
the new complete norwegian elkhound

The new complete Norwegian Elkhound is an exciting development in the world of dog breeds, particularly for
those who appreciate the rich heritage and unique characteristics of this ancient breed. Known for their
versatility, intelligence, and endearing nature, the Norwegian Elkhound has long been a beloved companion for
families and hunters alike. With recent advancements in breeding practices and a renewed interest in preserving the
qualities that make this breed special, the new complete Norwegian Elkhound epitomizes the ideal balance of
working ability and companionship. This article will explore the breed's history, characteristics, care
requirements, and the reasons behind its growing popularity.

History of the Norwegian Elkhound

The Norwegian Elkhound's roots trace back over a thousand years to the Vikings, who used these dogs for
hunting large game, including elk, moose, and bear. As a distinct breed, the Norwegian Elkhound was recognized
for its agility, stamina, and keen sense of smell, making it an excellent hunting partner. The breed is classified as
a member of the Spitz family, characterized by its wolf-like appearance, erect ears, and thick double coat.

Early Uses and Historical Significance

1. Hunting: The primary function of the Norwegian Elkhound was to assist hunters in tracking and cornering
large game. Their ability to work independently while maintaining a close relationship with their human
counterparts made them invaluable.

2. Companionship: Beyond their hunting prowess, these dogs have historically served as loyal companions to
families, providing protection and companionship in harsh northern climates.

3. Cultural Role: The Norwegian Elkhound holds a significant place in Norwegian culture, often depicted in
folklore and art. They are a symbol of national pride and have been featured in various works highlighting
Norway's natural beauty and rugged lifestyle.

Characteristics of the New Complete Norwegian Elkhound

The new complete Norwegian Elkhound remains true to its heritage while incorporating modern breeding practices
that enhance its qualities. The ideal Norwegian Elkhound combines physical attributes, temperament, and
working ability.

Physical Appearance

- Size: Males typically weigh between 49-55 pounds, while females range from 44-50 pounds. They stand about
20-24 inches tall at the shoulder.
- Coat: One of the most striking features of the Norwegian Elkhound is its thick, double coat that protects
against harsh weather. The outer coat is coarse and straight, while the undercoat is soft and dense. Common
colors include gray, black, and sable, often with lighter markings.
- Eyes: The breed has dark, expressive eyes that convey intelligence and alertness, typically almond-shaped and
slightly slanted.
- Ears: Erect and triangular, the ears give the Elkhound its characteristic alert appearance.



Temperament

The temperament of the Norwegian Elkhound is one of its most appealing traits. These dogs are known for being:

1. Intelligent: They possess a keen intellect and are quick learners, making them relatively easy to train with
consistent, positive reinforcement methods.

2. Loyal and Affectionate: Norwegian Elkhounds are known for their strong bonds with their families. They are
protective and affectionate, often forming a close attachment to their human companions.

3. Energetic: As a working breed, they require regular exercise and mental stimulation to thrive. Daily walks,
playtime, and engaging activities are essential to keep them happy and healthy.

4. Independent: While they are loyal companions, Elkhounds can also exhibit independent thinking. Early
socialization and training are crucial to ensure they develop good behavior patterns.

Care Requirements for the New Complete Norwegian Elkhound

Caring for a Norwegian Elkhound requires a commitment to their physical, mental, and emotional well-being.
Here are some essential care requirements:

Exercise Needs

The Norwegian Elkhound is an active breed that thrives on physical activity. Recommended exercises include:

- Daily Walks: Aim for at least one hour of moderate to vigorous exercise each day.
- Playtime: Engage in games such as fetch, tug-of-war, or agility training to stimulate their minds and bodies.
- Socialization: Introducing them to different environments, people, and other dogs helps develop their social
skills and reduce anxiety.

Grooming

Maintaining the coat of a Norwegian Elkhound requires regular grooming:

- Brushing: Brush at least once a week to remove loose hair and prevent matting. During shedding seasons
(spring and fall), more frequent brushing may be necessary.
- Bathing: Bathe as needed; however, over-bathing can strip the coat of essential oils.
- Nail Trimming: Regularly trim nails to prevent overgrowth and discomfort.

Health Considerations

While Norwegian Elkhounds are generally healthy dogs, like all breeds, they are prone to certain health issues:

- Hip Dysplasia: A common condition in many breeds, hip dysplasia can lead to arthritis and mobility issues.
- Eye Conditions: Some Elkhounds may develop cataracts or progressive retinal atrophy (PRA).
- Skin Issues: Allergies and skin conditions can occur, requiring attention to diet and grooming practices.

Regular veterinary check-ups, vaccinations, and a balanced diet are essential to maintain their health.



Training the Norwegian Elkhound

Training is an integral part of owning a Norwegian Elkhound. Their intelligence and independent nature can be
both an advantage and a challenge. Here are some effective training strategies:

Basic Commands and Socialization

- Start Early: Begin training and socialization as early as possible to help them develop into well-adjusted
adults.
- Positive Reinforcement: Use treats, praise, and play as rewards for good behavior. This method is highly
effective with Norwegian Elkhounds.
- Consistency: Be consistent with commands and expectations. Inconsistency can lead to confusion and
stubbornness.

Advanced Training and Activities

- Obedience Classes: Consider enrolling in obedience classes to build a strong foundation and enhance your dog’s
social skills.
- Agility Training: Norwegian Elkhounds excel in agility activities, providing both physical exercise and mental
stimulation.
- Nose Work: Their keen sense of smell makes them excellent candidates for scent work, which can be a fun and
rewarding activity.

The Growing Popularity of the Norwegian Elkhound

In recent years, the Norwegian Elkhound has seen a resurgence in popularity, and several factors contribute to
this trend:

- Versatility: The breed’s ability to perform in various roles — as a working dog, family pet, and show dog —
appeals to a wide range of dog owners.
- Cultural Heritage: Increased interest in breeds with historical significance has led to a renewed appreciation
for the Norwegian Elkhound.
- Community Engagement: Dog clubs and breed organizations have worked to promote responsible breeding and
ownership, helping to maintain the breed's integrity.

Conclusion

The new complete Norwegian Elkhound is a remarkable breed that embodies the perfect blend of history, loyalty,
and versatility. As they continue to capture the hearts of dog lovers around the world, understanding their
needs and characteristics is essential for fostering a fulfilling relationship. Whether as a hunting companion, a
family pet, or a show dog, the Norwegian Elkhound has much to offer, making it a breed worth considering for
those seeking an active, intelligent, and loving canine companion.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the temperament of the new complete Norwegian Elkhound?

The new complete Norwegian Elkhound is known for its friendly and energetic temperament. They are loyal,
alert, and often have a strong protective instinct, making them excellent family dogs and guardians.

What are the grooming needs of a new complete Norwegian Elkhound?

The new complete Norwegian Elkhound has a thick double coat that requires regular grooming. Brushing at
least once a week is recommended, with more frequent grooming during shedding seasons to manage loose fur.

How much exercise does a new complete Norwegian Elkhound need?

This breed is very active and requires a significant amount of exercise, typically at least one hour of vigorous
activity each day. This can include walks, playtime, and mental stimulation to keep them happy and healthy.

Is the new complete Norwegian Elkhound suitable for families with children?

Yes, the new complete Norwegian Elkhound is generally very good with children. They are playful and
affectionate, making them great companions for families, but supervision is always recommended due to their
energetic nature.

What are common health issues associated with the new complete
Norwegian Elkhound?

Common health issues in the new complete Norwegian Elkhound include hip dysplasia, progressive retinal
atrophy, and certain skin conditions. Regular veterinary check-ups and a healthy diet can help manage these
risks.

How does the new complete Norwegian Elkhound compare to other breeds in
terms of trainability?

The new complete Norwegian Elkhound is intelligent and can be trained effectively, but they can also be
independent and stubborn at times. Consistent, positive reinforcement training methods work best with this breed.
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