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Introduction

Guy de Maupassant's short story "The Necklace" is a poignant tale that
explores themes of vanity, materialism, and the ironies of fate. Set in the
late 19th century, the narrative revolves around Mathilde Loisel, a woman who
yearns for a life of luxury and wealth, far removed from her modest existence
as the wife of a clerk. The story captures her desire for social status and
the consequences of her choices, leading to a dramatic twist that serves as a
commentary on the nature of pride and the pursuit of happiness. This article
delves into various aspects of "The Necklace," providing a comprehensive
literary analysis that encompasses themes, characters, symbolism, and much
more.

Plot Summary

The plot of "The Necklace" unfolds in a series of key events that highlight
Mathilde's character and her desires.

1. Introduction to Mathilde Loisel: Mathilde is dissatisfied with her life,
feeling she was meant for greater things. Her husband, Georges, is content
with their modest life, but Mathilde dreams of wealth and luxury.

2. The Invitation: Georges surprises Mathilde with an invitation to a
prestigious ball, hoping to bring her joy. Instead, she laments that she has
nothing suitable to wear.

3. The Borrowed Necklace: To please her, Georges gives Mathilde money to buy
a new dress. Still unhappy, she borrows a diamond necklace from her wealthy
friend, Madame Forestier.

4. The Ball: At the ball, Mathilde feels radiant and is the center of
attention. However, her happiness is short-lived as she loses the borrowed
necklace after returning home.

5. The Aftermath: The Loisels search frantically but cannot find the
necklace. They decide to replace it, plunging themselves into debt and a
decade of hard labor to repay the loans.

6. The Revelation: After ten years of struggle, Mathilde encounters Madame
Forestier and learns that the original necklace was a fake, worth only a
fraction of what they had spent to replace it.



Themes

"The Necklace" encapsulates several themes that resonate throughout the
narrative. The following are the most prominent:

1. Vanity and Materialism

Mathilde's desire for a lavish lifestyle is rooted in her vanity. She equates
self-worth with material possessions and societal status. Her obsession with
appearances leads her to borrow the necklace, believing it will elevate her
status. This theme is a critique of a society that values wealth and beauty
over character and integrity.

2. The Irony of Fate

The story's conclusion reveals a cruel twist of fate. Mathilde's pursuit of
the high life results in her downfall, exemplifying the irony of her
situation. The very necklace she borrowed to enhance her social standing
becomes the catalyst for her years of hardship. This theme speaks to the
unpredictability of life and how our choices can lead to unforeseen
consequences.

3. The Burden of Debt

The Loisels’ decision to replace the necklace plunges them into a cycle of
debt. This theme illustrates the harsh realities of financial obligations and
the sacrifices people make to uphold appearances. The story serves as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of living beyond one’s means.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Necklace" are pivotal in conveying the story's themes
and messages.

1. Mathilde Loisel

Mathilde is the protagonist, characterized by her beauty and her insatiable
desire for a life of luxury. Her dissatisfaction with her life leads her to
borrow the necklace, and her pride blinds her to the reality of her
situation. As the story progresses, Mathilde's character undergoes



significant transformation; she shifts from a vain woman to one who embodies
resilience and hardship, albeit at a great cost.

2. Georges Loisel

Georges, Mathilde's husband, represents contentment and selflessness. He
works hard to provide for his wife and is willing to sacrifice his savings to
make her happy. Georges contrasts sharply with Mathilde, as he is grounded
and practical, embodying the virtues of hard work and humility.

3. Madame Forestier

Madame Forestier represents the upper class and serves as a foil to Mathilde.
She is generous and kind, lending Mathilde the necklace that ultimately leads
to her downfall. Madame Forestier's character highlights the disparity
between social classes and the illusion of wealth and status.

Symbolism

Maupassant employs various symbols throughout "The Necklace" to enhance the
story's themes.

1. The Necklace

The titular necklace symbolizes wealth, beauty, and the superficial nature of
social status. It is a representation of Mathilde's aspirations and desires.
Its transformation from a symbol of luxury to one of hardship underscores the
irony of Mathilde's situation.

2. The Ball

The ball symbolizes the social elite and the world Mathilde yearns to be a
part of. It serves as a moment of triumph for Mathilde but ultimately
highlights the emptiness of her pursuits. The ball is a fleeting escape from
her reality, illustrating the transient nature of happiness derived from
material possessions.

3. The Loisel's Home



The Loisels' modest home symbolizes their economic status and the life
Mathilde despises. As the story progresses, their home transforms from a
place of contentment to one of hardship as they toil to repay their debts.
This shift reflects the consequences of Mathilde's choices and her misplaced
values.

Literary Devices

Maupassant employs several literary devices to enrich the narrative and
deepen its impact.

1. Irony

Irony is the cornerstone of "The Necklace." The most significant instance is
the revelation that the necklace was a fake, contrasting sharply with the
sacrifices Mathilde made. This situational irony reinforces the theme of the
futility of vanity and the unexpected turns of life.

2. Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is present throughout the story, particularly in Mathilde's
discontent and her obsession with appearances. Her lamentations about her
life set the stage for the ensuing events, hinting at the dire consequences
of her choices.

3. Imagery

Maupassant utilizes vivid imagery to depict Mathilde's dreams and her moments
of despair. Descriptions of the ball highlight the beauty and opulence of the
upper class, while contrasting images of the Loisels' struggles evoke
sympathy for their plight.

Conclusion

"The Necklace" serves as a timeless exploration of human desires, the
consequences of vanity, and the unexpected twists of fate. Through the
experiences of Mathilde Loisel, Maupassant illustrates the dangers of
materialism and the societal pressure to conform to certain standards of
beauty and success. The story remains relevant today, reminding readers of
the importance of valuing character over superficial appearances and the
unpredictable nature of life. The ironic twist at the end of the tale leaves



a lasting impression, prompting reflection on the choices we make and their
far-reaching implications. Ultimately, "The Necklace" is a powerful
commentary on the human condition, resonating across generations and
cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Necklace' by Guy de
Maupassant?
The main theme of 'The Necklace' is the danger of pride and the illusion of
wealth. It explores how materialism can lead to a false sense of self-worth
and the tragic consequences that can arise from it.

How does the character of Mathilde Loisel change
throughout the story?
Mathilde Loisel begins as a woman who is dissatisfied with her modest life,
dreaming of luxury and wealth. After losing the borrowed necklace and
suffering years of hardship to replace it, she becomes a more resilient and
practical person, but her experiences also lead to a profound sense of regret
and loss.

What role does irony play in 'The Necklace'?
Irony is central to the story, particularly situational irony, as Mathilde's
desire for a luxurious life leads her to borrow a necklace that ultimately
results in her downfall. The twist ending reveals that the necklace was a
fake, highlighting the futility of her aspirations and the harsh reality of
her choices.

What does the necklace symbolize in the story?
The necklace symbolizes wealth, status, and the superficial nature of social
appearances. It represents Mathilde's desires and aspirations but ultimately
becomes a source of her downfall, illustrating the idea that true value lies
beyond material possessions.

How does Maupassant use setting to enhance the
story's themes?
Maupassant uses the setting of late 19th-century Paris to highlight themes of
class and social status. The contrast between Mathilde's modest home and the
opulence of the ball she attends emphasizes her longing for a different life
and the societal pressures that contribute to her downfall.



What is the significance of the story's ending?
The ending of 'The Necklace' is significant because it serves as a harsh
critique of materialism and the pursuit of status. The revelation that the
necklace was a fake underscores the idea that Mathilde's sacrifices were in
vain, and it leaves readers with a poignant message about the importance of
appreciating what one has.
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