
the motorcycle diaries movie summary

The Motorcycle Diaries is a poignant and transformative film directed by Walter Salles, released in

2004. Based on the memoirs of Ernesto "Che" Guevara, the movie chronicles a significant journey that

not only shapes Guevara’s views on life and society but also foreshadows his later role as a

revolutionary icon. Set against the backdrop of South America in the early 1950s, "The Motorcycle

Diaries" captures the spirit of adventure, friendship, and the socio-political landscape of the continent,

making it a compelling story of self-discovery.

Plot Summary

Introduction to Characters and Setting

The film opens in the early 1950s in Argentina, where we meet a young Ernesto Guevara, portrayed

by Gael García Bernal, a medical student with dreams of becoming a doctor. He is joined by his friend

Alberto Granado, played by Rodrigo de la Serna, a biochemist who shares Guevara’s sense of

adventure. Together, they set out on a journey across South America on an old, dilapidated motorcycle

named "La Poderosa," which translates to "The Mighty One." The motorcycle serves as both a literal

means of transport and a symbolic representation of their aspirations and ideals.

The Journey Begins

As they embark on their journey, Guevara and Granado travel from Buenos Aires to the northern

regions of Argentina, crossing into Chile and eventually reaching Peru. Their route takes them through

breathtaking landscapes, including the Andes mountains, deserts, and lush forests. However, what

begins as a carefree adventure soon exposes them to the stark realities of poverty, inequality, and



social injustice that permeate the continent.

Throughout their travels, they encounter various people and cultures, each of whom leaves a mark on

their understanding of the world. The film uses these interactions to highlight the socio-economic

disparities and the struggles faced by the indigenous population. For example, they visit a leper colony

in Peru, where they witness the dire conditions and the lack of medical care available to those

suffering from the disease. This experience profoundly impacts Guevara, awakening his sense of

social responsibility.

Major Themes

Social Justice and Inequality

One of the most striking themes in "The Motorcycle Diaries" is the concept of social justice. As

Guevara and Granado travel, they become increasingly aware of the injustices faced by the

marginalized communities in South America. This theme culminates in their visit to the leper colony,

where Guevara’s compassion and empathy are ignited. He begins to see medicine not just as a

profession but as a means to serve those in need. This realization marks a turning point in Guevara's

life, as he starts to contemplate the role he wishes to play in society.

Friendship and Bonding

The relationship between Guevara and Granado is central to the film. Their friendship is characterized

by camaraderie, humor, and mutual support. As they navigate the challenges of their journey, their

bond deepens, showcasing the importance of companionship in the face of adversity. The film

highlights their shared experiences, laughter, and occasional conflicts, portraying a realistic friendship

that resonates with audiences.



Transformation and Self-Discovery

The journey serves as a catalyst for Guevara’s transformation. Initially, he is depicted as an idealistic

young man, but as he witnesses the struggles of the people he encounters, his worldview begins to

shift. This transformation is depicted through various pivotal moments in the film, such as when he

realizes the extent of exploitation faced by the indigenous people and the impact of colonialism. By the

end of the journey, Guevara emerges with a newfound sense of purpose and a commitment to fight

against social injustice.

Symbolism and Cinematic Techniques

Visual Storytelling

The cinematography in "The Motorcycle Diaries" plays a crucial role in conveying the narrative’s

emotional depth. The film is filled with stunning visuals that capture the diverse landscapes of South

America, from the towering Andes to the Amazon rainforest. The use of natural light and vibrant colors

enhances the viewer’s immersion into the setting, making the journey feel authentic and alive.

Music and Soundtrack

The musical score, composed by Gustavo Santaolalla, complements the film’s emotional tone. The

soundtrack features a blend of traditional South American music and contemporary sounds, enriching

the narrative and evoking a sense of nostalgia and longing. The music serves not only as a backdrop

to the characters’ experiences but also as a means of connecting with the cultural heritage of the

regions they traverse.



Metaphorical Elements

The motorcycle itself is a powerful symbol throughout the film. Initially, it represents freedom and

adventure, but as the journey progresses, it becomes a metaphor for the limitations of their privilege.

The breakdown of "La Poderosa" signifies the end of their carefree travels and the beginning of a

more profound exploration of social issues. This shift in symbolism reflects Guevara’s evolving

perspective on life.

Impact and Legacy

Cultural Significance

"The Motorcycle Diaries" not only tells the story of Guevara’s journey but also sheds light on the

broader socio-political context of South America. The film resonates with audiences globally,

particularly those interested in social justice and revolutionary movements. By portraying Guevara’s

transformation, the film invites viewers to reflect on their own roles in addressing inequality and

injustice.

Influence on Popular Culture

The film has played a significant role in shaping the image of Che Guevara in popular culture. It

humanizes the figure often depicted solely as a revolutionary icon, offering insights into his formative

years and the experiences that influenced his ideology. As a result, "The Motorcycle Diaries" has

become a cultural touchstone, inspiring discussions about activism, social responsibility, and the quest

for justice.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Motorcycle Diaries" is more than just a biographical film; it is a profound

exploration of friendship, social justice, and personal transformation. Through the lens of Ernesto

Guevara's journey across South America, the movie captures the essence of a young man on the

brink of becoming a revolutionary leader. The film's rich themes, stunning visuals, and emotional depth

make it a timeless narrative that continues to resonate with audiences around the world. As viewers

accompany Guevara and Granado on their journey, they are invited to reflect on their own lives and

the impact of their choices in a world filled with inequality and hardship. "The Motorcycle Diaries"

ultimately serves as a call to action, encouraging individuals to embrace their humanity and fight for a

more just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Motorcycle Diaries'?

The Motorcycle Diaries follows the journey of a young Ernesto 'Che' Guevara and his friend Alberto

Granado as they travel across South America on a motorcycle, exploring the continent and

experiencing its social injustices.

Who directed 'The Motorcycle Diaries'?

The Motorcycle Diaries was directed by Walter Salles.

What themes are explored in 'The Motorcycle Diaries'?

The film explores themes of social injustice, the impact of poverty, and the transformative power of

travel, as well as the awakening of Guevara's revolutionary ideals.



Who stars as Che Guevara in the film?

Gael García Bernal plays the role of Ernesto 'Che' Guevara.

How does the journey affect Che Guevara's perspective?

Throughout the journey, Che Guevara's perspective shifts as he witnesses the harsh realities faced by

the impoverished communities, shaping his future revolutionary beliefs.

What is the significance of the motorcycle in the film?

The motorcycle symbolizes freedom and adventure, but also serves as a catalyst for change as it

breaks down during the journey, forcing the characters to confront deeper social issues.

Is 'The Motorcycle Diaries' based on a true story?

Yes, the film is based on the real-life journey of Ernesto Guevara and Alberto Granado, as chronicled

in Guevara's diaries.

What impact did 'The Motorcycle Diaries' have on popular culture?

The film revitalized interest in Che Guevara's life and ideals, inspiring a new generation to explore

themes of social justice and activism.
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