the modern witch tarot deck

The modern witch tarot deck has gained significant attention in recent years, appealing to both
seasoned tarot readers and newcomers to the craft. This deck, designed by Lisa Sterle, offers a fresh
and contemporary approach to the traditional tarot, infusing it with modern aesthetics and diverse
representations. In this article, we will explore the origins of tarot, the unique features of the
modern witch tarot deck, its symbolism, how to use it, and its growing popularity within the spiritual
community.

Origins of Tarot

Tarot cards have a storied history, dating back to the 15th century in Europe, where they were
originally used for playing games. It wasn't until the 18th century that tarot began to be associated
with mysticism and divination.

Evolution of Tarot

- Early Beginnings: Tarot originated from a card game known as tarocchi, played in Italy.

- Mystical Associations: Tarot's transition into divination was largely influenced by the works of
occultists like Antoine Court de Gébelin and Eliphas Lévi in the 18th century.

- Structure: The traditional tarot deck consists of 78 cards, divided into the Major Arcana (22 cards)
and Minor Arcana (56 cards).

The Modern Witch Tarot Deck: Overview

The modern witch tarot deck, created by artist Lisa Sterle, was released in 2019 and quickly became
popular due to its inclusive representation and whimsical, colorful artwork.

Key Features

1. Diverse Representation: The modern witch tarot deck features characters of various ethnicities,
body types, and gender identities, reflecting the diversity of the contemporary world.

2. Contemporary Aesthetic: The illustrations are vibrant and modern, with a playful style that
appeals to younger audiences.

3. Empowerment Themes: Many cards depict strong, empowered women, resonating with the
modern feminist movement and encouraging self-discovery and personal growth.

Card Structure



The structure of the modern witch tarot deck remains faithful to traditional tarot but is infused with
modern interpretations:

- Major Arcana: Represents significant life themes and lessons.

- Minor Arcana: Divided into four suits - Wands, Cups, Swords, and Pentacles - each representing
different aspects of life.

- Court Cards: Depict individuals and personalities, offering insight into relationships and social
dynamics.

Symbolism in the Modern Witch Tarot Deck

The symbolism embedded in the modern witch tarot deck is pivotal for understanding the messages
conveyed by the cards.

Major Arcana Symbols

- The Fool: Represents new beginnings and spontaneity, illustrated with a carefree character
stepping off a ledge.

- The High Priestess: Symbolizes intuition and the subconscious, depicted as a woman surrounded by
mystical elements.

- The Empress: Embodies fertility and creativity, often illustrated with nature and nurturing motifs.

Minor Arcana Symbols

- Wands: Represent passion, inspiration, and action, often illustrated with vibrant colors and
dynamic scenes.

- Cups: Associated with emotions, relationships, and love, featuring flowing water and heart motifs.
- Swords: Symbolize intellect, conflict, and challenges, often depicted with sharp, angular lines and
stormy imagery.

- Pentacles: Represent material aspects, stability, and practicality, illustrated with earthy tones and
natural elements.

How to Use the Modern Witch Tarot Deck

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced reader, using the modern witch tarot deck can be an
enriching experience. Here are some steps to help you get started:

Setting Intentions

1. Choose a Quiet Space: Find a comfortable, quiet environment where you can focus.
2. Center Yourself: Take a few deep breaths, grounding yourself in the moment.



3. Set Intentions: Clearly define what you wish to gain from your reading, whether it's guidance,
clarity, or insight.

Shuffling and Drawing Cards

- Shuffle the Deck: Mix the cards thoroughly while concentrating on your question or intention.
- Draw Cards: You can choose a single card for quick insight or a spread for more in-depth
exploration.

- Three-Card Spread: Represents past, present, and future.

- Celtic Cross Spread: Offers a comprehensive view of the situation.

Interpreting the Cards

- Read the Imagery: Pay attention to the colors, symbols, and figures depicted in the cards, as they
hold meanings.

- Consider Card Positions: The position of each card in a spread influences its interpretation.

- Trust Your Intuition: Allow your personal feelings and insights to guide your understanding of the
cards.

The Popularity of the Modern Witch Tarot Deck

The modern witch tarot deck has resonated with a wide audience, contributing to the revival of
interest in tarot and witchcraft.

Community Engagement

- Social Media Presence: Platforms like Instagram and TikTok have popularized tarot readings, with
many users showcasing their experiences with the modern witch tarot deck.

- Inclusivity: The deck's representation of diverse identities has attracted a younger, more inclusive
audience.

Workshops and Learning Resources

- Online Courses: Many online platforms offer courses on tarot reading, often featuring the modern
witch tarot deck.

- Books and Guides: Several companion books have been published to help readers interpret the
deck and deepen their understanding of tarot.



Conclusion

The modern witch tarot deck stands as a testament to the evolving nature of tarot, merging tradition
with contemporary values. Its vibrant artwork, inclusive representation, and empowering themes
make it an appealing choice for anyone interested in exploring the world of tarot. Whether you're
seeking guidance, self-discovery, or simply a connection to the mystical, the modern witch tarot deck
offers a fresh perspective that resonates with the realities and aspirations of modern life. As tarot
continues to grow in popularity, this deck is sure to inspire and empower a new generation of tarot
enthusiasts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Modern Witch Tarot Deck?

The Modern Witch Tarot Deck is a contemporary reinterpretation of the traditional tarot deck,
featuring diverse imagery and modern themes, aimed at making tarot more accessible and relatable
to a broader audience.

Who created the Modern Witch Tarot Deck?

The Modern Witch Tarot Deck was created by Lisa Sterle, an artist and tarot practitioner known for
her vibrant art style and commitment to inclusivity in tarot.

What makes the Modern Witch Tarot Deck unique?

The Modern Witch Tarot Deck stands out for its representation of diverse characters, including
people of various ethnicities, body types, and gender identities, which reflects a more inclusive
perspective on spirituality and self-discovery.

Can beginners use the Modern Witch Tarot Deck?

Yes, beginners can use the Modern Witch Tarot Deck as it comes with a guidebook that provides
interpretations and insights for each card, making it easy to understand and use for readings.

Is the Modern Witch Tarot Deck suitable for traditional tarot
practices?

Absolutely! While it has a modern twist, the Modern Witch Tarot Deck maintains the traditional tarot
structure of 78 cards, including the Major and Minor Arcana, making it suitable for both traditional
and contemporary tarot practices.

What themes are explored in the Modern Witch Tarot Deck?

The Modern Witch Tarot Deck explores themes such as empowerment, self-acceptance, and personal
growth, often incorporating elements of feminism and modern witchcraft in its imagery.



Where can I purchase the Modern Witch Tarot Deck?

The Modern Witch Tarot Deck can be purchased from various retailers, including online bookstores,
specialty shops, and the publisher's website, as well as on platforms like Etsy and Amazon.
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