the man who built america episode 2
worksheet answers

The Man Who Built America Episode 2 Worksheet Answers is an essential resource for
students and viewers who are delving into the intriguing narrative of America's industrial revolution.
In the second episode of this historical documentary miniseries, viewers witness the fierce
competition between the titans of industry, namely Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, Cornelius
Vanderbilt, and J.P. Morgan. This episode delves into their ambitions, rivalries, and the profound
effects their actions had on the American economy and society at large. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of Episode 2, summarizing key events, characters, and themes while also
offering insights into the worksheet answers that accompany this captivating episode.

Summary of Episode 2: "The Titans of Industry"

In the second episode of "The Man Who Built America," the focus shifts to the growing influence of
industrial titans during the late 19th century. The episode illustrates how these men transformed the
American landscape through their relentless pursuit of power and wealth.

Key Characters

1. Andrew Carnegie: A Scottish immigrant who rose from humble beginnings to become one of the
wealthiest men in America through steel production.

2. John D. Rockefeller: The founder of Standard Oil, Rockefeller revolutionized the petroleum
industry and defined the structure of modern philanthropy.

3. Cornelius Vanderbilt: Known as the "Commodore," Vanderbilt made his fortune in railroads and
shipping, establishing a transportation empire.

4. ].P. Morgan: A powerful banker who played a vital role in the consolidation of industries and was
instrumental in the creation of General Electric and U.S. Steel.

Key Events

- The Rise of Steel: The episode highlights Carnegie's development of the steel industry, showcasing
his innovative techniques and the use of vertical integration to control every aspect of production.

- The Oil Monopoly: Rockefeller's strategic maneuvers to eliminate competition and create a
monopoly in the oil industry are discussed, revealing the ruthless tactics he employed.

- The Railroad Wars: The fierce competition between Vanderbilt and other railroad magnates is
depicted, illustrating the rapid expansion of railroads and their importance in connecting the nation.



- Financial Consolidation: Morgan's role in consolidating failing industries and financial institutions
is examined, highlighting his influence in shaping modern capitalism.

Thematic Analysis

The episode weaves several themes throughout its narrative, which are crucial for understanding
the broader implications of the actions taken by these industrial leaders.

Ambition and Greed

The episode portrays the unrelenting ambition of these titans, emphasizing how their desire for
wealth often led to unethical business practices. This theme raises important questions about the
moral implications of their actions.

- Examples of Greed:

- Vanderbilt’s cutthroat tactics in the railroad industry.

- Rockefeller’s ruthless elimination of competition.

- Carnegie’s labor disputes, culminating in the Homestead Strike.

Innovation and Progress

Despite the darker aspects of their ambitions, the episode also highlights the innovative spirit that
drove these men. Their contributions to technology and infrastructure laid the groundwork for
modern America.

- Innovations Discussed:

- The Bessemer process in steel production.

- Standard Oil’s advancements in oil refining.
- The expansion of the railroad network.

Social Impact

The actions of these industrialists had far-reaching effects on American society. The episode
demonstrates how their wealth and power contributed to significant social changes, including
urbanization and the rise of the working class.

- Social Changes:

- The growth of cities due to industrialization.

- The emergence of labor unions in response to poor working conditions.
- The widening gap between the rich and the poor.



Worksheet Answers Overview

The accompanying worksheet for Episode 2 provides a series of questions designed to reinforce the
themes and details presented in the episode. Below, we outline some common questions and their
corresponding answers.

Key Questions and Answers

1. Question: What strategies did Andrew Carnegie use to dominate the steel industry?
Answer: Carnegie employed the Bessemer process for efficient steel production and utilized vertical
integration to control every aspect of the supply chain, from raw materials to transportation.

2. Question: How did John D. Rockefeller establish a monopoly in the oil industry?

Answer: Rockefeller used aggressive pricing strategies and negotiated railroad rebates, allowing
him to lower prices and drive competitors out of business, ultimately leading to the formation of
Standard Oil.

3. Question: What role did J.P. Morgan play in the consolidation of American industries?
Answer: Morgan was a financier who orchestrated mergers and acquisitions, helping to stabilize
failing industries and create powerful corporations such as U.S. Steel and General Electric.

4. Question: Describe the impact of the railroad expansion on American society.
Answer: The expansion of railroads facilitated the movement of goods and people, spurred economic
growth, contributed to urbanization, and transformed the American landscape.

5. Question: What were some consequences of the labor disputes during this period?

Answer: Labor disputes, such as the Homestead Strike, highlighted the struggles of workers for
better wages and conditions, leading to the growth of labor unions and a greater awareness of
workers' rights.

Conclusion

"The Man Who Built America Episode 2" offers a compelling look at the industrial titans who shaped
the United States during a pivotal era. Through their ambition, innovation, and sometimes ruthless
tactics, figures like Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and ]J.P. Morgan left
an indelible mark on the nation. The accompanying worksheet answers serve as a valuable tool for
learners to engage with the content, encouraging critical thinking about the complexities of wealth,
power, and social responsibility. As students reflect on the events and themes presented in this
episode, they gain a deeper understanding of not only the historical context but also the ongoing
implications of industrialization in America today.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the key themes explored in Episode 2 of 'The Man
Who Built America'?

The key themes include industrialization, the rise of capitalism, competition among tycoons, and the
impact of innovation on society.

Who are the main figures featured in Episode 2 of 'The Man
Who Built America'?

The episode prominently features figures such as Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and ].P.
Morgan.

What major events are highlighted in Episode 2?

The episode highlights events such as the rise of steel production, the establishment of Standard Oil,
and the consolidation of industries.

How did Andrew Carnegie's philosophy on wealth influence his
actions in Episode 2?

Carnegie believed in the 'Gospel of Wealth,' arguing that the rich have a moral obligation to
distribute their wealth for the greater good.

What role did competition play in shaping the business
landscape in Episode 2?

Competition fueled innovation and aggressive business practices, leading to the creation of
monopolies and significant market changes.

How does Episode 2 illustrate the challenges faced by the
industrial tycoons?

The episode illustrates challenges such as labor unrest, public backlash against monopolies, and the
need for strategic partnerships.

What is the significance of the title 'The Man Who Built
America' in relation to Episode 2?

The title signifies the impact of individual visionaries in transforming the American economy and
society through their entrepreneurial efforts.

In what ways does Episode 2 address the social consequences
of industrialization?

The episode addresses issues like labor exploitation, income inequality, and the changing dynamics
of the workforce.



What strategies did Rockefeller employ to dominate the oil
industry as discussed in Episode 2?

Rockefeller used tactics like ruthless competition, strategic alliances, and horizontal integration to
control the oil market.

How does the episode depict the relationship between the
government and big businesses?

The episode depicts a complex relationship where businesses often exert influence over government
policies, leading to regulatory challenges.
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