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The Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection: 10 Christmas Songs for Solo Voice for Concerts,
Contests, Recitals, and Worship (Medium High Voice CD) is a remarkable compilation that
brings together an exquisite selection of Christmas music tailored for solo vocalists. Mark Hayes, a
renowned composer and arranger, has crafted this collection with both the performer and the
audience in mind, making it an essential resource for singers looking to enhance their Christmas
repertoire. This collection is ideal for various occasions, including concerts, contests, recitals, and
worship services, offering a versatile range of songs that can suit different performance settings.

Overview of the Collection

The Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection features ten beautifully arranged Christmas songs, each
designed for medium high voice. This makes it accessible for a wide range of vocalists, from
emerging talents to seasoned performers. The collection aims to provide singers with not only
beautiful music but also arrangements that can showcase their vocal skills and emotional expression.

Contents of the Collection

The collection includes a diverse array of Christmas songs that span traditional carols and
contemporary pieces. Each song is arranged to highlight the unique qualities of the vocalist while
providing an engaging musical experience for the audience. Here’s a brief overview of the songs
included in this compilation:

1. O Holy Night - A classic carol that captures the essence of Christmas with its powerful melody and
dramatic dynamics.

2. Silent Night - A serene and beloved carol that allows for gentle expression and emotional
storytelling.

3. Joy to the World - An upbeat and celebratory song that invites audience participation and joy.

4. What Child Is This? - A hauntingly beautiful arrangement that emphasizes the lyrical quality of the
voice.

5. The First Noel - A traditional carol that brings warmth and nostalgia, perfect for showcasing vocal
control.

6. Away in a Manger - A sweet lullaby that allows for soft, tender singing and emotional connection.
7. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing - A triumphant carol that can uplift any performance with its joyful
proclamation.

8. It Came Upon the Midnight Clear - A reflective piece that offers moments for vocal expression and
phrasing.

9. God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen - A lively arrangement that combines rhythm and melody for a



festive performance.
10. Angels We Have Heard on High - A song filled with joyful harmonies and a celebratory spirit,
perfect for concluding a performance.

Musical and Performance Features

The arrangements in the Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection are not only musically rich but also
crafted to highlight the capabilities of a medium high voice. Mark Hayes is known for his ability to
blend classical and contemporary styles, and this collection is no exception. Here are some of the
musical and performance features that set this collection apart:

1. Vocal Range

- The medium high voice range is thoughtfully considered throughout the arrangements.

- Each song accommodates the natural tessitura of many singers, making it easier for them to
perform with confidence.

- The arrangements encourage vocal growth and exploration, allowing singers to experiment within
their comfort zones.

2. Emotional Depth

- The selections chosen for this collection are rich in thematic content, focusing on the spirit of
Christmas.

- Hayes’s arrangements often feature dynamic contrasts, encouraging performers to express a wide
range of emotions.

- Each piece allows for personal interpretation, enabling singers to connect with the material on a
deeper level.

3. Accompaniment Options

- The collection comes with a CD that features piano accompaniments, making it convenient for
singers to practice and perform.

- The piano parts are skillfully arranged to complement the vocal lines without overshadowing them.
- Singers can also choose to perform with live accompaniment, adding a personal touch to their
presentations.

Applications of the Collection

The Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection is versatile and suitable for various performance contexts,
making it a valuable tool for vocalists. Here are some of the key applications:



1. Concerts

- The collection provides a rich selection of songs that can be mixed and matched to create a
compelling concert program.

- Performers can choose pieces that resonate with their personal style or the theme of the concert.
- The variety of tempos and moods offers opportunities for dynamic programming.

2. Contests

- For singers participating in vocal competitions, the collection offers pieces that are both technically
challenging and emotionally engaging.

- Judges often look for pieces that showcase a singer’s range and interpretation, making these
arrangements suitable for competitive settings.

- The familiarity of the songs also allows performers to connect with the audience, enhancing their
overall performance.

3. Recitals

- Solo recitals can benefit from the diverse selection of songs, allowing singers to present a well-
rounded program.

- The emotional depth of the songs can engage the audience and create a memorable experience.

- Performers can incorporate narrative elements or personal anecdotes related to the songs, adding
an intimate touch.

4. Worship Services

- Many of the songs are ideal for use in church settings, aligning with traditional worship practices
during the Christmas season.

- The arrangements can be performed during special services, Christmas Eve celebrations, or
community gatherings.

- Singers can use the collection to enhance congregational singing or as solo features during
worship.

Conclusion

The Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection: 10 Christmas Songs for Solo Voice for Concerts, Contests,
Recitals, and Worship (Medium High Voice CD) is an invaluable resource for vocalists at all levels.
With its thoughtfully curated selection of Christmas music, this collection not only celebrates the joy
and spirit of the season but also encourages personal expression and vocal growth. Whether used in
a concert hall, competition stage, recital, or worship service, these arrangements shine brightly,
allowing singers to connect deeply with their audiences. As the holiday season approaches, this
collection is sure to become a cherished addition to any vocalist’s repertoire, bringing joy and



inspiration to performers and listeners alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection?

The Mark Hayes Vocal Solo Collection is a compilation of 10 Christmas songs tailored for solo voice,
suitable for various performances including concerts, contests, recitals, and worship.

What voice type is this collection designed for?

This collection is designed for medium high voice, making it ideal for many vocalists looking to
showcase their range.

Are the songs in the collection suitable for worship settings?

Yes, the songs are specifically chosen to be appropriate for worship settings, alongside being
suitable for concerts and recitals.

Does the collection come with a CD?

Yes, the collection includes a CD that provides accompaniment tracks for the selected songs,
enhancing the performance experience.

Can these songs be used in contests and competitions?

Absolutely, the songs are versatile and can be effectively used in contests and competitions, allowing
performers to showcase their vocal talents.

What type of music can be expected in this collection?

The collection features a variety of Christmas music, including traditional carols and contemporary
holiday songs, arranged in a way that highlights the vocal line.

Is there a specific age group that this collection targets?

While the collection is suitable for a range of ages, it is particularly aimed at intermediate to
advanced singers, typically high school-aged and older.
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