
the new orleans voodoo tarot

the new orleans voodoo tarot is a unique and culturally rich tarot deck that blends traditional tarot
symbolism with the mystical and spiritual elements of New Orleans Voodoo. This tarot deck offers a
fascinating insight into the voodoo religion and its deep-rooted connections to the vibrant history and
culture of New Orleans. The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is not only a tool for divination but also an
artistic representation of voodoo spirits, rituals, and folklore. This article explores the origins,
symbolism, structure, and uses of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot, providing a comprehensive
understanding of its significance. Readers will also learn about how this deck differs from traditional
tarot decks and how to approach readings using its unique imagery. Following this introduction is a
detailed table of contents to guide the exploration of this compelling tarot deck.
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Origins and History of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot was created by artist and author Sallie Ann Glassman, who sought to
capture the essence of voodoo spirituality within a tarot deck. Released in the late 1990s, this deck
draws heavily on the cultural and mystical heritage of New Orleans, a city known for its rich blend of
African, Caribbean, and European influences. Voodoo, as practiced in New Orleans, is a syncretic
religion that combines elements of West African Vodun, Catholicism, and indigenous spiritual
traditions. This tarot deck reflects these diverse influences and serves as both a divinatory tool and an
educational resource about voodoo culture.

The deck’s creation was influenced by the desire to offer an authentic representation of voodoo
spirituality, moving beyond stereotypes and misconceptions. The imagery and symbolism embedded
within the cards pay homage to loa (spirits), rituals, and symbols central to voodoo practice. As a
result, the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot has gained recognition among tarot enthusiasts, spiritual
practitioners, and collectors for its unique cultural perspective and artistic depth.

Symbolism and Imagery in the Deck
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is distinguished by its vivid and evocative imagery, which integrates
traditional tarot archetypes with voodoo symbolism. Each card features detailed artwork that portrays



spirits, ceremonies, animals, and objects associated with voodoo beliefs. The deck’s visual language is
rich with meaning, designed to evoke the spiritual energy of New Orleans voodoo.

Representation of Loa
Central to the deck are the depictions of the loa, the powerful spirits or deities worshiped within
voodoo practice. These spirits govern various aspects of life such as love, death, fertility, and
protection. Cards featuring loa often incorporate traditional iconography, such as veves (ritual
symbols), ceremonial attire, and sacred animals.

Use of Veves and Ritual Symbols
Veves are intricate line drawings used in voodoo ceremonies to invoke spirits. The New Orleans
Voodoo Tarot incorporates veves prominently in its design, linking the cards to authentic ritual
practices. These symbols serve as spiritual signatures and are essential in connecting the reader to
the voodoo tradition embedded in the deck.

Color and Artistic Style
The deck’s color palette is vibrant and dynamic, featuring deep reds, blues, golds, and greens, which
reflect the lively spirit of New Orleans culture and the mystical atmosphere of voodoo rituals. The
artistic style is a blend of realism and symbolism, capturing both the tangible and metaphysical
aspects of the voodoo world.

Structure and Composition of the New Orleans Voodoo
Tarot
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot follows the general structure of a traditional tarot deck with 78 cards,
divided into the Major Arcana and Minor Arcana. However, the deck adapts the suits and card
meanings to align with voodoo themes and New Orleans cultural elements.

Major Arcana
The 22 Major Arcana cards represent significant spiritual lessons and life-changing events. In the New
Orleans Voodoo Tarot, these cards are named and illustrated to reflect key voodoo spirits and
concepts. For example, the traditional Fool card is reimagined as the “Spirit of the Crossroads,” a
figure symbolizing new beginnings and spiritual journeys.

Minor Arcana
The Minor Arcana consists of four suits that correspond to voodoo-related elements rather than the
typical swords, cups, pentacles, and wands. These suits might include symbols such as ritual objects,



animals, or natural elements important to voodoo practice. Each suit contains numbered cards and
court cards that portray characters representing various loa or community roles within the voodoo
tradition.

Unique Card Interpretations
While many cards retain parallels to traditional tarot meanings, the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot offers
unique interpretations based on voodoo spirituality. This offers readers a fresh perspective and
deeper cultural context when performing readings.

Using the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot for Readings
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot can be used for various divinatory purposes, ranging from personal
insight to spiritual guidance. Its distinctive symbolism allows readers to explore questions through the
lens of voodoo spirituality and the cultural heritage of New Orleans.

Spiritual Guidance and Connection
Many practitioners use the deck as a tool to connect with the loa and seek their wisdom or protection.
The cards serve as a medium to communicate with spiritual forces, making the deck particularly
useful in ritual contexts or for those interested in voodoo practice.

Interpretation Strategies
Readers are encouraged to familiarize themselves with voodoo symbols and loa characteristics to
fully grasp the card meanings. Meditative practices and studying the lore behind each card enhance
the accuracy and depth of readings.

Popular Spreads
Various tarot spreads can be adapted for the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot, including:

Three-card spreads focusing on past, present, and future influences

The Celtic Cross spread for comprehensive readings

Spirit-guidance spreads designed to invoke loa messages

Question-specific spreads tailored to voodoo-themed inquiries



Comparison with Traditional Tarot Decks
While the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot shares the foundational structure of traditional tarot decks, it
stands apart due to its thematic focus and symbolism. This section details key differences and
similarities to help readers understand the deck’s place within the broader tarot tradition.

Structural Similarities
Both the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot and traditional tarot decks contain 78 cards divided into Major
and Minor Arcana. The general narrative arc and card functions remain comparable, allowing users
familiar with standard tarot to transition smoothly.

Thematic and Symbolic Differences
The primary distinction lies in the deck’s thematic content. Instead of medieval or Renaissance
European imagery, the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot showcases African diasporic spirituality, voodoo
loa, and New Orleans cultural motifs. This provides a different interpretive framework and spiritual
focus.

Interpretive Approach
Traditional tarot often emphasizes psychological archetypes and universal human experiences. In
contrast, the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot incorporates the metaphysical and ritualistic dimensions of
voodoo spirituality, inviting readings that address both everyday concerns and mystical connections.

Practical Tips for Beginners
For those new to the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot, gaining comfort with the deck requires study and
respectful engagement with its cultural roots. The following tips facilitate an informed and meaningful
experience with this unique tarot deck.

Study the Loa and Voodoo Symbols: Understanding the spirits and symbols depicted is1.
essential for accurate readings.

Use a Guidebook: Many editions of the deck come with detailed companion books explaining2.
card meanings and voodoo background.

Practice Regularly: Frequent practice helps build familiarity with the deck’s unique language3.
and imagery.

Approach with Respect: Recognize the sacred nature of voodoo traditions and approach the4.
deck with cultural sensitivity.

Combine Intuition and Knowledge: Balance learned interpretations with intuitive insights for5.



well-rounded readings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot?
The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot is a unique tarot deck created by Sallie Ann Glassman that combines
traditional tarot symbolism with the mystical and cultural elements of New Orleans Voodoo.

Who created the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot deck?
The deck was created by Sallie Ann Glassman, a renowned artist and practitioner of Voodoo, known
for blending spiritual themes with rich New Orleans culture.

How does the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot differ from
traditional tarot decks?
Unlike traditional tarot decks, the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot incorporates imagery and symbolism
from Voodoo spirituality, including Loa spirits, rituals, and New Orleans cultural icons, offering a
distinctive interpretive experience.

What themes are commonly explored in the New Orleans
Voodoo Tarot?
Common themes include spirituality, mysticism, ancestral guidance, transformation, and the
connection between the physical and spiritual worlds as seen through the lens of Voodoo practices.

Is the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot suitable for beginners?
While it can be used by beginners, the deck's rich symbolism and cultural references may require
additional study or guidance to fully understand its meanings compared to more traditional tarot
decks.

Can the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot be used for divination and
spiritual guidance?
Yes, the deck is designed for divination, helping users connect with spiritual energies, gain insight,
and receive guidance through the unique perspective of Voodoo spirituality.

Where can I purchase the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot deck?
The deck is available through major online retailers like Amazon, specialized metaphysical shops, and
sometimes directly from the artist’s website or New Orleans-based stores.



Does the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot come with a guidebook?
Yes, the deck typically comes with a detailed guidebook authored by Sallie Ann Glassman, explaining
the symbolism, card meanings, and how to interpret the cards within the context of Voodoo
spirituality.

How is New Orleans culture represented in the New Orleans
Voodoo Tarot?
The deck features imagery inspired by New Orleans' vibrant culture, including jazz, Mardi Gras,
historic architecture, and the city’s spiritual heritage, blending them with Voodoo symbolism to create
a rich cultural tapestry.

Additional Resources
1. The New Orleans Voodoo Tarot: A Mystical Journey
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot deck, blending traditional
tarot symbolism with the rich cultural heritage of New Orleans voodoo. It provides detailed card
meanings, spreads, and rituals that connect readers to the spiritual energy of the Crescent City. Ideal
for both beginners and experienced tarot readers interested in voodoo traditions.

2. Secrets of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot
Delve into the hidden wisdom and mystical practices behind the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot. This
guide reveals the historical and spiritual context of voodoo, alongside practical instructions for using
the tarot deck in divination and spellwork. It emphasizes the connection between tarot and voodoo
spirits, enhancing intuitive readings.

3. Voodoo Tarot: Unlocking the Spirit World of New Orleans
Explore the vibrant spirit world of New Orleans through this comprehensive look at the Voodoo Tarot.
The book details the symbolism of the cards, the voodoo deities they represent, and how to interpret
messages from the ancestors. It also includes personal anecdotes and case studies to illustrate the
deck’s power.

4. Tarot and Voodoo: An Intuitive Guide to New Orleans Magic
This book bridges tarot reading and voodoo practices with a focus on intuition and spiritual
connection. It offers step-by-step guidance on using the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot for personal
growth, healing, and magical workings. Readers will find exercises to deepen their understanding of
voodoo spirituality.

5. New Orleans Voodoo Tarot Companion
Serving as a detailed companion to the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot deck, this book provides expanded
card interpretations and background stories about voodoo culture. It includes suggested spreads and
practical advice for integrating voodoo magic into tarot readings. Perfect for those who want to
deepen their practice beyond the basics.

6. The Spirits of New Orleans: Voodoo Tarot Explained
This title focuses on the spiritual entities central to New Orleans voodoo and their representations in
the tarot cards. Readers learn how to connect with these spirits during readings and rituals,
enhancing their divinatory accuracy. The book also covers the historical evolution of voodoo tarot in



the city.

7. Voodoo Tarot Rituals: Harnessing New Orleans Magic
A practical guide for using the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot in ritual work, this book explains how to
incorporate tarot readings into traditional voodoo ceremonies. It includes spells, invocations, and
meditations designed to amplify spiritual communication. The book encourages readers to create
their own magical practices inspired by voodoo.

8. From Tarot to Voodoo: The Mysticism of New Orleans
This book traces the origins and development of the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot, highlighting its
unique blend of African, Caribbean, and European influences. It offers historical context alongside
detailed card analyses, showing how each card reflects the city’s mystical heritage. Ideal for readers
interested in the cultural background of tarot decks.

9. New Orleans Voodoo Tarot: A Guide to Spiritual Empowerment
Focused on personal empowerment through the New Orleans Voodoo Tarot, this book teaches readers
how to use the deck for self-discovery and spiritual growth. It explores the connection between tarot
archetypes and voodoo loa (spirits), encouraging an active dialogue with the spiritual world. The book
also includes journaling prompts and meditation techniques to enhance practice.
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