
the new new thing michael lewis

the new new thing michael lewis is a phrase that immediately calls to mind the
influential 1999 book by acclaimed author Michael Lewis. This work delves into the rise of
Silicon Valley’s dot-com era, exploring the personalities and innovations that defined the
technology boom of the late 20th century. By chronicling the life of Jim Clark, a visionary
entrepreneur, Lewis captures the essence of innovation, risk-taking, and the relentless
pursuit of the next groundbreaking idea. This article will explore the book’s themes, its
impact on business literature, and the broader cultural significance of “the new new thing.”
Understanding this work is essential for anyone interested in technology history,
entrepreneurship, or the dynamics of market disruption. The discussion will also cover
Michael Lewis’s writing style and how “the new new thing” concept remains relevant in
today’s fast-evolving technological landscape.
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Overview of "The New New Thing" by Michael
Lewis
"The New New Thing" is a non-fiction book published in 1999, authored by Michael Lewis,
who is renowned for his compelling narratives on finance and technology. The book
primarily follows Jim Clark, the innovative mind behind Netscape and Silicon Graphics, as he
navigates the burgeoning internet economy. Lewis presents a detailed account of Clark’s
ventures, emphasizing the culture of innovation that defined Silicon Valley during the dot-
com boom. The narrative highlights the interplay between technology, entrepreneurship,
and market forces that fueled an era of rapid technological advancement. The book is
notable for its in-depth profiles of key figures and its explanation of the economic and
cultural phenomena shaping the late 1990s tech industry.

Background and Context
The late 1990s marked a period of extraordinary growth in the technology sector, driven by
the rise of the internet and personal computing. Michael Lewis contextualizes this era by
examining how entrepreneurs like Jim Clark identified and capitalized on emerging
opportunities. The book captures the optimism and speculative energy that characterized



Silicon Valley, offering readers insight into the motivations and ambitions of the era’s most
influential tech leaders. This background is crucial for understanding not only the successes
but also the risks and uncertainties inherent in the dot-com boom.

Main Characters and Narrative Focus
While Jim Clark is the central figure, Lewis weaves a broader narrative that includes other
key players in the tech industry and venture capitalists who supported innovative startups.
The book’s storytelling approach humanizes these figures, portraying their visionary
thinking as well as their personal quirks and challenges. Through these profiles, Lewis
illustrates the relentless quest for “the new new thing” — the next big breakthrough that
promises to reshape markets and society.

Key Themes and Concepts
The concept of “the new new thing” encapsulates the ceaseless drive for innovation and
novelty in the technology sector. Michael Lewis explores several key themes that emerge
from this idea, shedding light on the entrepreneurial mindset and economic dynamics of
the tech boom.

Innovation and Disruption
At the heart of the book is the theme of disruptive innovation. Lewis explains how
entrepreneurs like Jim Clark sought to create technologies that not only improved on
existing products but fundamentally altered industry landscapes. The book illustrates how
disruption often involves risk, uncertainty, and a willingness to challenge conventional
wisdom, which can lead to both spectacular successes and failures.

Entrepreneurial Spirit and Risk-Taking
Lewis captures the intense entrepreneurial spirit that fueled Silicon Valley’s growth. The
willingness to take significant risks, pursue bold visions, and embrace failure as part of the
innovation process is a recurring theme. This mindset is portrayed as essential to the rapid
development and commercialization of new technologies during the dot-com era.

The Role of Capital and Market Dynamics
The book also addresses the critical role of venture capital and market speculation in
enabling technological innovation. Lewis discusses how the availability of funding and the
excitement surrounding the internet economy created an environment ripe for
experimentation and rapid scaling of startups. However, he also highlights the volatility and
eventual bust that accompanied this speculative period.



Disruptive technologies reshaping industries

Entrepreneurial risk and reward dynamics

Venture capital’s impact on innovation

Market speculation and economic bubbles

Michael Lewis’s Writing Style and Approach
Michael Lewis is acclaimed for his narrative nonfiction style that combines journalistic rigor
with engaging storytelling. In "The New New Thing," he employs this approach to make
complex technological and economic concepts accessible to a broad audience.

Engaging and Accessible Storytelling
Lewis’s writing is characterized by clear, concise prose and vivid descriptions that bring
characters and situations to life. He avoids overly technical jargon, opting instead to explain
innovations and financial mechanisms in ways that readers without specialized
backgrounds can understand. This accessibility has contributed to the book’s popularity
beyond just business and tech circles.

In-Depth Character Profiles
The book’s focus on individual entrepreneurs like Jim Clark adds a human dimension to the
broader economic and technological trends. Lewis’s detailed characterizations provide
insight into the motivations, personalities, and decision-making processes behind
technological breakthroughs. This narrative technique helps readers connect with the story
on a personal level.

Balanced Perspective
While celebrating innovation, Lewis also provides critical insights into the pitfalls and
excesses of the dot-com boom. His balanced approach offers a nuanced understanding of
the era, acknowledging both its achievements and its shortcomings. This perspective
enhances the book’s credibility and educational value.

Impact on Business and Technology Literature
"The New New Thing" has had a lasting influence on how the technology boom of the 1990s
is understood and discussed in business and academic circles. The book remains a seminal
work in the genre of technology-focused business writing.



Influence on Entrepreneurial Narratives
Michael Lewis’s portrayal of visionary entrepreneurs helped shape the popular image of
tech innovators as bold risk-takers and cultural icons. This narrative has influenced
subsequent books, media portrayals, and even startup culture itself. The archetype of the
disruptive entrepreneur owes much to Lewis’s storytelling.

Educational Use and Business Studies
The book is frequently used in business schools and entrepreneurship programs to illustrate
concepts related to innovation, venture capital, and market dynamics. Its detailed case
studies and accessible style make it a valuable resource for students and professionals
seeking to understand the mechanics of technology-driven economic change.

Contribution to Understanding Market Bubbles
By documenting the speculative frenzy of the late 1990s, "The New New Thing" provides
insights into the formation and bursting of market bubbles. This contribution has informed
discussions on financial regulation, investment strategies, and economic forecasting related
to technology sectors.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
More than two decades after its publication, "The New New Thing" remains relevant as a
lens through which to view ongoing technological innovation and economic cycles. Its
themes continue to resonate in the context of emerging technologies and startup
ecosystems.

Enduring Lessons on Innovation
The book’s exploration of innovation as a continuous, dynamic process offers lessons
applicable to today’s technology landscape. Entrepreneurs and investors continue to seek
“the new new thing,” whether in artificial intelligence, biotechnology, or other frontier
fields. Lewis’s insights into the mindset and challenges of innovators remain instructive.

Reflection on Silicon Valley Culture
"The New New Thing" captures a particular moment in Silicon Valley history, but its
portrayal of the culture of risk-taking, ambition, and vision is still evident in the region’s
contemporary startup scene. Understanding this cultural context is vital for anyone
analyzing current technological trends and business strategies.



Guidance for Navigating Market Cycles
The book’s examination of market exuberance and correction during the dot-com era offers
cautionary guidance relevant to investors and policymakers today. Recognizing the
patterns of hype and reality, as described by Lewis, aids in making informed decisions in
fast-moving markets.

Continued relevance of the entrepreneurial mindset1.

Insights into Silicon Valley’s evolving culture2.

Lessons on market volatility and innovation cycles3.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The New New Thing' by Michael Lewis about?
'The New New Thing' is a book by Michael Lewis that explores the rise of the internet and
Silicon Valley during the 1990s, focusing on the innovative spirit and entrepreneurial
ventures that defined the tech boom, particularly through the story of Jim Clark, a
pioneering tech entrepreneur.

Who is the main figure featured in 'The New New
Thing'?
The main figure in 'The New New Thing' is Jim Clark, a visionary entrepreneur known for
founding several influential tech companies including Silicon Graphics, Netscape, and
Healtheon.

When was 'The New New Thing' published?
'The New New Thing' was first published in 1999.

How does Michael Lewis portray Silicon Valley in 'The
New New Thing'?
Michael Lewis portrays Silicon Valley as a dynamic and fast-paced environment driven by
innovation, risk-taking, and the relentless pursuit of the next big technological
breakthrough, highlighting both the excitement and volatility of the tech industry.

What themes are explored in 'The New New Thing'?
The book explores themes such as innovation, entrepreneurship, technology's impact on
society, the culture of Silicon Valley, and the nature of risk and reward in the tech industry



during the internet boom.

Additional Resources
1. The New New Thing: A Silicon Valley Story by Michael Lewis
This book explores the rise of Silicon Valley during the dot-com boom through the story of
Jim Clark, the entrepreneur behind Netscape and other tech innovations. Lewis delves into
the culture of innovation, risk-taking, and the relentless pursuit of the "new new thing" that
defined the tech industry in the 1990s. It's a captivating look at how technology
transformed business and society.

2. Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis
While not directly about technology, this book shares Lewis’s signature narrative style,
focusing on the use of data and analytics to revolutionize baseball. It tells the story of how
the Oakland Athletics used statistical analysis to compete with wealthier teams,
highlighting themes of innovation and challenging conventional wisdom.

3. Flash Boys: A Wall Street Revolt by Michael Lewis
This book investigates high-frequency trading in the financial markets, revealing how
technology has reshaped Wall Street. Lewis uncovers the impact of cutting-edge
innovations on fairness and transparency in trading, echoing themes of disruption and the
quest for the next big thing.

4. Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson
A comprehensive biography of Apple’s co-founder Steve Jobs, this book provides insight into
the innovation and visionary leadership that helped shape the modern tech landscape.
Jobs’s relentless drive to create revolutionary products aligns closely with the themes
explored in "The New New Thing."

5. The Innovators: How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the Digital
Revolution by Walter Isaacson
This book chronicles the collaborative efforts of pioneers who developed computers,
software, and the internet. It offers a broader historical context for the technological
innovations that Michael Lewis highlights, emphasizing the human stories behind
groundbreaking advancements.

6. Chaos Monkeys: Obscene Fortune and Random Failure in Silicon Valley by Antonio García
Martínez
An insider’s account of the tech startup world, this memoir reveals the chaotic and
competitive environment of Silicon Valley. The book provides a raw perspective on the
entrepreneurial spirit and rapid innovation that define the quest for the "new new thing."

7. Founders at Work: Stories of Startups' Early Days by Jessica Livingston
This collection of interviews with successful startup founders offers firsthand accounts of
the challenges and breakthroughs that come with launching new technology companies. It
complements the themes of innovation and risk-taking found in Lewis’s work.

8. Elon Musk: Tesla, SpaceX, and the Quest for a Fantastic Future by Ashlee Vance
A biography of one of today’s most prominent tech entrepreneurs, this book explores
Musk’s visionary approach to technology and innovation. His ambitious projects embody



the spirit of pursuing the next transformative idea, much like the entrepreneurs in "The
New New Thing."

9. Zero to One: Notes on Startups, or How to Build the Future by Peter Thiel with Blake
Masters
This book offers insights into creating groundbreaking startups that go beyond incremental
improvements to create fundamentally new technologies and markets. Thiel’s philosophy
on innovation aligns with the themes of disruption and visionary entrepreneurship central
to Michael Lewis’s narrative.
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