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The Nazis World War II Vol 21 by Robert Edwin Herzstein is a compelling
exploration of the complexities of Nazi Germany during one of history's most
tumultuous periods. In this volume, Herzstein delves into the intricate web
of political, military, and social dynamics that defined the Nazi regime and
its impact on World War II. His detailed analysis offers readers a unique
perspective on the events leading to the war, the conflict itself, and its
aftermath. Through meticulous research and engaging narrative, Herzstein
provides a vivid account of this dark chapter in history, making it an
essential read for anyone interested in understanding the implications of
Nazi ideology and actions during the war.

Overview of the Volume

In The Nazis World War II Vol 21, Robert Edwin Herzstein examines the
origins, development, and consequences of Nazi Germany’s policies before and
during the Second World War. This volume is part of a broader series that
seeks to cover various aspects of the war and the role of Nazi ideology in
shaping global events.

Key Themes

The book addresses several key themes that are crucial to understanding the
Nazi regime and its impact on World War II:

1. Ideological Foundations: Herzstein explores the ideological underpinnings
of Nazism, including anti-Semitism, Aryan supremacy, and militarism.
2. Political Maneuvering: The volume discusses the political strategies
employed by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party to consolidate power and
eliminate opposition.
3. Military Strategy: Insight into the military tactics and strategies that
the Nazis employed during the war is another focal point of the book.
4. Social Impact: The effects of Nazi policies on German society, including
propaganda, youth indoctrination, and the role of women, are examined in
depth.
5. Consequences of War: Herzstein discusses the aftermath of the war,
including the Nuremberg Trials and the long-lasting impact of Nazi policies
on Europe and the world.



Historical Context

To fully appreciate the contents of The Nazis World War II Vol 21, it is
essential to understand the historical context in which the events unfolded.

Post-World War I Germany

- The Treaty of Versailles (1919) imposed heavy reparations on Germany,
leading to economic hardship.
- Hyperinflation and unemployment in the 1920s created fertile ground for
extremist political movements.
- The rise of the National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP) was
facilitated by widespread discontent with the Weimar Republic.

The Rise of the Nazi Party

- Hitler’s charismatic leadership and propaganda significantly contributed to
the party's popularity.
- The Nazis capitalized on nationalistic sentiments and the desire for
revival after the perceived humiliation of World War I.
- Key events such as the Reichstag Fire and the Enabling Act of 1933 allowed
Hitler to establish a dictatorship.

Detailed Analysis of the War

In this volume, Herzstein meticulously analyzes various phases of World War
II, focusing on the actions and decisions of the Nazis.

Early Victories and Expansion

- The blitzkrieg tactics used by the German military led to rapid victories
in Poland, France, and the Low Countries.
- The strategic importance of early alliances, including the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact with the Soviet Union, is discussed.

The Turning Point

- Herzstein identifies key battles, such as Stalingrad and El Alamein, as
critical turning points that shifted the momentum against the Nazis.
- He elaborates on the consequences of these defeats, including the loss of



morale and the growing resistance within occupied territories.

The Holocaust

- The systematic extermination of Jews and other marginalized groups is a
central theme.
- Herzstein provides a detailed account of the implementation of the "Final
Solution" and the role of Nazi ideology in justifying these atrocities.

Society Under Nazi Rule

Herzstein’s examination extends beyond military strategies to encompass the
social fabric of Nazi Germany.

Propaganda and Indoctrination

- The role of Joseph Goebbels and the Ministry of Propaganda in shaping
public perception is analyzed.
- Education and youth organizations, such as the Hitler Youth, were vital in
indoctrinating German children with Nazi ideology.

The Role of Women

- Herzstein discusses the paradox of women's roles during the war; while many
were encouraged to be homemakers, others took on critical roles in the
workforce and military.
- The impact of war on gender roles and expectations is a significant point
of discussion.

Aftermath and Legacy

The final sections of The Nazis World War II Vol 21 address the consequences
of the war and the legacy of the Nazi regime.

The Nuremberg Trials

- Herzstein examines the establishment of the Nuremberg Trials as a means of
holding Nazi leaders accountable for war crimes.
- The trials raised important questions about justice, morality, and the rule



of law in the aftermath of atrocities.

Long-Term Impacts

- The volume discusses how the ideological and political ramifications of the
Nazi regime shaped post-war Europe and influenced subsequent conflicts, such
as the Cold War.
- The enduring lessons of the Nazi era regarding totalitarianism, propaganda,
and the importance of vigilance against extremist ideologies are emphasized.

Conclusion

The Nazis World War II Vol 21 by Robert Edwin Herzstein is an essential
contribution to the historical discourse surrounding World War II and the
Nazi regime. Through his comprehensive analysis, Herzstein not only
chronicles the events of the war but also provides critical insights into the
socio-political dynamics that drove one of history's most devastating
conflicts. His work serves as a reminder of the dangers of unchecked power
and the importance of remembering the past to prevent similar atrocities in
the future. For scholars, students, and general readers alike, this volume
offers a profound understanding of a period that continues to resonate today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Nazis: World War II
Vol 21' by Robert Edwin Herzstein?
The book delves into the political, military, and social aspects of Nazi
Germany during World War II, examining key events, figures, and strategies
that defined the era.

How does Herzstein's work differ from other
historical accounts of the Nazis in World War II?
Herzstein combines extensive research with a narrative style that highlights
personal stories and lesser-known facts, providing a fresh perspective on
well-documented events.

What key events are discussed in 'The Nazis: World
War II Vol 21'?
The book covers significant events such as the invasion of Poland, the Battle
of Britain, and the Holocaust, as well as the internal dynamics of the Nazi



regime.

Does Herzstein include personal accounts or
testimonies in his book?
Yes, Herzstein incorporates personal testimonies and accounts from
individuals who lived through the Nazi regime, adding depth to the historical
narrative.

What is the significance of the title 'Vol 21' in
Herzstein's book?
The 'Vol 21' indicates that this is part of a larger series focusing on World
War II, suggesting a comprehensive approach to the subject across multiple
volumes.

What themes are explored in this volume regarding
Nazi ideology?
The volume examines themes such as propaganda, militarism, and the racial
policies that underpinned Nazi ideology and influenced their wartime actions.

How does Herzstein address the role of key figures
in the Nazi regime?
Herzstein analyzes the contributions and impacts of key figures such as Adolf
Hitler, Heinrich Himmler, and Joseph Goebbels, providing insights into their
motivations and decisions.

What sources does Herzstein utilize for his
research?
Herzstein uses a variety of sources, including archival documents, military
records, and published memoirs, to create a well-rounded historical account.

Is 'The Nazis: World War II Vol 21' suitable for
both academic and general readers?
Yes, the book is written in an accessible style that appeals to both scholars
and general readers interested in understanding the complexities of Nazi
Germany during World War II.
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