
the monkeys paw assessment answers

The monkeys paw assessment answers are essential for understanding the underlying themes and moral
lessons presented in W.W. Jacobs' classic short story, "The Monkey's Paw." This tale, steeped in
supernatural elements, explores the consequences of tampering with fate and the dangers of desire. As we
delve into the narrative, we will analyze the key elements of the story, including character development,
themes, and literary devices, while providing insights that can assist in answering assessment questions
effectively.

Overview of "The Monkey's Paw"

"The Monkey's Paw" is a horror story that revolves around the White family, who come into possession of
a mysterious monkey's paw that grants them three wishes. However, these wishes come with dire
consequences, serving as a cautionary tale about greed and the unforeseen repercussions of one's choices.

Plot Summary

The story begins with Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert enjoying a quiet evening. Their
friend, Sergeant-Major Morris, visits and introduces them to the monkey's paw, which he claims has the
power to grant three wishes. Despite his warnings about the paw's dark history and the consequences of
using it, the Whites decide to make a wish.

1. First Wish: Mr. White wishes for £200 to pay off their mortgage. The next day, Herbert dies in a work
accident, and the family receives exactly £200 as compensation.
2. Second Wish: Devastated by their loss, Mrs. White urges her husband to use the second wish to bring
Herbert back. Mr. White reluctantly complies, but the return of their son is not as they had hoped—he
appears as a mangled version of himself.
3. Third Wish: In a panic, Mr. White uses the third wish to undo the previous one, hoping to send his son
back to rest.

The story concludes ambiguously, leaving readers to ponder the true cost of their desires.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Monkey's Paw" is crucial for answering interpretive questions about
their motivations and the moral implications of their actions.



Mr. White

- Role: The patriarch of the family and the first to interact with the monkey's paw.
- Traits: Naive, curious, and ultimately regretful.
- Development: Mr. White's journey reflects the theme of hubris. His initial disbelief in the paw's power
leads to tragic consequences. By the end, he is a broken man who recognizes the folly of his actions.

Mrs. White

- Role: Mr. White's wife, who is driven by grief.
- Traits: Emotional, desperate, and eventually irrational.
- Development: Mrs. White's character arc is centered on her overwhelming desire to reclaim her son. Her
insistence on making the second wish demonstrates how grief can cloud judgment.

Herbert White

- Role: The couple's only son, whose death serves as a catalyst for the plot.
- Traits: Lighthearted, practical, and ultimately tragic.
- Development: Herbert's character, while not as deeply explored as his parents', symbolizes the innocent
victim of the family's wishes. His playful skepticism about the paw foreshadows the tragic outcomes.

Sergeant-Major Morris

- Role: The man who introduces the monkey's paw to the White family.
- Traits: Cautious and experienced.
- Development: Morris acts as a foreshadowing figure, warning the Whites about the consequences of their
wishes. His reluctance to want the paw back symbolizes the wisdom gained through experience.

Themes and Motifs

The richness of "The Monkey's Paw" lies in its exploration of several themes and motifs, which are often
the focus of assessment questions.



The Consequences of Desire

- The story illustrates the idea that unchecked desire can lead to destruction. Each wish granted by the paw
results in unforeseen and tragic consequences.
- The White family's initial greed blinds them to the potential repercussions of their wishes, underscoring
the moral lesson about being careful what you wish for.

Fate vs. Free Will

- "The Monkey's Paw" raises questions about fate and the extent to which individuals can control their
destinies.
- The story suggests that while the characters believe they can manipulate fate through their wishes, their
actions ultimately lead to inevitable tragedy.

Supernatural Elements

- The monkey's paw serves as a supernatural object that symbolizes the unknown forces at play in life.
- The story employs elements of horror and suspense, creating an atmosphere of dread that enhances the
impact of the narrative.

Literary Devices

Jacobs employs various literary devices to convey his themes and enhance the reader's experience.

Foreshadowing

- From the beginning, Sergeant-Major Morris’s reluctance to discuss the paw forebodes the tragedy that
will unfold.
- Specific phrases and descriptions hint at the dark outcomes tied to the wishes, creating tension.

Irony

- The story is rich in situational irony. For example, the Whites wish for money to alleviate their financial
struggles, only to have their son die, resulting in a payment that fulfills their wish.



- This irony underscores the unpredictability of life and the dangers of desire.

Imagery

- Jacobs uses vivid imagery to evoke emotions and create a haunting atmosphere. Descriptions of the paw
and its effects paint a compelling picture of horror and regret.
- The contrast between the mundane life of the Whites and the supernatural events serves to heighten the
story's impact.

Assessment Answers: Tips and Strategies

When preparing for assessments on "The Monkey's Paw," consider the following strategies to develop
thoughtful answers.

1. Understand the Themes: Focus on the central themes of the story, such as the consequences of desire,
fate versus free will, and the role of supernatural influences.
2. Character Insights: Be prepared to discuss character motivations and how they drive the plot. Analyze
how each character's choices lead to different outcomes.
3. Literary Devices: Familiarize yourself with the literary devices used by Jacobs and how they contribute
to the story's themes and emotional resonance.
4. Cite Evidence: Always support your answers with direct quotes or specific examples from the text to
strengthen your arguments.
5. Practice Analysis: Engage in discussions or write short essays on different aspects of the story to hone
your analytical skills.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the monkeys paw assessment answers require a deep understanding of the story's characters,
themes, and literary devices. W.W. Jacobs' "The Monkey's Paw" serves as a timeless reminder of the perils
of desire and the unpredictable nature of fate. By analyzing the plot, characters, and underlying messages,
readers can develop insightful answers that reflect a comprehensive understanding of this classic tale.
Whether for classroom assessments or personal reflection, embracing the complexities of "The Monkey's
Paw" will enrich the reading experience and enhance critical thinking skills.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The central theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' is the danger of interfering with fate and the consequences of
greed and desire.

How does the monkey's paw work?
The monkey's paw grants three wishes to its owner, but each wish comes with unintended and often
tragic consequences.

What does the monkey's paw symbolize?
The monkey's paw symbolizes the idea that one should be careful what they wish for, as wishes can lead to
disastrous outcomes.

Who are the main characters in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The main characters are Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert White.

What is the first wish made by the White family?
The first wish made by the White family is for two hundred pounds.

What is the consequence of the first wish?
The consequence of the first wish is the death of Herbert White, which results in a compensation of two
hundred pounds to the family.

How does Mrs. White react to Herbert's death?
Mrs. White is devastated by Herbert's death and becomes increasingly desperate, urging Mr. White to use
the second wish to bring Herbert back to life.

What does the second wish lead to?
The second wish leads to Herbert's return, but he comes back in a ghastly state, horrifying his parents.

What is the final wish made by Mr. White?
The final wish made by Mr. White is to wish his son Herbert dead again, in order to end the horror of his
return.



What lesson can be learned from 'The Monkey's Paw'?
A key lesson from 'The Monkey's Paw' is that one should be cautious of their desires and the unforeseen
consequences that can arise from trying to change fate.
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