
the master plan of evangelism
The master plan of evangelism is a concept that has gained significant attention within the
Christian community, particularly in the context of church growth and discipleship. This plan, rooted
in the teachings and ministry of Jesus Christ, provides a framework for effective evangelism that can
transform lives and communities. In this article, we will explore the principles of this master plan, its
biblical foundation, and practical applications for modern evangelism.

The Biblical Foundation of the Master Plan of
Evangelism

At the heart of the master plan of evangelism is the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. His approach to
evangelism was characterized by intentionality, relational engagement, and a commitment to
discipleship. The following are key elements that illustrate the biblical foundation of this plan:

1. Jesus as the Model Evangelist

Jesus exemplified the essence of evangelism through His actions and teachings. He interacted with
various individuals, from the marginalized to the religious elite, demonstrating that the message of
salvation is for everyone.

- Personal Engagement: Jesus engaged with individuals on a personal level, as seen in His
conversations with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1-26) and Nicodemus (John 3:1-21).
- Teaching Through Parables: He used parables to convey deep spiritual truths in relatable ways,
making it easier for His audience to grasp complex ideas.
- Demonstrating Compassion: Jesus showed compassion to the hurting and broken, reflecting God’s
love and mercy.

2. The Great Commission

One of the clearest mandates for evangelism is found in the Great Commission. In Matthew
28:18-20, Jesus commands His disciples to go and make disciples of all nations. This directive
emphasizes several key aspects of evangelism:

- Going: Evangelism requires action and movement. It is not confined to church walls but extends
into everyday life.
- Making Disciples: The goal is not merely to convert individuals but to nurture them into mature
followers of Christ.
- Baptizing and Teaching: Evangelism involves both the initiation of faith (baptism) and the ongoing
process of teaching and discipleship.



Principles of the Master Plan of Evangelism

The master plan of evangelism can be distilled into several essential principles that guide effective
outreach and discipleship efforts.

1. Relationship Building

At the core of evangelism is the importance of building authentic relationships. Jesus’ ministry was
deeply relational, and effective evangelism mirrors this approach.

- Investing Time: Just as Jesus spent time with His disciples, evangelists should invest time in
building relationships with those they seek to reach.
- Listening and Understanding: Taking the time to listen to others’ stories and struggles fosters trust
and opens doors for meaningful conversations about faith.

2. Intentional Discipleship

Discipleship is not an afterthought in evangelism; it is the heart of the process. The master plan
emphasizes that evangelism must lead into a journey of discipleship.

- Teaching Biblical Truths: Discipleship involves teaching new believers about the Bible and God’s
principles for living.
- Encouragement and Accountability: Providing support and accountability helps new believers grow
in their faith and withstand challenges.

3. Empowering Others

Effective evangelism is not solely about the individual evangelist. It involves empowering others to
share their faith and be active participants in the mission.

- Training and Equipping: Churches can provide training for members to share their faith stories and
understand basic apologetics.
- Creating Opportunities: Providing platforms for individuals to engage in outreach activities fosters
a culture of evangelism within the church.

Practical Applications of the Master Plan of Evangelism

Understanding the principles of the master plan is essential, but translating them into practical
applications is equally important. Here are several strategies for implementing the master plan of
evangelism in today’s context.



1. Community Engagement

Engaging with the local community is a powerful way to live out the master plan of evangelism.

- Service Projects: Organizing service projects can help demonstrate the love of Christ in tangible
ways, opening doors for spiritual conversations.
- Events and Gatherings: Hosting events that invite community participation can create
opportunities for relationship building and sharing the Gospel.

2. Small Group Ministries

Small groups are an effective way to foster relationships and facilitate discipleship.

- Bible Study Groups: Encourage members to invite friends and family to small group Bible studies,
creating a welcoming environment for exploration of faith.
- Accountability Groups: Establish groups focused on spiritual growth and accountability, fostering
deeper relationships and mutual encouragement.

3. Utilizing Technology

In today’s digital age, leveraging technology can amplify evangelistic efforts.

- Social Media: Use platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to share testimonies, devotional
materials, and invitations to church events.
- Online Courses and Webinars: Offering online courses on faith and discipleship can reach a
broader audience, especially those unable to attend in-person gatherings.

Challenges to Evangelism

Despite the clear principles and strategies outlined in the master plan of evangelism, several
challenges can hinder effective outreach efforts.

1. Cultural Barriers

Today’s society is increasingly diverse, and cultural differences can create barriers to effective
communication of the Gospel. Understanding and respecting these differences is crucial for
successful evangelism.

2. Fear of Rejection



Many individuals hesitate to share their faith due to a fear of rejection or negative reactions.
Overcoming this fear requires building confidence through prayer, training, and encouragement
from fellow believers.

3. Lack of Knowledge

A lack of understanding of the Bible and basic apologetics can hinder effective evangelism.
Continuous education and training are essential for equipping believers to share their faith
effectively.

Conclusion

The master plan of evangelism offers a comprehensive framework for sharing the Gospel that is
deeply rooted in the teachings of Jesus Christ. By embracing the principles of relationship building,
intentional discipleship, and empowerment, individuals and churches can effectively engage in
evangelistic efforts. While challenges may arise, the commitment to live out the Great Commission
will ultimately lead to transformed lives and communities. As we seek to follow the master plan of
evangelism, we can trust that God will work through us to fulfill His mission.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Master Plan of Evangelism'?
'The Master Plan of Evangelism' is a book written by Robert E. Coleman that outlines a biblical
approach to evangelism based on the methods of Jesus Christ.

What are the key principles outlined in 'The Master Plan of
Evangelism'?
The key principles include selection, association, consecration, impartation, demonstration,
delegation, supervision, and reproduction, emphasizing a relational and discipleship-focused
approach.

How does 'The Master Plan of Evangelism' emphasize the
importance of relationships in evangelism?
Coleman stresses that Jesus built deep relationships with His disciples, which allowed for effective
teaching and transformation, highlighting that evangelism is best done through personal
connections.



Why is the concept of 'reproduction' significant in Coleman's
plan?
Reproduction is significant because it focuses on training disciples to make more disciples, ensuring
that the evangelistic mission continues to spread through multiplication rather than addition.

How can modern churches apply the principles of 'The Master
Plan of Evangelism'?
Modern churches can apply these principles by prioritizing small group discipleship, fostering
mentor-mentee relationships, and equipping members to share their faith in everyday contexts.

What role does prayer play in 'The Master Plan of
Evangelism'?
Prayer is foundational in Coleman's plan as it seeks divine guidance and empowerment for
evangelism efforts, ensuring that the mission aligns with God's will and purpose.

Can 'The Master Plan of Evangelism' be adapted for different
cultural contexts?
Yes, the principles can be adapted to various cultural contexts while maintaining the core focus on
relationships and discipleship, allowing for effective evangelism in diverse environments.

What impact has 'The Master Plan of Evangelism' had on
evangelical movements?
The book has had a profound impact on evangelical movements by influencing church planting
strategies, discipleship programs, and personal evangelism approaches worldwide.
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