
the lost colony of roanoke worksheet answers

The lost colony of Roanoke worksheet answers can provide invaluable insights into one of America's

oldest mysteries: the disappearance of the Roanoke Colony in the late 16th century. This colony,

established by English settlers on Roanoke Island, North Carolina, has puzzled historians and

enthusiasts alike for centuries. Understanding the events surrounding the colony's fate is crucial for

students studying early American history, and worksheets can be an effective tool for both learning

and teaching. In this article, we will explore the history of the Roanoke Colony, theories about its

disappearance, and tips for answering common worksheet questions related to this intriguing topic.

Historical Background of the Roanoke Colony

The Roanoke Colony was the first attempted permanent English settlement in the Americas.

Sponsored by Sir Walter Raleigh, the colony was established in 1585, but it faced numerous

challenges from the start.

Key Events Leading to the Colony's Establishment

1. Initial Exploration: In 1584, Raleigh sent an expedition led by Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlowe to

explore the coast of North America. They returned with glowing reports of the region's resources and

potential for settlement.

2. First Settlement: The first group of settlers arrived in 1585, consisting of around 108 men, led by

Ralph Lane. They faced difficulties, including a lack of supplies and tensions with local Indigenous

tribes.

3. The Return of John White: In 1587, a second group of settlers, including women and children, was



sent to establish a permanent colony. John White was appointed governor of this new settlement.

Disappearance of the Colony

John White returned to England for supplies, but due to the outbreak of the Anglo-Spanish War, he

was unable to return to Roanoke until 1590. Upon his arrival, he found the settlement deserted, with

no sign of the colonists except for the word "CROATOAN" carved into a tree.

Theories Regarding the Fate of the Roanoke Colonists

The mystery of the lost colony has spawned numerous theories over the years. Here are some of the

most prominent:

Integration with Indigenous Tribes: One popular theory is that the colonists assimilated with local

Native American tribes, particularly the Croatoan tribe, after facing hardships.

Destruction by Spanish Forces: Some historians speculate that the colonists may have been

attacked or displaced by the Spanish, who were hostile to English settlements in the region.

Starvation or Disease: The settlers could have succumbed to starvation or disease due to the

lack of supplies and harsh living conditions.

Relocation Attempt: Another possibility is that the colonists attempted to relocate to a more

hospitable area, but their fate remains unknown.



Worksheet Questions and Answers

When studying the lost colony of Roanoke, students may encounter various worksheet questions. Here

are some common types of questions and suggested answers:

1. What were the primary reasons for the establishment of the

Roanoke Colony?

The primary reasons for establishing the Roanoke Colony included:

- Economic opportunities, such as the potential for trade and resources.

- The desire for expansion of English territory.

- The hope of finding a northwest passage to Asia for trade.

2. What led to the disappearance of the Roanoke Colony?

The disappearance of the Roanoke Colony is attributed to several factors, including:

- The lack of supplies and support from England.

- Possible conflict with Indigenous tribes.

- The challenges of survival in a new and unfamiliar environment.

3. What does the word "CROATOAN" signify?

The word "CROATOAN" is believed to refer to a nearby island and the Native American tribe living

there. Its carving suggests that the colonists may have moved to the island or integrated with the tribe.



4. Why is the Roanoke Colony often referred to as "The Lost Colony"?

The Roanoke Colony is referred to as "The Lost Colony" due to the mysterious circumstances

surrounding the disappearance of its settlers. The lack of definitive evidence regarding their fate has

kept the story alive in American folklore and history.

Teaching Strategies for the Lost Colony of Roanoke

To enhance understanding of the Roanoke Colony, educators can employ various teaching strategies:

Interactive Timeline Creation: Have students create a timeline of key events related to the

Roanoke Colony. This visual representation can help them understand the chronology and

significance of each event.

Group Discussions: Facilitate group discussions about the various theories surrounding the

colony's disappearance. This encourages critical thinking and engagement with the material.

Creative Writing Assignments: Assign students to write a diary entry from the perspective of a

Roanoke colonist, reflecting their thoughts and experiences. This can help personalize the

historical narrative.

Field Trips or Virtual Tours: If possible, organize a field trip to Roanoke Island or incorporate

virtual tours of historical sites related to the colony. This real-world connection can enhance

learning.



Conclusion

The lost colony of Roanoke worksheet answers serve not only as a means of evaluating students’

understanding of this historical mystery but also as a gateway to deeper discussions about early

American history. By exploring the colony's establishment, its tragic fate, and the theories surrounding

it, students can engage with the past in meaningful ways. As we continue to seek answers to the

mystery of Roanoke, the story remains a testament to human resilience and the complexities of

colonization in the New World. Through worksheets, discussions, and creative activities, educators can

inspire a lasting interest in history and the lessons it has to offer.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Lost Colony of Roanoke?

The Lost Colony of Roanoke was an attempt by English settlers to establish a permanent colony in

North America in the late 16th century, specifically on Roanoke Island, which is located in present-day

North Carolina.

What happened to the colonists of Roanoke?

The fate of the colonists remains a mystery; when John White returned to the colony in 1590 after a

supply trip, he found it abandoned with no sign of the settlers, leading to theories about their

disappearance.

What was the significance of the word 'Croatoan' found carved into a

tree?

The word 'Croatoan' was carved into a tree at the site of the abandoned colony, suggesting that the

settlers may have relocated to Croatoan Island or had contact with the local Croatoan tribe.



Who was John White, and what role did he play in the Roanoke

Colony?

John White was the governor of the Roanoke Colony and played a crucial role in its establishment. He

returned to England for supplies and upon his return, found the colony deserted.

What led to the establishment of the Roanoke Colony?

The Roanoke Colony was established as part of England's efforts to expand its territory in the New

World, driven by economic interests and the desire to compete with Spain and France.

What theories exist about the disappearance of the Roanoke

colonists?

Several theories exist regarding the disappearance of the Roanoke colonists, including assimilation

with local Native American tribes, death from starvation or disease, or relocation to a different area.

How does the mystery of Roanoke contribute to American history?

The mystery of Roanoke has become a symbol of the challenges faced by early settlers in America

and highlights the complexities of colonial relations with Native Americans, stirring curiosity and

research in American history.
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