the medicine bag commonlit answer key

The Medicine Bag CommonlLit Answer Key is a valuable resource for educators and students
studying the short story "The Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. This poignant narrative
explores themes of identity, culture, and family, providing a rich context for literary analysis and
discussion. In this article, we will delve into the story’s key elements, provide a detailed overview of
the CommonlLit resources available, and discuss how the answer key can enhance understanding of
the text.

Overview of "The Medicine Bag"

"The Medicine Bag" tells the story of a young boy named Martin who is embarrassed by his Native
American heritage. His grandfather, a Lakota Sioux elder, visits him and presents him with a medicine
bag, which contains sacred objects that carry significant meaning and cultural heritage. The story
unfolds as Martin grapples with his identity and the expectations placed upon him by his family and
culture.

Key Themes

The narrative is rich in themes that resonate with readers of all backgrounds. Some of the prominent
themes include:

 Identity: The struggle between cultural heritage and personal identity is central to the story.
Martin’s embarrassment about his Native American roots illustrates the conflict many face in
honoring their ancestry.

e Family and Tradition: The relationship between Martin and his grandfather highlights the
importance of family ties and the transmission of cultural traditions.

e Acceptance: The journey toward accepting one’s heritage is a crucial element of the narrative,
culminating in Martin’s realization of the value of his culture.

CommonlLit: A Resource for Educators and Students

Commonlit is an educational platform that offers a variety of literary texts, including "The Medicine
Bag." It provides teachers with tools to enhance students' reading comprehension and critical thinking
skills. The platform features a comprehensive set of resources, such as:

- Text Analysis Questions: These questions encourage students to think critically about the themes,
characters, and plot of the story.
- Vocabulary Support: CommonLit often includes definitions and context for challenging vocabulary



words found in the text.
- Discussion Prompts: These prompts facilitate group discussions and encourage students to express
their thoughts and interpretations.

Using the Answer Key Effectively

The answer key for "The Medicine Bag" on CommonlLit serves as an essential tool for both teachers
and students. Here’s how it can be utilized effectively:

1. Guided Learning: Teachers can use the answer key to guide classroom discussions and
reinforce key concepts. By reviewing the answers, educators can ensure that they are
addressing important themes and ideas.

2. Self-Assessment: Students can use the answer key to check their understanding of the text
after completing assignments. This self-assessment encourages independent learning and
critical evaluation.

3. Homework Support: The answer key can serve as a reference for students completing
homework assignments related to the story, helping them clarify any misunderstandings.

Analyzing Key Questions from the Answer Key

To better understand how the answer key can enhance the reading experience, let's analyze some
common questions and their answers related to "The Medicine Bag".

1. What does the medicine bag symbolize in the story?

The answer key typically emphasizes that the medicine bag symbolizes cultural identity and the
connection to one’s ancestry. It serves as a reminder of the importance of heritage and the values
passed down through generations.

2. How does Martin’s perception of his heritage change
throughout the story?

Initially, Martin feels embarrassed by his Native American roots, wanting to distance himself from his
heritage. However, as the story progresses, he learns to embrace his identity and recognize the
significance of the medicine bag and what it represents. This transformation is crucial for
understanding the theme of acceptance.



3. What role does Martin’s grandfather play in the story?

Martin’s grandfather is a pivotal character who embodies wisdom and tradition. Through his actions
and the gift of the medicine bag, he serves as a bridge between Martin and their cultural heritage.
The answer key often underscores the importance of intergenerational relationships in preserving
cultural identity.

Benefits of Engaging with the Text

Engaging with "The Medicine Bag" through CommonlLit provides numerous benefits for students:

- Cultural Awareness: The story introduces students to Native American culture, fostering appreciation
and understanding of diverse perspectives.

- Critical Thinking Skills: The analysis of themes and character development encourages students to
think critically and draw connections to their own lives.

- Empathy Development: By exploring Martin’s struggles, students can develop empathy for those
who face similar challenges regarding identity and belonging.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the The Medicine Bag CommonLit Answer Key is a vital resource for educators and
students alike. It not only aids in understanding the text but also enriches discussions around identity,
culture, and family values. By leveraging the resources offered by CommonlLit, teachers can create a
dynamic learning environment that encourages students to engage deeply with the narrative. As
students explore the complexities of their own identities in relation to the themes presented in "The
Medicine Bag," they gain invaluable insights that can shape their worldview and foster a greater
appreciation for cultural diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Medicine Bag'?

The main theme of 'The Medicine Bag' is the importance of cultural identity and the connection to
one's heritage.

How does the protagonist feel about receiving the medicine
bag?

The protagonist initially feels embarrassed about the medicine bag, but later understands its
significance and value.



What does the medicine bag symbolize in the story?

The medicine bag symbolizes tradition, family heritage, and the connection to the protagonist's
Native American roots.

Who is the character that gives the medicine bag to the
protagonist?

The protagonist's grandfather gives the medicine bag to him, passing down a cherished family
tradition.

What lesson does the protagonist learn by the end of the
story?

The protagonist learns to embrace his cultural heritage and understand the significance of his family's
traditions.

How does the setting influence the story in 'The Medicine
Bag'?

The setting, which includes both urban and rural environments, highlights the contrast between
modern life and traditional Native American culture.

What role does family play in 'The Medicine Bag'?

Family plays a crucial role as they are the ones who pass down traditions and teachings, reinforcing
the bonds between generations.

In what ways does the protagonist's attitude change
throughout the story?

The protagonist's attitude shifts from embarrassment to pride as he learns to appreciate the
significance of the medicine bag and his heritage.

What challenges does the protagonist face regarding his
identity?

The protagonist struggles with feeling disconnected from his Native American culture while living in a
predominantly non-Native community.

How does 'The Medicine Bag' address the concept of cultural
preservation?

The story emphasizes the importance of cultural preservation through the passing down of traditions
and the emotional significance of cultural artifacts like the medicine bag.
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