the man who came to dinner script
online

The man who came to dinner script online is a beloved classic that has
entertained audiences for decades. Originally penned by George S. Kaufman and
Edna Ferber in 1939, this comedic play has become a staple in theaters across
the globe. With its witty dialogue, engaging characters, and timeless themes,
it continues to resonate with audiences today. In this article, we will
explore the origins of the play, its key themes and characters, the
availability of the script online, and tips for those looking to produce or
perform it.

Overview of The Man Who Came to Dinner

The play centers around Sheridan Whiteside, a famous radio personality who is
invited to the home of the wealthy family, the Stanleys. However, when
Whiteside slips on ice and injures himself, he ends up staying in their home
for an extended period. What follows is a series of hilarious and chaotic
events as Whiteside's larger-than-life personality disrupts the Stanleys'
lives.

Key Characters

The characters in "The Man Who Came to Dinner" are richly developed and
contribute to the play's humor and depth. Here are some of the key
characters:

e Sheridan Whiteside: The witty and egocentric protagonist, known for his
sharp tongue and commanding presence.

e Mrs. Stanley: The well-meaning but overwhelmed matriarch of the Stanley
family, who struggles to manage Whiteside's antics.

e Mr. Stanley: The hapless husband who often finds himself at odds with
Whiteside’s demands.

e Harriet: The protective and devoted secretary to Whiteside, often caught
in the middle of the chaos.

e Dr. Bradshaw: The local physician who tries to maintain some semblance
of order amidst the turmoil.

Thematic Elements of the Play

"The Man Who Came to Dinner" explores several themes that are relevant even
today. Here are some of the most prominent:



1. The Nature of Fame: The play delves into what it means to be famous and
how it impacts personal relationships.

2. Class and Society: The interactions between the wealthy Stanleys and the
eccentric Whiteside provide insight into societal norms and
expectations.

3. Human Relationships: The dynamics between the characters highlight the
complexities of human connections and the chaos that can ensue from
them.

4. Comedy and Chaos: The play showcases how humor can arise from chaotic
situations, making it a timeless comedy.

Availability of The Man Who Came to Dinner
Script Online

For those interested in reading or performing "The Man Who Came to Dinner,"
the script is accessible online. There are various resources where you can
find it, including educational websites, drama forums, and digital libraries.
Here are some recommended sources:

Where to Find the Script

e Project Gutenberg: A popular website for free eBooks, it often contains
classic plays, including "The Man Who Came to Dinner." Check their
archives for availability.

e Internet Archive: A non-profit digital library that offers free access
to a vast collection of texts, including scripts and plays.

e Drama Online: A subscription-based service offering access to a wide
range of scripts, including Kaufman and Ferber's works.

e Local Libraries: Many public libraries offer digital borrowing options.
You might find the script available for download or as an eBook.

Tips for Producing or Performing The Man Who
Came to Dinner

If you're considering putting on a production of "The Man Who Came to
Dinner," here are some tips to ensure a successful performance:



1. Understand the Characters

Each character has a distinct personality that drives the humor of the play.
Spend time analyzing the characters’ motivations and relationships to portray
them authentically.

2. Emphasize Timing and Delivery

The play relies heavily on comedic timing. Pay attention to the pacing of the
dialogue and the delivery of punchlines to maximize their impact.

3. Create an Engaging Set

The setting is crucial for the audience's immersion in the story. A well-
designed living room that reflects the Stanley family's status will enhance
the overall production.

4. Rehearse Thoroughly

Due to the play's rapid-fire dialogue and complex interactions, ample
rehearsal time is essential. Focus on the chemistry between actors to bring
the characters' relationships to life.

5. Embrace the Humor

Don't shy away from the absurdity of the situations presented in the script.
Embrace the humor and let it shine through in your performance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the man who came to dinner script online offers a wealth of
entertainment and insight into human nature. With its vibrant characters,
comedic themes, and engaging storyline, it remains a relevant and enjoyable
piece of literature. Whether you're a theater enthusiast looking to perform
or simply a fan of classic comedies, exploring this play is sure to provide a
delightful experience. So, dive into the world of Sheridan Whiteside and the
Stanleys, and enjoy the chaos and laughter that ensue!

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a free script of 'The Man Who Came
to Dinner' online?

You can find free scripts of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' on websites like



Project Gutenberg or Internet Archive, where public domain scripts are often
available.

Is 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' available for
purchase as a digital script?

Yes, you can purchase a digital copy of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' from
sites like Amazon, Theatre Communications Group, or other online bookstores
that specialize in plays.

Are there any online resources for analyzing 'The Man
Who Came to Dinner' script?

You can find analysis and discussion of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' on
educational websites, theater blogs, or platforms like JSTOR that provide
academic articles and essays.

Can I read reviews or summaries of 'The Man Who Came
to Dinner' script online?

Yes, you can find reviews and summaries on theater-focused websites, literary
review sites, and platforms like Goodreads, where readers share their
insights.

Is there a specific website that provides
comprehensive information about 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner' script?

Yes, websites like StageMilk or Dramatists Play Service often provide
detailed information about 'The Man Who Came to Dinner,' including character
breakdowns, themes, and purchasing options.
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