
the literature review six steps to success 2nd
edition
The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success, 2nd Edition is a comprehensive guide that provides
researchers and academics with a structured approach to conducting literature reviews. As a critical
component of academic research, literature reviews help to synthesize existing knowledge, identify
gaps, and establish the context for new research. This article delves into the essential components of
this guide, highlighting key strategies and best practices drawn from the second edition.

Understanding the Importance of Literature Reviews

Before exploring the six steps outlined in the book, it's vital to understand why literature reviews hold
significance in research. A literature review serves multiple purposes, including:

- Identifying Gaps: It helps researchers pinpoint gaps in existing studies that their research can
address.
- Establishing Context: A well-structured review provides context for the research question, framing it
within the existing body of knowledge.
- Avoiding Duplication: By reviewing previous studies, researchers can avoid duplicating efforts and
build upon existing findings.
- Enhancing Credibility: A thorough literature review enhances the credibility of the research by
demonstrating a comprehensive understanding of the field.

The Six Steps to Success

In the Literature Review: Six Steps to Success, 2nd Edition, the authors present a systematic
approach to conducting literature reviews. Each step guides researchers through the process,
ensuring thoroughness and clarity.

Step 1: Define Your Research Problem

The first step in conducting a literature review is to clearly define the research problem or question.
This involves:

1. Identifying the Topic: Choose a topic of interest that is relevant to your field.
2. Narrowing the Focus: Refine the topic to make it manageable. Consider specific aspects or
variables.
3. Formulating Research Questions: Develop specific questions that your literature review will
address.

By thoroughly defining the research problem, you set the stage for a focused literature review.



Step 2: Conduct a Comprehensive Literature Search

The second step emphasizes the importance of conducting a comprehensive literature search. This
ensures that you gather all relevant information. Key aspects include:

- Selecting Databases: Utilize academic databases such as JSTOR, PubMed, Google Scholar, and
others specific to your field.
- Using Keywords: Develop a list of keywords and phrases related to your topic to aid in your search.
- Incorporating Different Sources: Include books, journal articles, theses, conference papers, and grey
literature to ensure a well-rounded perspective.

Tips for an Effective Search:
- Use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) to refine searches.
- Keep track of search results and relevant citations for future reference.

Step 3: Review and Analyze the Literature

Once the literature has been gathered, the next step is to review and analyze the findings. This is
where critical thinking plays a crucial role. Consider the following:

- Summarizing Key Findings: Make notes of the main arguments, methodologies, and findings of each
source.
- Identifying Themes: Look for recurring themes or concepts across different studies.
- Evaluating Quality: Assess the credibility and reliability of each source. Consider the author's
qualifications and the publication's reputation.

Creating a literature matrix can be an effective way to organize this information, allowing for easy
comparison of different studies.

Step 4: Organize the Literature Review Structure

The fourth step involves organizing the literature review into a coherent structure. A well-structured
review enhances readability and comprehension. Common structures include:

- Chronological: Presenting studies in the order they were published.
- Thematic: Grouping studies based on common themes or topics.
- Methodological: Organizing by the methodologies used in the research.

Regardless of the chosen structure, it is essential to create a logical flow that guides the reader
through the review.

Step 5: Write the Literature Review

With a clear structure in place, the next step is to write the literature review. This is where you
synthesize the information collected into a cohesive narrative. Key components to include are:



- Introduction: Briefly introduce the topic, the significance of the literature review, and the research
questions.
- Body: Discuss the findings from the literature, highlighting key themes, debates, and gaps. Use
subheadings to organize this section effectively.
- Conclusion: Summarize the main findings, reiterate the importance of the literature review, and
suggest areas for future research.

Tips for Effective Writing:
- Use clear and concise language.
- Avoid jargon unless necessary, and always define terms that may be unfamiliar to your audience.
- Ensure that citations are formatted correctly according to the required style guide (APA, MLA,
Chicago, etc.).

Step 6: Revise and Edit

The final step is crucial for producing a polished literature review. Revising and editing should involve:

- Content Review: Check for completeness and accuracy of information. Ensure that all relevant
studies are included.
- Structural Review: Ensure that the organization of the review is logical and that transitions between
sections are smooth.
- Proofreading: Look for grammatical errors, typos, and formatting issues.

Engaging peers or mentors for feedback can provide valuable insights and help improve the quality of
the review.

Best Practices for Literature Reviews

In addition to the six steps outlined above, certain best practices can enhance the effectiveness of
your literature review:

- Stay Current: Regularly update your literature review with the latest research to keep it relevant.
- Use Reference Management Tools: Tools like EndNote, Mendeley, or Zotero can help manage
citations and streamline the writing process.
- Be Critical: Always critically assess the literature rather than simply summarizing it. Engage with the
material and provide your insights.
- Seek Guidance: Don’t hesitate to seek feedback from colleagues or supervisors throughout the
process.

Conclusion

In summary, The Literature Review: Six Steps to Success, 2nd Edition serves as a vital resource for
anyone engaged in academic research. By following the outlined steps—defining the research
problem, conducting a comprehensive search, analyzing the literature, organizing the review, writing
effectively, and revising thoroughly—researchers can produce high-quality literature reviews that



contribute meaningfully to their fields. By implementing best practices and leveraging the guidance
provided in this essential text, researchers can navigate the complexities of literature reviews with
confidence and clarity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the six steps outlined in 'The Literature Review: Six
Steps to Success, 2nd Edition'?
The six steps are: 1) Define your research question, 2) Conduct a comprehensive literature search, 3)
Review the literature, 4) Analyze and synthesize the findings, 5) Write the literature review, and 6)
Revise and edit the review.

How does the second edition of 'The Literature Review' differ
from the first edition?
The second edition includes updated examples, new research methodologies, and enhanced
discussions on digital tools for literature reviews, reflecting the latest trends and practices in
academic research.

Who is the target audience for 'The Literature Review: Six
Steps to Success'?
The book is primarily aimed at graduate students, researchers, and academics who are embarking on
literature reviews for theses, dissertations, or scholarly articles.

What is the importance of defining a research question in the
literature review process?
Defining a clear research question is crucial as it guides the entire literature review process, helping
to narrow down the search and focus on relevant studies that address the specific inquiry.

Can the strategies from 'The Literature Review: Six Steps to
Success' be applied to other types of research?
Yes, the strategies and steps outlined in the book can be applied to various types of research beyond
literature reviews, including systematic reviews and meta-analyses.

What tips does the book provide for synthesizing literature
effectively?
The book suggests organizing findings thematically, comparing and contrasting different studies, and
identifying gaps in the literature to create a cohesive narrative.



How does the book suggest revising and editing the literature
review?
The book emphasizes the importance of seeking feedback from peers, checking for coherence and
clarity, and ensuring adherence to citation styles and academic standards during the revision process.
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