
the making of michael jackson thriller

The making of Michael Jackson's Thriller is a fascinating tale that
intertwines innovation, artistic vision, and cultural impact. Released on
November 30, 1982, "Thriller" not only became the best-selling album of all
time but also revolutionized the music industry and popular culture. This
article delves into the various aspects of the making of this iconic album,
exploring its production, collaborations, and lasting legacy.

Background and Conceptualization

Before "Thriller" hit the shelves, Michael Jackson was already an established
star. However, he sought to create an album that would not only showcase his
vocal talent but also push the boundaries of music and entertainment.

The Vision of Michael Jackson

Michael Jackson's vision for "Thriller" was ambitious. He wanted to combine
various musical styles, including pop, rock, funk, and R&B. His aim was to
create an album that would appeal to a diverse audience, transcending racial
and cultural barriers. Jackson famously stated, “I don’t want to be a star. I
want to be a legend.”

Collaboration with Quincy Jones

One of the crucial elements in the making of "Thriller" was Michael Jackson's
partnership with legendary producer Quincy Jones. Their collaboration began
with Jackson's previous album, "Off the Wall," which set the stage for the
groundbreaking work they would accomplish together.

- Quincy Jones' Role: Jones was not only a producer but also a mentor to
Jackson. He brought a wealth of experience and creativity, helping to shape
the sound and structure of the album.
- Innovative Techniques: Jones introduced innovative recording techniques,
including the use of synthesizers, which helped to create a unique sound that
defined "Thriller."

Recording Process

The recording of "Thriller" took place over several months, primarily at
Westlake Studio in Los Angeles. This period marked an intense creative
process filled with experimentation and collaboration.

Songwriting and Composition

The songwriting process for "Thriller" was collaborative. Jackson worked with
several talented songwriters, including Rod Temperton, who wrote many of the



album's standout tracks.

- Key Tracks: Some of the most notable songs include:
- "Beat It"
- "Billie Jean"
- "Thriller"
- Themes and Lyrics: The songs dealt with themes of love, fear, and social
issues, making the album relatable to a wide audience.

Instrumentation and Arrangements

The instrumentation on "Thriller" was diverse, featuring a mix of traditional
instruments and electronic sounds. Jones and Jackson paid careful attention
to arrangements, ensuring that each track had a unique feel.

- Guitar Solos: One of the standout features of "Beat It" was the iconic
guitar solo performed by Eddie Van Halen, which added a rock edge to the pop
sound.
- Orchestral Elements: The use of orchestral arrangements in tracks like
"Thriller" showcased Jackson's desire to elevate pop music to new heights.

Music Videos and Visual Storytelling

The music videos for "Thriller" were groundbreaking, setting a new standard
for visual storytelling in music.

The "Thriller" Music Video

The music video for "Thriller," directed by John Landis, was a cultural
phenomenon. Released on December 2, 1983, it was the first music video to be
treated as a short film.

- Choreography: The iconic dance sequences, including the famous zombie
dance, were choreographed by Michael Peters, contributing to the video's
memorable visuals.
- Special Effects: The use of innovative special effects, makeup, and
costumes helped to create a horror-themed narrative that captivated
audiences.

Impact on the Music Industry

The success of the "Thriller" music video paved the way for future artists to
invest in high-quality visuals. The concept of music videos as an essential
part of an artist's marketing strategy became mainstream.

Release and Reception

Upon its release, "Thriller" was met with critical acclaim and commercial



success.

Chart Performance

"Thriller" topped the Billboard 200 chart for 37 weeks and produced seven
top-10 singles, a record that still stands. The album's ability to blend
various genres attracted a wide audience, making it a monumental success.

Awards and Honors

The album received numerous awards, including a record-breaking eight Grammy
Awards in 1984. Its impact on the music industry was undeniable, earning a
place in the hearts of fans worldwide.

Legacy of "Thriller"

The legacy of "Thriller" extends beyond its commercial success. It changed
the landscape of music, influencing countless artists and genres.

Cultural Impact

"Thriller" has been referenced and celebrated in various forms of media, from
television shows to films. Its influence can be seen in:

- Other Artists: Many contemporary artists cite Jackson and "Thriller" as
significant influences on their work.
- Halloween Traditions: The "Thriller" dance has become synonymous with
Halloween celebrations, often performed at parties and events.

Continued Relevance

Even decades after its release, "Thriller" remains relevant. The album
continues to sell millions of copies each year, and its songs frequently
feature in popular culture.

Conclusion

The making of Michael Jackson's "Thriller" is a remarkable story of
creativity, collaboration, and cultural impact. From its innovative
production techniques to its groundbreaking music videos, "Thriller" set a
new standard in the music industry. As we reflect on its legacy, it is clear
that Michael Jackson's vision and artistry have left an indelible mark on the
world of music and beyond. The album not only defined a generation but also
continues to inspire new artists, ensuring that its legacy will endure for
years to come.



Frequently Asked Questions

What inspired Michael Jackson to create the
'Thriller' music video?

Michael Jackson wanted to create a groundbreaking music video that would
combine elements of film and music, inspired by classic horror films and his
desire to push the boundaries of visual storytelling.

Who directed the 'Thriller' music video?

The 'Thriller' music video was directed by John Landis, who was known for his
work on films like 'An American Werewolf in London' and 'Animal House'.

What unique elements did 'Thriller' incorporate that
hadn't been seen in music videos before?

'Thriller' incorporated a narrative storyline, intricate choreography,
special effects makeup, and a full dance routine, setting a new standard for
music videos as short films.

How did the budget for the 'Thriller' music video
compare to other music videos at the time?

The budget for the 'Thriller' music video was around $1 million, making it
one of the most expensive music videos ever produced at the time, reflecting
its ambitious scope.

What was the significance of the dance sequence in
'Thriller'?

The dance sequence in 'Thriller' became iconic, showcasing Michael Jackson's
innovative choreography and leading to a rise in dance-centric music videos,
influencing countless artists after him.

How did the release of 'Thriller' impact Michael
Jackson's career?

The release of 'Thriller' catapulted Michael Jackson to superstardom,
solidifying his status as the 'King of Pop' and making the album the best-
selling of all time.

What role did Vincent Price play in the making of
'Thriller'?

Vincent Price provided the spoken-word segment in 'Thriller', lending his
iconic voice and horror-themed artistry, which added to the overall eerie
atmosphere of the song.
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