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The Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns (2014) is a comprehensive resource
for anyone interested in deepening their understanding of Christian theology. This
significant work, authored by Paul Enns, offers readers a systematic approach to exploring
various theological doctrines, ideas, and concepts. Published by Moody Publishers, this
handbook serves as an essential guide for students, educators, and laypersons alike. In this
article, we will delve into the key features of the handbook, its structure, and its relevance
in contemporary theological discussions.

Overview of The Moody Handbook of Theology

The Moody Handbook of Theology is designed to be a user-friendly resource that breaks
down complex theological themes into accessible language. Enns organizes the content
into various sections, each dedicated to a specific area of theology, making it easy for
readers to locate information relevant to their studies or interests.

Structure and Content

The handbook is divided into several parts, each focusing on different aspects of theology:

Part One: Introduction to Theology - This section discusses the nature of theology,
its importance, and various methods of theological study.

Part Two: Bibliology - Enns explores the doctrine of Scripture, addressing its
authority, inspiration, and interpretations.

Part Three: Theology Proper - This part covers the nature and attributes of God,
including discussions on the Trinity and the sovereignty of God.

Part Four: Christology - Enns examines the person and work of Jesus Christ,
detailing His divinity and humanity.

Part Five: Pneumatology - This section focuses on the Holy Spirit, discussing His
role in the lives of believers and the church.

Part Six: Soteriology - Enns delves into the doctrines of salvation, including
justification, sanctification, and glorification.

Part Seven: Ecclesiology - This part addresses the nature and purpose of the
church, exploring its governance, ordinances, and mission.



Part Eight: Eschatology - Enns discusses the end times, covering topics such as the
second coming of Christ, the resurrection, and the final judgment.

Key Features of the Handbook

One of the standout features of The Moody Handbook of Theology is its comprehensive
approach. Here are some key attributes that make this work particularly useful:

1. Clarity and Accessibility

Enns writes in a clear and concise manner, making complex theological concepts
understandable for readers at all levels. This accessibility is especially beneficial for those
new to theological study.

2. Extensive Cross-References

The handbook is filled with cross-references to related topics, allowing readers to explore
interconnected theological themes. This feature encourages deeper engagement with the
material and aids in comprehensive understanding.

3. Bibliographical Resources

Each section includes suggested readings and references for further exploration. This
bibliographical guidance assists readers who wish to delve deeper into specific theological
areas.

4. Visual Aids

The use of charts, tables, and diagrams throughout the handbook enhances understanding.
Visual aids help to clarify complex ideas, making them more digestible for readers.

5. Theological Perspectives

Enns presents a balanced view of various theological perspectives. He discusses differing
interpretations and schools of thought, providing insight into the broader theological
landscape.



The Relevance of The Moody Handbook of
Theology Today

In an era where theological debates and discussions are increasingly prevalent, The Moody
Handbook of Theology remains a vital resource. Here are a few reasons why it continues to
be relevant:

1. Foundation for Theological Education

The handbook is often used in seminaries and Bible colleges as a foundational text for
introducing students to theology. Its systematic structure allows students to build a solid
understanding of key doctrines.

2. Resource for Pastors and Leaders

Many pastors and church leaders utilize this handbook as a reference tool when preparing
sermons, conducting Bible studies, or addressing theological questions within their
congregations.

3. Personal Study and Growth

For laypeople seeking to deepen their faith, the handbook serves as an excellent resource
for personal study. It encourages individuals to explore theological questions and grow in
their understanding of God’s Word.

4. Engaging Current Issues

In light of contemporary societal issues and challenges, The Moody Handbook of Theology
addresses relevant theological questions. Enns encourages readers to apply theological
principles to modern-day dilemmas, fostering thoughtful engagement with the world around
them.

Conclusion

The Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns (2014) stands out as an essential resource
for anyone seeking to understand the complexities of Christian theology. Through its well-
structured content, clarity of writing, and comprehensive nature, the handbook serves as a
guide for students, pastors, and laypersons alike. As theological discussions continue to
evolve, this handbook remains a crucial tool for navigating the rich landscape of Christian
beliefs and practices. Whether used for academic study or personal growth, The Moody



Handbook of Theology offers valuable insights that inspire readers to engage more deeply
with their faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'The Moody Handbook of
Theology' by Paul Enns?
The primary focus of 'The Moody Handbook of Theology' is to provide a comprehensive
overview of Christian theology, covering key doctrines, biblical interpretation, and practical
applications.

How does Paul Enns approach the topic of systematic
theology in the book?
Paul Enns approaches systematic theology by organizing theological concepts into
categories, providing clear definitions, and discussing the implications of each doctrine for
Christian life and practice.

What unique features does the 2014 edition of 'The
Moody Handbook of Theology' include?
The 2014 edition includes updated references, expanded topics, and additional charts and
diagrams to enhance understanding of complex theological concepts.

Is 'The Moody Handbook of Theology' suitable for both
beginners and advanced students?
Yes, the book is designed to be accessible for beginners while also offering depth and
insight that can benefit advanced students and pastors.

What theological perspectives does Paul Enns represent
in this handbook?
Paul Enns represents a conservative evangelical perspective, emphasizing the authority of
Scripture and traditional Christian doctrines.

Can 'The Moody Handbook of Theology' be used as a
reference for sermon preparation?
Absolutely, it serves as a valuable reference for sermon preparation, providing theological
insights and scriptural references that can enhance preaching.



How does the book address contemporary theological
issues?
The book addresses contemporary theological issues by discussing current debates and
challenges within the church, providing a biblical framework for understanding and
responding to these issues.

What role does the Bible play in 'The Moody Handbook
of Theology'?
The Bible plays a central role, as Enns frequently cites Scripture to support theological
claims and illustrate doctrines, emphasizing the importance of biblical authority in theology.
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