
the lincoln cent
The Lincoln Cent is one of the most iconic coins in American numismatics and has a rich history that
reflects the evolution of American currency. First minted in 1909, the Lincoln cent was introduced to
honor President Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, who is revered for his
leadership during the Civil War and his efforts to abolish slavery. Over the years, the Lincoln cent has
undergone various design changes and has become a significant part of American culture, collecting,
and history. This article delves into the details of the Lincoln cent, its design, variations, production,
and its impact on coin collecting.

History of the Lincoln Cent

Introduction and Design
The Lincoln cent was designed by Victor David Brenner, a notable sculptor who was commissioned to
create the coin's design. The initial design featured a portrait of Abraham Lincoln on the obverse
(front) side, which was a departure from previous coins that depicted various allegorical figures or
symbols. The reverse (back) side of the coin originally depicted a wheat sheaf, symbolizing prosperity
and agriculture, reflecting the importance of farming in American society at the time.

The first Lincoln cents were produced in 1909, coinciding with the 100th anniversary of Lincoln's birth.
The introduction of the coin marked a significant shift in American coinage, as it was the first time a
real person had been depicted on a circulating coin in the United States.

Design Changes Over the Years
The Lincoln cent has undergone several design changes since its inception. The primary design
variations include:

1. Wheat Reverse (1909-1958): The original design featured two stalks of wheat on the reverse side,
which became known as the "Wheat Penny."
2. Lincoln Memorial Reverse (1959-2008): In 1959, to commemorate the 150th anniversary of
Lincoln’s birth, the reverse was changed to depict the Lincoln Memorial, designed by Frank Gasparro.
3. Union Shield Reverse (2010-present): The current design features the Union Shield, symbolizing the
preservation of the Union that Lincoln fought for, along with the words "One Cent."

Production and Minting

Minting Process
The Lincoln cent is produced by the United States Mint, which is responsible for the design,
manufacture, and distribution of U.S. coinage. The minting process for Lincoln cents involves several



steps:

1. Design Approval: The design is proposed and must be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury.
2. Die Creation: Engraved dies are created based on the approved design.
3. Coin Striking: Blanks or planchets are fed into a coin press, which strikes the design onto both
sides.
4. Quality Control: Coins are inspected for defects and quality before being distributed.

The Lincoln cent is typically made from a combination of copper and zinc. In 1982, the composition
changed from 95% copper to 97.5% zinc, with a thin copper plating, primarily due to rising copper
prices.

Mint Locations
Lincoln cents are minted at several locations across the United States, including:

- Philadelphia Mint
- Denver Mint
- San Francisco Mint (for proof and special edition coins)

Each mint has its own distinct mark, which can be found on the reverse of the coin, indicating where it
was produced.

Collecting Lincoln Cents

Popular Variations and Rarities
The Lincoln cent is a favorite among coin collectors due to its rich history and the variety of designs
and minting years. Some of the most sought-after variations include:

1. 1909-S V.D.B.: This coin, minted in San Francisco and bearing the designer's initials, is one of the
rarest and most valuable Lincoln cents, often fetching thousands of dollars at auction.
2. 1922 No D: A rare coin with a missing mint mark, it is a result of a minting error and is highly
valued by collectors.
3. 1955 Double Die: This coin features a noticeable doubling of the inscriptions on the obverse side,
making it a highly prized item among collectors.

Tips for Collecting Lincoln Cents
If you’re interested in starting a collection of Lincoln cents, consider these tips:

- Start with Circulating Coins: Begin by collecting coins from circulation to get a feel for the hobby.
- Learn About Grades: Familiarize yourself with coin grading, as the condition of a coin significantly
affects its value.
- Join a Community: Engage with local coin clubs or online forums to gain knowledge and share
experiences with other collectors.



- Invest in Proper Storage: Use coin holders or albums to protect your collection from damage.

The Cultural Impact of the Lincoln Cent

Symbolism and Significance
The Lincoln cent transcends mere currency; it symbolizes American values such as freedom, unity,
and perseverance. The coin serves as a daily reminder of Lincoln's legacy and the principles he stood
for. Educational institutions often use the coin in teaching history and economics, making it an
important part of American culture.

Modern-Day Relevance
Today, the Lincoln cent continues to be relevant, even as discussions about the future of coinage
occur. While some advocate for discontinuing the penny due to its low purchasing power, many
Americans still cherish it for its historical significance. The Lincoln cent also plays a role in charitable
donations; many people collect pennies to contribute to causes, demonstrating its ongoing impact on
society.

Conclusion
The Lincoln cent remains one of the most beloved and enduring coins in American history. From its
inception in 1909 to the present day, it has not only represented currency but also a tribute to one of
the nation's greatest leaders. With its variety of designs, minting history, and cultural significance, the
Lincoln cent continues to captivate numismatists and the general public alike. Whether you are a
seasoned collector or a novice, the Lincoln cent is a gateway to understanding the rich tapestry of
American history and the evolution of its coinage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Lincoln cent and when was it first minted?
The Lincoln cent is a one-cent coin featuring President Abraham Lincoln, first minted in 1909 to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of his birth.

What are the primary design features of the Lincoln cent?
The Lincoln cent features a portrait of Abraham Lincoln on the obverse and a depiction of the Lincoln
Memorial on the reverse, which was used from 1959 until 2008.

How has the design of the Lincoln cent changed over the



years?
The Lincoln cent has undergone several design changes, including the introduction of the Lincoln
Memorial reverse in 1959 and the Union Shield reverse in 2010.

What materials were used to make the Lincoln cent
throughout its history?
Initially made of 95% copper and 5% tin and zinc, the Lincoln cent was switched to a zinc-coated steel
composition during World War II, and since 1982 it has been primarily made of 97.5% zinc and 2.5%
copper.

Why was the Lincoln cent designed with the portrait of
Abraham Lincoln?
The Lincoln cent was designed to honor President Abraham Lincoln, who is regarded as one of
America's greatest presidents, especially for his role in preserving the Union during the Civil War.

What is the significance of the wheat design on the Lincoln
cent?
The wheat design, used from 1909 to 1958, features two stalks of wheat on the reverse side,
symbolizing the agricultural strength of the United States.

What is the value of a Lincoln cent today?
The value of a Lincoln cent varies based on its condition, rarity, and demand; while most circulate at
face value, rare and high-grade examples can be worth significantly more.

Are there any notable errors or varieties of the Lincoln cent?
Yes, notable errors include the 1943 copper Lincoln cent and the 1955 doubled die cent, both of which
can be worth thousands of dollars to collectors.

What is the public's opinion on the future of the Lincoln cent?
Opinions vary; some believe the Lincoln cent should be discontinued due to its low purchasing power,
while others argue it holds historical significance.

How can collectors and enthusiasts learn more about the
Lincoln cent?
Collectors can learn more about the Lincoln cent through numismatic books, online forums, coin
shows, and resources from organizations like the American Numismatic Association.
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