,
romance, and suspense. The eerie atmosphere and supernatural elements have made it a timeless piece of
American literature.

2. Sleepy Hollow: The Official Movie Novelization by Matthew Costello
Based on the 1999 film starring Glenn Close, this novelization expands on the movie’s plot, intertwining
mystery, horror, and historical fiction. It follows Ichabod Crane as he investigates a series of murders in the
town of Sleepy Hollow. Fans of the film will appreciate the additional insights into characters and events.

3. Sleepy Hollow and Other Stories by Washington Irving
This collection includes the original "Legend of Sleepy Hollow" along with other short stories by Irving. It
offers readers a broader look at Irving’s storytelling style and the folklore-inspired tales that influenced
American literature. Glenn Close’s portrayal of Katrina Van Tassel in the movie has brought renewed
interest to these stories.

4. The Headless Horseman: A Tale of Sleepy Hollow by Mayne Reid
This adaptation reimagines the Sleepy Hollow legend with added adventure and action elements. It focuses



on the suspense surrounding the mysterious headless rider and the impact on the local community. The
book appeals to readers who enjoy historical adventure infused with supernatural mystery.

5. Sleepy Hollow: The Graphic Novel adapted by Rick Geary
A visually striking retelling of the classic legend, this graphic novel captures the eerie mood through
detailed illustrations. It presents the story in a format accessible to younger readers and graphic novel
enthusiasts. Glenn Close’s film helped popularize this version among new audiences.

6. Katrina’s Tale: The Untold Story of Sleepy Hollow by Emily Hawthorne
This novel explores the story from the perspective of Katrina Van Tassel, a character brought to life by
Glenn Close in the movie. It delves into her background, motivations, and the events that unfold in Sleepy
Hollow. The book adds depth to the legend by giving voice to one of its central figures.

7. Sleepy Hollow: Secrets of the Horseman by Jonathan Black
A modern sequel to the original legend, this book follows a new generation uncovering the mysteries
behind the Headless Horseman. It combines elements of thriller, supernatural horror, and historical fiction.
Readers who enjoyed the dark tone of the Glenn Close film adaptation will find this continuation
compelling.

8. The Ghosts of Sleepy Hollow by Laura Bennett
This novel blends romance and ghost story as it follows a young woman investigating the haunted past of
Sleepy Hollow. It explores themes of love, loss, and the supernatural, echoing the mood of the original
legend. Glenn Close’s portrayal of a strong female lead inspired similar characters in modern adaptations.

9. Sleepy Hollow: A Cultural History by Richard D. Altick
This non-fiction work examines the impact of the Sleepy Hollow legend on American culture, literature,
and film. It includes analysis of various adaptations, including the 1999 movie starring Glenn Close. The
book provides historical context and explores why the legend continues to captivate audiences.
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