the mythology class by arnold arre

The Mythology Class by Arnold Arre is a remarkable graphic novel that brings Filipino
folklore and mythology to life through the lens of contemporary storytelling. This work
stands out not only for its vibrant illustrations and engaging narrative but also for its deep
cultural significance. Arnold Arre, a prominent figure in the Philippine graphic novel scene,
has crafted a tale that intertwines the everyday experiences of young adults with the rich
tapestry of mythical beings and ancient traditions.

Overview of The Mythology Class

The story revolves around a group of college students who find themselves enrolled in a
unique class that delves into Philippine mythology. Under the guidance of their enigmatic
professor, they embark on a journey that is both educational and transformative. As they
explore various myths and legends, the students confront personal challenges and societal
issues, making the narrative not just a fantastical adventure but also a reflection of modern
Filipino life.

Themes Explored

1. Cultural Heritage: At its core, The Mythology Class is a celebration of Filipino culture and
heritage. It emphasizes the importance of understanding and preserving one's roots,
showcasing the richness of local myths and folklore.

2. ldentity and Self-Discovery: Each character in the story grapples with their own identity,
reflecting the struggles many young Filipinos face today. The class serves as a metaphor
for the journey toward self-discovery and acceptance.

3. Societal Issues: The graphic novel does not shy away from addressing pressing social
issues such as poverty, corruption, and familial expectations. Through the lens of
mythology, these themes are explored in a way that resonates with readers, particularly
the youth.

Characters

The characters in The Mythology Class are diverse and multifaceted, each representing
different aspects of Filipino society. Here are some of the key characters:

- Professor: The mysterious and knowledgeable teacher who guides the students through
their exploration of mythology. He serves as a catalyst for their transformation.

- Maya: A spirited and curious student who is eager to learn about her cultural heritage. She
often questions the relevance of myths in modern society.

- Rico: A more skeptical student who initially doubts the importance of the class, but
gradually becomes more engaged as he uncovers his own connections to the myths.

- Lia: An artist struggling with her identity, Lia finds solace and inspiration in the stories
shared during the class.



Artistic Style

Arnold Arre's artistic style is one of the defining features of The Mythology Class. His
illustrations are a blend of traditional and contemporary techniques, capturing the essence
of Filipino folklore while appealing to modern aesthetics. The use of color and texture adds
depth to the narrative, making the mythical elements come alive.

- Character Design: Arre’s character designs are relatable yet imbued with unique traits
that reflect their personalities. Each character's appearance often hints at their struggles
and growth throughout the story.

- Mythical Creatures: The depiction of mythical beings such as the diwata, aswang, and
tikbalang is both respectful and imaginative. Arre manages to present these creatures in
ways that feel fresh, while remaining faithful to their traditional representations.

Plot Summary

The narrative of The Mythology Class unfolds in several engaging arcs, each centered
around different myths and legends. Here’s a brief overview of the plot:

1. Introduction to the Class: The students are introduced to the concept of mythology and
its relevance to their lives. They begin to learn about various Philippine mythological figures
and stories.

2. Exploration of Myths: Each chapter focuses on a specific myth, such as the tale of the
moon goddess Hanan or the story of the creation of the world. These myths are intertwined
with the students' personal stories, highlighting their struggles and growth.

3. Confrontation with Reality: As the students delve deeper into the myths, they confront
real-life challenges, including societal expectations and personal dilemmas. The mythical
elements serve as metaphors for their experiences.

4. Resolution and Growth: The story culminates in a powerful resolution where the
characters emerge transformed, having gained a deeper understanding of themselves and
their cultural heritage.

Impact and Reception

Since its release, The Mythology Class has garnered both critical acclaim and a devoted
following. Readers have praised Arre for his ability to weave together the fantastical and
the real in a way that is both entertaining and thought-provoking. The graphic novel has
played a significant role in popularizing Filipino mythology among younger generations,
sparking interest in cultural studies and folklore.

- Cultural Significance: The Mythology Class has been instrumental in promoting awareness
of Philippine myths and encouraging discussions about cultural identity. It has inspired a
wave of contemporary artists and writers to explore and reinterpret traditional stories.

- Awards and Recognition: The graphic novel has received various awards, further
cementing Arnold Arre's status as a leading figure in the Philippine graphic novel scene.



Conclusion

In conclusion, The Mythology Class by Arnold Arre is more than just a graphic novel; it is a
cultural artifact that bridges the gap between the past and the present. Through its
engaging narrative, rich illustrations, and insightful themes, it offers readers a unique
perspective on Filipino mythology and its relevance in today's society. As the characters
navigate their own challenges and discover their cultural roots, readers are reminded of the
power of stories in shaping our identities and understanding our place in the world.

The work stands as a testament to the enduring nature of folklore and its ability to resonate
across generations, making The Mythology Class a must-read for anyone interested in the
intersection of culture, identity, and storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of ‘'The Mythology Class' by
Arnold Arre?

The central theme of 'The Mythology Class' revolves around the exploration of Filipino
mythology and how it intertwines with modern life, showcasing the relevance and richness
of cultural heritage.

Who are the main characters in 'The Mythology Class'?

The main characters include a group of college students and their professor, who embark
on a journey to understand Philippine mythology and its implications on their identities and
lives.

How does Arnold Arre incorporate Filipino mythology in
the story?

Arnold Arre incorporates Filipino mythology through various narratives, character arcs, and
visual elements that highlight mythological figures and stories, making them accessible and
relatable to contemporary audiences.

What is the significance of the professor character in
‘'The Mythology Class'?

The professor serves as a guide for the students, facilitating discussions on mythology and
encouraging them to reflect on their cultural roots and the impact of these myths on their
personal lives.

How is 'The Mythology Class' received by readers and
critics?

The graphic novel has been positively received, praised for its engaging storytelling,



beautiful artwork, and its successful blend of educational content with entertainment.

What role does visual art play in 'The Mythology Class'?

Visual art plays a crucial role in 'The Mythology Class,"' as Arnold Arre's illustrations enhance
the storytelling, bringing mythical elements to life and enriching the reader's experience.

Are there any notable mythological creatures featured
in the story?

Yes, the story features various notable mythological creatures from Filipino folklore,
including the aswang, tiyanak, and other beings that highlight the diversity of Philippine
mythology.

What message does 'The Mythology Class' convey about
cultural heritage?

The graphic novel conveys the message that cultural heritage is vital for personal identity
and community, encouraging readers to explore and embrace their roots while
understanding their relevance in modern society.

Is 'The Mythology Class' suitable for all ages?

Yes, 'The Mythology Class' is suitable for a wide range of ages, as it offers both educational
content and entertaining narratives that can be appreciated by younger readers and adults
alike.
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