the littlest angel by charles tazewell

The Littlest Angel by Charles Tazewell is a beloved children's story that has
captured the hearts of readers for generations. First published in 1946, this
enchanting tale follows the journey of a young angel who is new to Heaven and
struggles to find his place among the other celestial beings. Tazewell's
poignant narrative, combined with stunning illustrations, creates a timeless
message about love, acceptance, and the innocence of childhood. This article
delves into the themes, character development, and the impact of "The
Littlest Angel," making it a cherished read for both children and adults
alike.

Overview of The Littlest Angel

Originally written as a poem, "The Littlest Angel" was later adapted into a
storybook format that allowed for beautiful illustrations and deeper
exploration of its themes. The story revolves around a young angel who feels
out of place in Heaven, longing for the simple joys of his earthly life.

Plot Summary

The narrative follows the Littlest Angel, characterized by his youthful
innocence and curiosity. Some key points in the story include:

1. His Arrival in Heaven: The Littlest Angel is excited yet overwhelmed as he
tries to adjust to his surroundings.

2. Feeling Out of Place: Unlike the other angels, who are adorned with
magnificent wings and halos, the Littlest Angel feels inadequate and yearns
for the earthly possessions he left behind.

3. The Gift for the Christ Child: In a moving climax, the Littlest Angel
offers his most cherished possession as a gift for the newborn Jesus,
demonstrating that true value lies not in material items but in love and
sacrifice.

Key Characters

The characters in "The Littlest Angel" are integral to the story's emotional
depth. Here are the main characters:

- The Littlest Angel: The protagonist, a young and innocent angel who learns
about love and sacrifice throughout his journey.

- The Other Angels: Representing the different virtues and qualities of
Heaven, they initially appear to be judgmental but ultimately show
understanding and compassion.



- God: The divine figure who watches over the Littlest Angel, guiding him
towards understanding his worth.

Themes in The Littlest Angel

"The Littlest Angel" is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all
ages. Here are some of the prominent themes explored in the story:

Acceptance and Belonging

One of the central themes is the quest for acceptance. The Littlest Angel's
journey symbolizes the universal desire to fit in and be valued, highlighting
that everyone has a unique place in the world, regardless of their
differences.

The Value of Sacrifice

Sacrifice is another key theme, particularly illustrated through the Littlest
Angel's decision to offer his beloved box of earthly treasures. This act
teaches readers that love often requires giving up something dear for the
sake of others.

Innocence and Purity

The story embodies the innocence of childhood. The Littlest Angel's
perspective reflects the purity of a child’s heart, inviting readers to
appreciate the beauty in simplicity and the importance of nurturing that
innocence.

The Impact of The Littlest Angel

Since its publication, "The Littlest Angel" has had a lasting impact on both
children and adults. Here are several reasons why this story continues to be
cherished:

Timeless Lessons

The lessons embedded in Tazewell'’s narrative are timeless. The themes of
love, acceptance, and the importance of authenticity resonate with readers



across generations.

IlTlustrations and Adaptations

The book has been illustrated by various artists over the years, each adding
their unique touch to the story. Additionally, "The Littlest Angel" has
inspired adaptations in various forms, including animated films and stage
productions, broadening its reach and influence.

Cultural Significance

“The Littlest Angel" is often read during the Christmas season, becoming a
staple in many families' holiday traditions. Its messages about the birth of
Jesus and the spirit of giving align perfectly with the themes of the
holiday, making it a cherished read during this time.

How to Share The Littlest Angel with Children

Sharing "The Littlest Angel" with children can be a delightful experience.
Here are some ways to enhance the reading experience:

Reading Aloud

- Gather family members for a cozy reading session.
- Encourage children to engage with the story by asking questions about the
Littlest Angel’s feelings and actions.

Discussion Topics

- Discuss the themes of acceptance and sacrifice. Ask children what they
think it means to give something special to someone else.

- Explore the idea of feeling different or out of place and how that can
affect one’s emotions.

Creative Activities

- Encourage children to draw their interpretation of the Littlest Angel and
his treasures.
- Create a "treasure box" activity where children can fill a box with items



that represent their love for family and friends.

Conclusion

The Littlest Angel by Charles Tazewell is more than just a children's story;
it is a heartfelt narrative that imparts valuable life lessons through the
innocent eyes of a young angel. Its themes of love, sacrifice, and the
importance of belonging continue to resonate with readers today. Whether
shared as a bedtime story or read aloud during family gatherings, this
timeless tale will undoubtedly leave a lasting impression on the hearts of
all who encounter it. As we reflect on the journey of the Littlest Angel, we
are reminded that everyone has a special place in the world, and the greatest
treasures often lie within our hearts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Littlest Angel' by
Charles Tazewell?

The main theme of 'The Littlest Angel' is the importance of innocence, love,
and the true spirit of giving, especially during the Christmas season.

Who is the central character in 'The Littlest
Angel'?

The central character is a young angel named the Littlest Angel, who
struggles to fit in among the other angels in Heaven.

What does the Littlest Angel gift to the Christ
Child?

The Littlest Angel gifts a simple wooden box containing his most cherished
possessions, symbolizing the purity of his heart and the significance of
personal gifts.

How does the story of 'The Littlest Angel' reflect
Christmas traditions?

'The Littlest Angel' reflects Christmas traditions through its emphasis on
gift-giving, the birth of Jesus, and the celebration of love and kindness.



What is the emotional impact of 'The Littlest Angel’
on readers?

The emotional impact of 'The Littlest Angel' is profound, evoking feelings of
nostalgia, compassion, and a deeper understanding of selflessness and love.

How has 'The Littlest Angel' been received since its
publication?

‘The Littlest Angel' has been warmly received, becoming a beloved classic for
children and families, often read during the Christmas season.

What age group is 'The Littlest Angel' suitable for?

'The Littlest Angel' is suitable for children, typically recommended for ages
4 to 8, but enjoyed by readers of all ages.

Are there any adaptations of 'The Littlest Angel'?

Yes, 'The Littlest Angel' has been adapted into various formats, including
animated films, stage plays, and audio recordings, enhancing its reach and
impact.
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