the new matthew henry commentary

the new matthew henry commentary represents a significant advancement in biblical exegesis, offering
readers a refreshed and comprehensive understanding of the Scriptures. This modern edition builds
upon the legacy of the original Matthew Henry Commentary, known for its detailed verse-by-verse
analysis and practical spiritual insights. With updated language, enhanced accessibility, and integration
of contemporary scholarship, the new Matthew Henry Commentary serves as an invaluable resource
for pastors, scholars, and lay readers alike. This article explores the origins and development of this
renowned commentary, the key features that distinguish the new edition, and its impact on modern
Bible study. Additionally, it provides guidance on how to effectively utilize this commentary for personal

devotion and academic research.
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History and Background of the Matthew Henry Commentary

The original Matthew Henry Commentary was authored by Matthew Henry, a Presbyterian minister and
theologian who lived in the late 17th and early 18th centuries. His work is celebrated for its detailed

exposition of the entire Bible, broken down verse by verse, with a focus on practical application and



spiritual encouragement. Henry's commentary quickly became one of the most widely used biblical

commentaries in the English-speaking world, valued for its devotional tone and theological depth.

Over time, the original text, written in early modern English, became somewhat challenging for
contemporary readers due to archaic language and cultural references. This created a need for a
revised and updated version that could maintain the integrity of Henry's insights while making the

content more accessible and relevant to today's audience.

Key Features of the New Matthew Henry Commentary

The new Matthew Henry Commentary is distinguished by several innovative features designed to
enhance the study experience. It preserves the comprehensive scope of the original while
incorporating modern language and clearer explanations. This makes the commentary accessible to a

broader audience, including those who may find the original text difficult to understand.

Modernized Language and Style

The updated edition translates archaic phrases and expressions into contemporary American English
without losing the theological richness of the original. This modernization allows readers to engage

more naturally with the text and facilitates deeper comprehension of biblical teachings.

Expanded Scholarly Notes

In addition to Henry’s foundational commentary, the new edition includes expanded scholarly notes
that provide historical, cultural, and linguistic context. These annotations help readers grasp the

nuances of biblical passages and relate them to present-day applications.

Practical Application and Devotional Insights

Maintaining the devotional character of Matthew Henry’s work, the new commentary offers practical life
applications for each passage. Readers are encouraged to reflect on spiritual lessons and incorporate

biblical principles into daily living.



User-Friendly Format

The layout of the new commentary emphasizes clarity and usability. Sections are clearly divided, with
verse references, commentary text, and footnotes organized to facilitate easy navigation for both

casual readers and serious students.

Comparisons Between the Original and the New Edition

While the new Matthew Henry Commentary is rooted in the original work, there are several notable

differences that reflect advancements in biblical scholarship and changes in language conventions.

e Language: The original’s early modern English has been updated to contemporary American

English in the new edition.

¢ Contextual Information: The new commentary includes expanded historical and cultural

background notes not present in the original.

* Accessibility: The revised text is easier to read and understand, making it suitable for a wider

audience.

¢ Format: The new edition employs a more organized and user-friendly layout to enhance study

efficiency.

» Theological Consistency: The new commentary preserves Henry’s theological perspectives while

integrating insights from modern biblical scholarship.

These updates ensure that the new Matthew Henry Commentary remains faithful to the original spirit

while meeting contemporary study needs.



How to Use the New Matthew Henry Commentary Effectively

Maximizing the benefits of the new Matthew Henry Commentary requires an understanding of its

structure and best practices for study.

Verse-by-Verse Study

Readers should approach the commentary with a commitment to examining Scripture one verse at a
time. This method allows for thorough understanding and reflection on the nuances of each passage.
Combine with Original Texts

For those interested, comparing the new commentary with the original text can provide insights into
how language and interpretation have evolved.

Incorporate into Devotional Time

The practical applications and spiritual reflections in the commentary make it an excellent companion

for personal devotion and prayer, enhancing the reader’s spiritual growth.

Use for Sermon Preparation

Pastors and teachers can utilize the new commentary as a resource for sermon development,
benefiting from the detailed explanation and applicable lessons provided.

Supplement with Other Study Tools

To deepen understanding, users can combine the new Matthew Henry Commentary with

concordances, original language tools, and other biblical resources.



Impact on Contemporary Biblical Studies

The release of the new Matthew Henry Commentary has had a profound influence on biblical studies,
particularly within evangelical and Reformed circles. Its accessibility and scholarly enhancements have

revitalized interest in Henry’s work, making it a staple in modern theological libraries.

By bridging historical theology with present-day language and insights, this commentary supports
rigorous academic research while also nurturing personal faith. Its comprehensive nature encourages a

holistic approach to Scripture, integrating doctrine, history, and practical application.

Furthermore, the new edition facilitates intergenerational Bible study, allowing younger believers and
seasoned scholars alike to benefit from Matthew Henry’s timeless wisdom in a format that resonates

with contemporary readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New Matthew Henry Commentary?

The New Matthew Henry Commentary is a modernized and updated edition of the classic Matthew

Henry Bible commentary, providing detailed explanations and insights on biblical texts.

How does the New Matthew Henry Commentary differ from the
original?

The New Matthew Henry Commentary features contemporary language and updated scholarship,
making the classic commentary more accessible and understandable for today's readers while

retaining the original's depth.

Is the New Matthew Henry Commentary suitable for beginners?

Yes, the New Matthew Henry Commentary is designed to be accessible to both beginners and

experienced Bible readers, offering clear explanations that help readers understand scripture better.



Can the New Matthew Henry Commentary be used for sermon
preparation?

Absolutely, many pastors and teachers use the New Matthew Henry Commentary as a valuable

resource for sermon preparation due to its thorough verse-by-verse analysis.

Does the New Matthew Henry Commentary cover the entire Bible?

Yes, the New Matthew Henry Commentary provides comprehensive coverage of the entire Bible,

including both the Old and New Testaments.

Is the New Matthew Henry Commentary available in digital formats?

Yes, it is available in various digital formats including eBooks and Bible study software, making it

convenient for study on-the-go.

Who is the target audience for the New Matthew Henry Commentary?
The target audience includes pastors, theology students, laypeople, and anyone interested in
deepening their understanding of the Bible through classic yet accessible commentary.

What are some key features of the New Matthew Henry Commentary?
Key features include updated language, thorough verse-by-verse explanations, practical applications,

and integration of historical and theological insights.

Where can | purchase or access the New Matthew Henry
Commentary?

The New Matthew Henry Commentary can be purchased through major bookstores, online retailers

like Amazon, and accessed via Bible study apps and websites that offer digital commentaries.



Additional Resources

1. The New Matthew Henry Commentary: A Fresh Look at Scripture

This book offers an updated and accessible approach to Matthew Henry’s classic biblical commentary.
It retains the original’s devotional depth while incorporating modern language and contemporary
insights. Ideal for pastors, students, and laypeople seeking a deeper understanding of the Bible

through Henry’s timeless reflections.

2. Understanding the Bible with Matthew Henry

A guide that introduces readers to the key themes and teachings found in Matthew Henry’s
commentary. It explores how Henry’s interpretations can be applied to today’s spiritual challenges and
encourages thoughtful meditation on Scripture. This book is perfect for those new to biblical study or

looking to enrich their devotional life.

3. Matthew Henry’s Legacy: Bridging Past and Present

This volume examines the historical context and enduring influence of Matthew Henry’s commentary
on Christian thought. It discusses how the new editions preserve his theological insights while
addressing contemporary questions. Readers will gain an appreciation for Henry’s role in shaping

Protestant biblical interpretation.

4. Devotional Insights from the New Matthew Henry Commentary
Focused on the devotional aspects of Henry’s work, this book highlights practical applications for daily
Christian living. It includes selected passages from the new commentary edition alongside reflections

and prayers. A helpful resource for personal devotion or small group study.

5. Exploring Biblical Themes through Matthew Henry’s Commentary
This study guide delves into major biblical themes such as grace, redemption, and holiness as
presented in the new Matthew Henry commentary. It encourages readers to explore Scripture with

Henry’s thoughtful questions and explanations. Suitable for both individual study and classroom use.

6. The New Matthew Henry Commentary: A Pastor’s Companion

Designed specifically for clergy, this book demonstrates how the updated commentary can enhance



sermon preparation and pastoral teaching. It offers strategies for integrating Henry’s insights into

contemporary preaching, making ancient wisdom relevant for modern congregations.

7. Scripture and Spiritual Growth: Insights from Matthew Henry
This title explores how Matthew Henry’s commentary supports spiritual growth and maturity. It
emphasizes the practical wisdom found in his notes and how the new edition revitalizes these lessons

for today’s believers. Readers will find encouragement to deepen their faith through Scripture.

8. Matthew Henry Commentary: Historical Context and Modern Application
Offering a scholarly perspective, this book situates Matthew Henry’s commentary within its 18th-
century origins while highlighting its ongoing relevance. It discusses how the new edition addresses

linguistic and cultural updates without losing the original’s theological richness.

9. The Art of Biblical Interpretation: Lessons from Matthew Henry
This work focuses on Henry’s interpretative methods and how they can inform contemporary Bible
study. The new commentary edition serves as a case study for effective exegesis and devotional

commentary. ldeal for students of theology and anyone interested in the craft of biblical interpretation.
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