the maine scenic route

The Maine Scenic Route is a breathtaking journey that invites travelers to explore the
natural beauty, rich history, and charming communities of the Pine Tree State. Known for
its stunning landscapes, picturesque coastlines, and vibrant autumn foliage, Maine offers a
diverse range of scenic routes that are perfect for road trips, leisurely drives, or weekend
getaways. This article will guide you through the best scenic routes in Maine, highlighting
key attractions, tips for travelers, and the unique experiences that await you along the way.

Overview of Maine's Scenic Routes

Maine is home to a variety of scenic routes that showcase its diverse geography, from
coastal highways to inland byways. Each route offers its own unique sights and
experiences, making it essential for visitors to select the ones that best suit their interests.
Here are some of the most renowned scenic routes in Maine:

e Maine's Coastal Route 1

e The Rangeley Lakes Scenic Byway

e The Acadia All American Road

e The Moosehead Lake Scenic Byway

e The Kennebec River Scenic Byway

Maine's Coastal Route 1

One of the most famous scenic routes in Maine is Coastal Route 1, which stretches from
Kittery in the south to Houlton in the north. This route offers stunning views of the Atlantic
Ocean, sandy beaches, rugged cliffs, and charming coastal towns.

Highlights Along Coastal Route 1

1. Portland: Maine’s largest city is famous for its historic Old Port district, lighthouses, and
delicious seafood. Don’t miss a trip to the Portland Head Light, one of the most
photographed lighthouses in the United States.

2. Cape Elizabeth: This picturesque coastal town is home to stunning beaches and scenic
parks, including Fort Williams Park, where you can explore trails and enjoy views of the
ocean.



3. Camden: Known for its picturesque harbor and charming downtown, Camden offers
opportunities for hiking, boating, and enjoying local cuisine.

4. Bar Harbor: As the gateway to Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor provides access to
breathtaking landscapes, hiking trails, and the iconic Cadillac Mountain.

5. Boothbay Harbor: This charming village is known for its beautiful harbor, whale watching
tours, and botanical gardens.

The Rangeley Lakes Scenic Byway

The Rangeley Lakes Scenic Byway is a 35-mile route that takes you through the western
mountains of Maine, showcasing beautiful lakes, mountains, and forested landscapes. It's a
perfect destination for those looking to experience the tranquility of nature.

Key Attractions Along the Rangeley Lakes Scenic Byway

- Rangeley Lake: This stunning lake is perfect for boating, fishing, and swimming. There are
several public access points and parks where visitors can enjoy the water.

- Mooselookmeguntic Lake: Known for its pristine waters and scenic surroundings, this lake
is ideal for kayaking and paddleboarding.

- Height of Land: An overlook that provides panoramic views of the surrounding mountains
and lakes, making it a popular spot for photography.

- Rangeley Lakes Historical Society: This local museum offers insight into the area's history
and culture, making it a great stop for history buffs.

The Acadia All American Road

Designated as an All-American Road, Acadia is a must-visit destination for those traveling in
Maine. The park itself is known for its rugged coastline, mountains, and diverse
ecosystems.

Driving the Acadia All American Road

- Park Loop Road: This scenic drive takes you through the heart of Acadia National Park,
offering access to numerous viewpoints, hiking trails, and picnic areas.

- Cadillac Mountain: As the highest peak on the East Coast, Cadillac Mountain offers
breathtaking sunrise views and hiking opportunities.



- Sand Beach: A beautiful sandy beach surrounded by mountains, perfect for sunbathing,
swimming, or simply enjoying the scenery.

- Thunder Hole: A natural rock formation that creates a thunderous sound as waves crash
into it, providing a unique coastal experience.

The Moosehead Lake Scenic Byway

The Moosehead Lake Scenic Byway offers a glimpse into the natural beauty of the largest
lake in Maine. This route provides access to outdoor activities such as hiking, fishing, and
wildlife watching.

Must-See Stops Along the Moosehead Lake Scenic
Byway

1. Moosehead Lake: Enjoy boating, fishing, or simply relaxing by the water. The lake is
known for its stunning views and wildlife, including moose.

2. Katahdin Iron Works State Park: This historic site offers hiking trails, waterfalls, and
remnants of the area's logging history.

3. Greenville: A charming town on the shores of Moosehead Lake, Greenville is the gateway
to outdoor adventures, including snowmobiling, hiking, and fishing.

The Kennebec River Scenic Byway

The Kennebec River Scenic Byway takes you through the heart of central Maine, following
the Kennebec River and showcasing the region's history and natural beauty.

Highlights of the Kennebec River Scenic Byway

- Waterville: A charming town with a rich history and a vibrant arts scene. Visit the Colby
College Museum of Art for a dose of culture.

- Skowhegan: Known for its historic downtown and the famous Skowhegan Fair, this town
offers a glimpse into Maine’s agricultural heritage.

- Augusta: The state capital, where visitors can explore the Maine State House and the
surrounding historic district.



Tips for Traveling the Maine Scenic Route

To make the most of your journey along Maine’s scenic routes, consider the following tips:

1. Plan Your Stops: Research key attractions and plan your stops in advance to ensure
you don’t miss any highlights.

2. Check the Weather: Maine’s weather can change quickly, so check forecasts to
ensure a safe and enjoyable trip.

3. Visit During Off-Peak Times: To avoid crowds, consider traveling during the
shoulder seasons of late spring or early fall.

4. Pack Essentials: Bring snacks, water, and a camera to capture the breathtaking
landscapes along the way.

5. Respect Nature: Follow Leave No Trace principles to preserve Maine’s natural
beauty for future generations.

Conclusion

The Maine Scenic Route is more than just a drive; it's an opportunity to immerse yourself in
the natural beauty and rich culture of one of America’s most picturesque states. From the
breathtaking views along Coastal Route 1 to the serene landscapes of Moosehead Lake,
each route offers unique experiences that cater to a variety of interests. Whether you're an
outdoor enthusiast, a history buff, or simply seeking tranquility, Maine’s scenic routes
promise memories that will last a lifetime. So pack your bags, hit the road, and discover the
enchanting beauty of Maine!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the highlights of the Maine Scenic Route?

The Maine Scenic Route features stunning coastal views, charming lighthouses, picturesque
small towns, and beautiful state parks like Acadia National Park.

What is the best time of year to drive the Maine Scenic
Route?

The best time to drive the Maine Scenic Route is during the fall, when the foliage is vibrant,
or in the summer for pleasant weather and outdoor activities.



Are there any popular stops along the Maine Scenic
Route?

Yes, popular stops include Bar Harbor, Camden, Ogunquit, and the iconic Portland Head
Light lighthouse.

How long does it typically take to complete the Maine
Scenic Route?

The Maine Scenic Route can take anywhere from a few days to a week, depending on how
many stops you make and the amount of time spent in each location.

What activities can be enjoyed along the Maine Scenic
Route?

Activities include hiking, whale watching, kayaking, visiting art galleries, and enjoying fresh
seafood at local restaurants.

Is the Maine Scenic Route suitable for families with
children?

Absolutely! The Maine Scenic Route offers family-friendly attractions such as beaches,
parks, and educational experiences at local museums.

What are some recommended accommodations along
the Maine Scenic Route?

Recommended accommodations include quaint bed and breakfasts, seaside resorts, and
cozy cabins in the woods, catering to various budgets.

Can | access the Maine Scenic Route in the winter?

Yes, the Maine Scenic Route is accessible in winter, but some attractions may be closed.
Winter activities like skiing and snowshoeing are popular in the region.

What should | pack for a trip along the Maine Scenic
Route?

It's advisable to pack layers for changing weather, comfortable walking shoes, a camera for
scenic views, and snacks for the road.
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