
the messenger by lois lowry

The Messenger by Lois Lowry is a captivating novel that weaves together themes of community, belonging, and
the quest for identity. As the final installment in Lowry's loosely connected Giver Quartet, this book invites
readers into a richly imagined world where the power of choice and the importance of human connections take
center stage. In this article, we will explore the key themes, characters, and the overarching message of "The
Messenger," highlighting its significance in contemporary literature.

Overview of The Messenger

Published in 2004, "The Messenger" marks a return to the universe introduced in "The Giver." While it can be
read independently, familiarity with the earlier books enhances the reader's understanding of the societal
dynamics at play. The novel follows the journey of Matty, a young boy living in a village that is both
utopian and dystopian, reflecting the dualities of human nature.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Matty, who is known for his ability to deliver messages swiftly between the community
and the outside world. He is a young boy who has grown up in a society that values harmony and stability but
is beginning to show cracks. The village has strict rules, and as it becomes increasingly insular, the sense of
fear and control rises.

Key events in the plot include:

Matty’s journey to deliver messages and navigate the complexities of his community.

The introduction of the "Trade," a mysterious and dangerous force threatening the village's stability.

Matty's relationship with others, particularly his friendship with the blind man, Seer, who acts as a
mentor and guide.

The ultimate choice Matty must make between self-interest and the greater good of the community.

As the narrative unfolds, Matty’s character develops from a passive observer into a courageous individual
who must confront the challenges posed by his community and the outside world.

Key Themes in The Messenger

Lois Lowry crafts "The Messenger" with several interwoven themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Here are the most significant ones:

1. The Importance of Choice

At the heart of "The Messenger" is the theme of choice. In a society that has stripped away individual freedoms,
the protagonist grapples with the consequences of his decisions. This theme is crucial as it reflects our own
societal struggles with autonomy and the moral implications of choices made in the pursuit of safety and



conformity.

2. Community and Belonging

Lowry emphasizes the significance of community throughout the novel. The village represents a dichotomy of
safety and oppression, showcasing how a desire for belonging can lead to the acceptance of harmful practices.
Matty’s journey highlights the importance of building a supportive community that values diversity and
inclusivity.

3. Sacrifice and Redemption

Matty’s evolution is marked by acts of sacrifice that ultimately lead to redemption. This theme is prevalent in
the choices made by various characters, suggesting that true fulfillment often requires selflessness and
courage. The sacrifices made by Matty for the sake of his friends and community serve as a powerful reminder of
the impact one individual can have on the greater good.

4. The Nature of Fear

Fear plays a significant role in shaping the behaviors and decisions of the characters within the novel. Lowry
delves into how fear can manipulate individuals and communities, leading to a cycle of oppression and control.
The exploration of fear serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of allowing it to dictate societal
norms.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Messenger" are richly developed, each contributing to the overarching themes of the
story. Here are some key figures:

Matty

Matty is the protagonist whose growth encapsulates the journey from innocence to maturity. Initially
portrayed as a messenger, he evolves into a hero, demonstrating bravery and selflessness. His internal
struggles reflect the conflict between personal desires and the responsibilities toward the community.

Seer

Seer, the blind man, serves as a mentor to Matty. His wisdom and insight provide guidance, highlighting the
importance of perspective and understanding in times of crisis. Seer’s character symbolizes the value of
knowledge and the ability to see beyond physical limitations.

Leader

The Leader of the community embodies the complexities of power. Initially seen as a protector, his actions
reveal the darker side of governance, showcasing how leadership can lead to tyranny if left unchecked. This



character serves as a reminder of the importance of accountability and ethical leadership.

Other Villagers

The villagers represent various responses to the community’s oppressive nature. Some are compliant, while
others, like Matty, begin to question the status quo. Their varying attitudes towards fear and control
illustrate the diverse human reactions to societal pressure.

The Connection to The Giver Quartet

"The Messenger" is part of the Giver Quartet, which includes "The Giver," "Gathering Blue," and "Son," all of
which explore themes of society, individuality, and the human experience. Each book stands alone but
interconnects through shared concepts:

The Giver: Focuses on memory and the importance of emotions in human life.

Gathering Blue: Explores themes of creativity and the value of art in society.

Son: Delves into themes of motherhood, connection, and the complexities of love.

Together, these novels create a comprehensive exploration of human nature and societal constructs, with
"The Messenger" serving as a culmination of these themes.

Conclusion

The Messenger by Lois Lowry is a profound exploration of the human spirit, emphasizing themes of choice,
community, and sacrifice. Through the journey of Matty and the richly developed characters, Lowry invites
readers to reflect on their own lives and the choices they make. The novel serves as a poignant reminder of the
power of connection and the impact of individual actions on the greater good. As we navigate our own complex
societies, "The Messenger" resonates with timeless wisdom and challenges us to consider what it truly means
to live in a community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Messenger' by Lois Lowry?

The main theme of 'The Messenger' revolves around the ideas of community, belonging, and the moral choices
that define us. It explores how one's actions can impact others and the importance of connection and sacrifice.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Messenger' and what are his struggles?

The protagonist of 'The Messenger' is Matty, a young boy who struggles with feelings of isolation and the
desire to find his place in a world that is increasingly hostile and selfish. His journey involves discovering his
own identity and learning the value of selflessness.



How does 'The Messenger' connect to Lowry's other works?

'The Messenger' serves as a companion novel to Lois Lowry's earlier works, particularly 'The Giver' and
'Gathering Blue'. It shares thematic elements such as the exploration of utopia versus dystopia and the
importance of individual choices in shaping society.

What role does the concept of 'seeing' play in 'The Messenger'?

In 'The Messenger', the concept of 'seeing' represents the ability to perceive deeper truths about oneself and
others. Matty's journey involves learning to see beyond the surface of people and situations, which ultimately
leads him to make significant decisions for the good of his community.

What is the significance of the character Mentor in 'The Messenger'?

Mentor is a pivotal character in 'The Messenger' who guides Matty and represents wisdom and experience. He
helps Matty understand the complexities of the world and encourages him to embrace his unique abilities,
ultimately influencing Matty's growth and choices.

How does Lois Lowry portray the theme of sacrifice in 'The Messenger'?

Sacrifice is portrayed as a vital aspect of love and community in 'The Messenger'. Matty's willingness to put
himself in danger for the sake of others highlights the importance of selflessness and the impact of individual
sacrifices on the greater good.

What is the ending of 'The Messenger' and its implications?

The ending of 'The Messenger' is open to interpretation but emphasizes themes of hope and renewal. Matty's
ultimate sacrifice for his community suggests that love and connection can prevail even in the face of
adversity, leaving readers with a sense of optimism for the future.
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