
the marshall house history
The Marshall House history is a tale steeped in the rich tapestry of American heritage, particularly
within the context of Savannah, Georgia. This historic hotel, which has stood as a testament to the
passage of time since its establishment in the 19th century, offers a unique glimpse into the
architectural, cultural, and social transformations of the region. The Marshall House not only
embodies the spirit of its era but also serves as a witness to significant historical events, including the
Civil War and the Reconstruction period. As we delve into the history of The Marshall House, we will
explore its architectural significance, the role it played during pivotal moments in history, and its
ongoing legacy in modern times.

Origins and Architectural Significance

The Marshall House was built in 1851 by a prominent Savannah businessman, Mary Marshall.
Originally intended to be a luxury hotel catering to affluent travelers, the hotel was designed in the
Italianate style, characterized by its grand façade, arched windows, and ornate details. The
construction of The Marshall House was particularly significant as it represented the burgeoning
economy of Savannah during the mid-19th century, a time when the city was a crucial port and
commercial center in the Southeast.

Architectural Features

The architecture of The Marshall House showcases several distinctive features that highlight its
historical importance:

- Italianate Style: The building exhibits classic Italianate characteristics, including a low-pitched roof,
decorative cornices, and tall windows.
- Historic Interior: The interior features original hardwood floors, high ceilings, and period furnishings,
all of which contribute to the hotel’s historic ambiance.
- Restoration Efforts: Throughout its history, The Marshall House has undergone several restoration
efforts to preserve its architectural integrity, ensuring that it remains a significant landmark in
Savannah.

The Civil War Era

The Marshall House's history took a dramatic turn during the Civil War. In 1864, the hotel was used as
a hospital for Union soldiers. The strategic location of Savannah made it an essential target during the
war, and The Marshall House became a central hub for medical care.

Impact on the Community



The use of The Marshall House as a hospital had far-reaching implications for both the hotel and the
local community:

- Casualty Care: The hotel was transformed into a medical facility, with its rooms repurposed to
accommodate injured soldiers. It is estimated that thousands received care within its walls.
- Local Economy: The influx of soldiers and medical personnel provided an economic boost to local
businesses, as demand for goods and services surged.
- Cultural Exchange: The presence of soldiers from various regions fostered a cultural exchange that
enriched Savannah’s societal fabric.

Post-Civil War and Reconstruction

Following the end of the Civil War, The Marshall House continued to play a vital role in the
reconstruction of Savannah. The city faced significant challenges as it rebuilt its economy and social
structures.

Adapting to Change

- New Ownership: In the years following the war, The Marshall House changed hands several times,
adapting to the evolving needs of the community.
- Reconstruction Efforts: The hotel became a gathering place for discussions about rebuilding the city,
serving as a venue for meetings among business leaders and local politicians.
- Cultural Events: The hotel also hosted various cultural events, including theatrical performances and
social gatherings, which helped restore a sense of normalcy and unity in the post-war community.

The 20th Century and Beyond

As the years progressed, The Marshall House remained a central figure in Savannah’s social life. By
the late 20th century, however, the hotel faced challenges typical of aging historic properties.

Restoration and Preservation

In the 1990s, efforts were made to restore The Marshall House to its former glory. The restoration
included:

- Structural Improvements: Extensive renovations were undertaken to ensure the building's safety
and structural integrity while preserving its historic charm.
- Modern Amenities: The hotel was updated with modern conveniences, making it appealing to
contemporary travelers while retaining its historical essence.
- Historic Recognition: The Marshall House was added to the National Register of Historic Places,
recognizing its significance to American history and culture.



Modern Era and Legacy

Today, The Marshall House stands as one of Savannah’s most cherished landmarks. It continues to
operate as a hotel, attracting guests from around the world who are eager to experience its rich
history.

Current Operations

- Accommodations: The hotel offers a range of accommodations, from luxurious suites to charming
guest rooms, each reflecting the historic character of the building.
- Culinary Offerings: The on-site restaurant serves a menu that highlights Southern cuisine, allowing
guests to savor local flavors.
- Historical Tours: The hotel provides guided tours, showcasing its history and the stories of those who
passed through its doors.

Conclusion: A Living Testament to History

The Marshall House is more than just a hotel; it is a living testament to the history of Savannah and
the broader narrative of the United States. Its walls have witnessed the triumphs and tragedies of
countless individuals over the centuries. As we reflect on The Marshall House history, we recognize its
significance as a cultural and historical landmark, a venue where stories of war, peace, and resilience
intertwine.

In preserving its architectural beauty and historical integrity, The Marshall House serves not only as a
reminder of the past but also as an active participant in the ongoing story of Savannah. Visitors to this
historic hotel can immerse themselves in the legacy of those who came before, making it a unique
destination for anyone interested in the rich history of America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of The Marshall House?
The Marshall House, located in Savannah, Georgia, is significant for its role during the American Civil
War and its rich history, including serving as a hospital for both Union and Confederate soldiers.

When was The Marshall House built?
The Marshall House was built in 1851, making it one of the oldest hotels in Savannah.

Who were the original owners of The Marshall House?
The Marshall House was originally owned by a prominent Savannah businessman and hotelier named
John Marshall.



What architectural style is The Marshall House?
The Marshall House features a classic Federal-style architectural design, characterized by its elegant
facade and historic charm.

Has The Marshall House undergone any renovations?
Yes, The Marshall House has undergone several renovations, including a significant restoration in the
1990s to preserve its historical integrity while modernizing amenities.

What notable events occurred at The Marshall House during
the Civil War?
During the Civil War, The Marshall House served as a hospital for wounded soldiers, and it was also a
site for military strategy discussions.

Is The Marshall House considered haunted?
Yes, The Marshall House is often cited as one of the most haunted hotels in Savannah, with numerous
reports of ghostly encounters and paranormal activity linked to its storied past.

What famous guests have stayed at The Marshall House?
Many notable figures have stayed at The Marshall House, including soldiers, politicians, and even
famous writers like John Steinbeck.

How does The Marshall House contribute to Savannah's
tourism?
The Marshall House attracts tourists due to its historical significance, ghost tours, and as a unique
lodging experience that offers a glimpse into Savannah's past.

What is the current use of The Marshall House?
Today, The Marshall House operates as a boutique hotel, offering modern accommodations while
preserving its historical charm and significance.
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