
the lord bless you and keep you sheet music

The Lord Bless You and Keep You sheet music is a cherished piece of choral repertoire that has
transcended generations, often serving as a source of comfort, inspiration, and hope. This benediction,
originally derived from the Book of Numbers in the Old Testament, has been set to music by various
composers, the most notable being John Rutter, whose arrangement has become a staple in both church
services and concert performances. This article explores the historical context, musical structure, and
significance of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," as well as practical considerations for musicians seeking
to perform this beautiful piece.

Historical Context

Origins of the Text
The text of "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" is rooted in the biblical blessing found in Numbers 6:24-26.
This passage is often referred to as the Priestly Blessing or Aaronic Blessing and reads:

- "The Lord bless you and keep you;
- The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
- The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace."

This ancient blessing reflects a deep spiritual significance, evoking themes of protection, grace, and peace,
which resonate with individuals and communities alike.

Development of Musical Settings
Over the years, many composers have set the text to music, but John Rutter's 1981 composition is perhaps
the most popular. Rutter's setting is characterized by its lyrical melodies, rich harmonies, and the
incorporation of choral textures that enhance the emotional weight of the text.

Musical Structure

Overview of Rutter's Composition
Rutter's arrangement is typically scored for a four-part choir (SATB), accompanied by organ or piano. The
piece is structured in a way that allows for both solo and choral voices to shine, creating an intimate yet



grand atmosphere.

- Key Signature: The piece is often set in the key of E-flat major, which provides a warm and uplifting
tonality.
- Time Signature: It is generally written in 4/4 time, allowing for a steady and flowing rhythm that
complements the text's message.

Musical Themes and Motifs
Rutter’s setting employs several notable musical techniques:

1. Melodic Contour: The melody rises and falls in a manner that mirrors the uplifting nature of the text.
The phrase "The Lord bless you and keep you" typically features a gentle ascent, symbolizing the act of
blessing.

2. Harmonic Progression: Rutter uses rich harmonies to evoke a sense of warmth and reassurance. The use
of major chords and suspensions contributes to the overall feeling of peace and joy.

3. Dynamics and Articulation: The dynamics in the piece vary from soft, contemplative passages to
powerful, climactic moments, mirroring the emotional journey conveyed through the words.

Performance Considerations

Choosing the Right Ensemble
When performing "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," the choice of ensemble can greatly influence the
interpretation of the piece. Here are some considerations:

- Choral Size: While Rutter's work is often performed by larger choirs, smaller ensembles can also bring an
intimate quality to the performance.
- Vocal Quality: Ensure that the choir has a blend of voices capable of achieving the desired richness and
fullness in sound.

Rehearsal Strategies
Effective rehearsals are crucial for a moving performance. Here are some strategies:

1. Sectional Rehearsals: Break the choir into sections (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) to focus on harmonies and
blend within each group.



2. Slow Practice: Begin rehearsals at a slower tempo to ensure accuracy in pitch and rhythm before
gradually increasing to performance tempo.

3. Expressive Markings: Pay attention to dynamics, phrasing, and articulation markings within the score to
convey the emotional depth of the text.

Accompaniment Options
While the piece is traditionally accompanied by organ or piano, other instrumentation can be considered:

- String Quartet: Adding strings can enhance the piece's emotional quality, providing a lush background to
the choral voices.
- Brass Ensemble: For a more celebratory version, a brass accompaniment may be used to highlight the
grandeur of the blessing.

Significance in Worship and Concert Settings

Role in Worship Services
"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" serves as a powerful benediction in various worship settings. Its
themes of blessing and peace resonate with congregations, making it an ideal closing piece for services. It is
often sung during:

- Weddings
- Funerals
- Ordinations
- Special occasions

Concert Performances
In concert settings, this piece can be included in choral programs to evoke a sense of unity and reflection.
Its popularity among choirs around the world speaks to its universal message, making it a favorite for both
community and professional ensembles.

Obtaining the Sheet Music



Where to Find Sheet Music
For those interested in performing "The Lord Bless You and Keep You," the sheet music is widely
available through various publishers. Here are a few options:

- Choral Music Publishers: Major publishers such as Oxford University Press and Hal Leonard typically
carry Rutter’s arrangement.
- Online Music Stores: Websites like Sheet Music Plus and JW Pepper offer downloadable and physical
copies of the score.
- Library Resources: Many public and university libraries have extensive collections of choral music where
you can borrow the sheet music.

Cost Considerations
When purchasing sheet music, costs can vary based on format and publisher. Consider the following:

- Physical Copies: Generally range from $3 to $10 per copy.
- Digital Downloads: Usually priced similarly but may offer additional convenience or discounts for bulk
purchases.

Conclusion
In conclusion, The Lord Bless You and Keep You sheet music is more than just a collection of notes and
rhythms; it is a profound expression of blessing and hope that has touched the hearts of many. John Rutter's
masterful arrangement has allowed this biblical text to resonate with contemporary audiences, making it a
timeless piece in both worship and concert settings. Whether you are a musician preparing for a
performance or a listener seeking comfort in its melodic embrace, this piece serves as a reminder of the
enduring power of music to uplift and inspire. As you delve into its rich harmonies and poignant message,
may you find a sense of peace and blessing in its beautiful melody.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' in choral
music?
The piece is a popular benediction composed by John Rutter, often performed in church services and
weddings due to its uplifting message and beautiful harmonies.



Where can I find sheet music for 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You'?
Sheet music can be found at music publishers' websites, online retailers like Amazon, or in local music
stores. It is also available for download on various sheet music platforms.

Is 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' suitable for beginner choirs?
Yes, the piece is accessible for beginner choirs, as it features simple vocal lines and a clear structure, making
it a great choice for developing musicians.

What instruments are commonly used to accompany 'The Lord Bless You
and Keep You'?
Typically, it is accompanied by piano or organ, but arrangements for ensembles, orchestras, or other
instruments are also available.

Are there different arrangements of 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You'
available?
Yes, there are various arrangements for different ensembles, including SATB choir, treble choir, and even
instrumental versions, allowing for versatility in performance.

Can 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You' be performed at non-religious
events?
Absolutely! The piece's themes of blessing and goodwill make it suitable for a variety of occasions, including
graduations, celebrations, and community events.

What are some tips for performing 'The Lord Bless You and Keep You'
effectively?
Singers should focus on conveying the emotional depth of the text, maintain good blend within the choir,
and pay attention to dynamic contrasts to enhance the overall performance.
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